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PREFACE.

Tar Discourses contained in this volume have been selected,
with some care, out of the numerous manuscripts that have
been accumulating during a lengthened ministry of more

than fifty-two years. There are others

expository, doc-
trinal, and practical—which, had the author consulted his
own taste, or the expressed feelings of numbers who heard
them, he might have 1;1'eferred to publish ; but these have
been deliberately taken on account of the great importance
and permanent interest of the subjects, and because there
is evidence that they have been of spiritual benefit to some
in life and death. The chief aim in delivering these
Discourses was to display the Saviour in the transcendent
glory of His person, character, and work, as Immanuel,
God with us—DProphet, Priest, and King of the covenant;
and to exhibit Him as the Foundation and Head corner-
stone of the church—the Alpha and Omega of His people’s
praise, and hopes and joys. While some of the subjects
arc more directly connected with the subjective condition
of belicvers—their labours, trials, conflicts, and deliverances
in life and death—the source of all-sufficient support and
comfort and victory is uniformly traced to ITim who was
given for a covenant of the peoplo—tho Mighty One on
whom was lnid the lielp ol the saved from all ever-
lueting.

Fonmestly dosiving himself {o know Cheist s AL and
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in all,” and profoundly thankful for the mercy and grace
extended to him in arduous, though imperfect public
sorvices, e commits Discourses which were made to some
extent useful, to the press, in the humble hope that, when
thus reproduced and more widely circulated, the great end
of their publication may be secured,—so that when the
living voice that spoke them shall be silent in the grave,
they may bl‘il‘lg’ a revenue of glory to the enthroned
Redeemer, and may minister peace and joy in believing
to His saints. |
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THE SWELLINGS OF JORDAN.

PREPARATION NEEDED FOR STECIAL WORK AND TROUBLES.

JrrEMIA xii. 5—¢If thou hast run with the footmen, and they
have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and
if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee,
then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan®”’

THEsE words of gracious and solemn expostulation are
the Lord’s answer to the prayer of His servant Jeremial,
when, under personal troubles, he carried his case to the
throne of mercy, and sought Divine help and deliverance.-
Perplexed about the prosperous state of his wicked perse-
cutors, he ascribes righteousness to His Maker; but puzzled
at the obscurity and apparent inequality of providential
dispensations—as the best of God’s servants in all ages have
been—he bewails his personal calamities, and expostulates
with Jehovah concerning the condition of the enemies and
oppressors of Iis people. In “‘the spirit of adoption’ and
holy boldness in prayer, he reasons the casc with God; and
at the same time he clings to the sheet-anchor of faith—
justifying (God in His ways—even before he can clearly
scan the grounds of His sovereign procedure. "With child-
like confidence he declares his own case of trial, pours
out his heart, and resigus himself wholly to the Divine
disposal; and as he forcibly depicts the calamities that are
about to come upon the land, caused by the abounding
wickedness of its inhabitants, he imprecates vengeance upon
the, and remits them to the judgments which their
manifold transgressions had provoked,

The Divine answer to gho prophet’s prayer, as recorded
in the Hth and G6th verses, gently but forcibly reproves the

A



2 THE SWELLINGS OI' JORDAN.

impatience of His servant, calls him to consider particularly
the state of his own temper and spirit, and warns him of
the need of special preparation for greater trials approach-
ing than any which he had yet encountered. Condescend-
ing to hear and give an answer of peace to his fervent
petitions, He yet detects and brings to light the corruptions
that had mingled with his service. He would have him
neither to magnify present afflictions, nor to sink despair-
ingly under them. The opposition of the men of his native
city, He forewarns him, is not so formidable as that which
he might expect from the princes of Judah. The present
calamities of the nation are not to be compared with
approaching desolations. If Jeremiah was now so dis-
couraged and faint-hearted, how would he bear severer
troubles? If his spirit succumbed at the sight of the
prosperity of wicked men, and of the rising judgments
which national sins had provoked, how would he be pre-
pared to act as a faithful witness against evil doers when
their sins were increased, and their crimes against society
were multiplied? How could he stand when the im-
petuous flood of vengeance would overflow, sweeping away
before it all opposing barriers?

The solemn language of the text—at first uttered in
reference to a servant of God in a case of perplexity and
trial, and in an era of threatening judgments—may be
regarded as the Lord’s message, loudly spoken to all hearers
of the Gospel. All enjoy now a day of merciful visitation.
All are called to a work and service which God has enjoined
them to do, and are either accepted or rejected and
punished, as they perform it faithfully, or as they neglect
it. Nonoe of God’s servants are exempted from trials.
‘While they should bear those that are laid upon them with
patiencoe, and duly improve them, they should prepare for
others coming, particularly for the last trial, which may be
more solemn and sevore than any that preceded it. 1t
deoply concorns us to inspect frequently and closely our
frame of spivit in soasons of trial, and as we emerge out
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of them; and to consider our preparation to meet those
which are allotted to us in the future. Above all, it behoves
us to reflect that we have individually to meet with death,
and to stand in the judgment. In those aspects, the tvo-
fold inquiry of the text is to every one awfully solemn and
momentous. All are responsible for earnestly considering
it, as all should be prepared to give an answer for himself
to Him who puts it.
We notice briefly—

I. Tue CisE PRrorosED.

Besides the public trials that befel the prophet in the
exercise of his ministry in dark and troublous times, he
found ‘“a man’s foes to be those of his own house.” His
brethren, the house of his father, dealt treacherously with
him, and seem to have urged on avowed enemies to do him
injury. ¢ They called a multitude after ham.” 1t was espe-
cially grievous to him to be hated by his kindred. This
prompted the bitter complaint of his spirit, as he carried
his case to God in prayer; and this occasioned the Divine
expostulation in answer to the prophet’s prayer, ‘“If thou
hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee,
then how wilt thou contend with horses ?”” Applying these
figurative expressions to the state of many who hear the
Gospel, and especially to the condition of believers under
diversified afflictions, we observe that—

Trials in life are various, and from them none are exempted.

Trouble is the fruit of the curse, and is a part of the lot
of the whole human race, and of cvery individual, con-
sidered as fallen-and sinful. ¢ Although affliction cometh
not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of
the ground, yet man is horn unto trouble, as the sparks fly
upward.” (Jobh v. 6, 7.) “Man is of few days, and fyll of
trouble,”  With the whole race under the curse of the
broken covenant, God deals as with o nation of condomned
criminals,  Though it is wgid of the wicked, “ they are m)t
in trouble ws other men,” and -+ they have no Dands i



4 TIHHE SWELLINGS OI' JORDAN.

their death,” this only applies to a particular class, and
the exemption from trial is but partial and for a
limited time. The lot even of the righteous, rescued from
the Fall and redeemed from the curse, is a lot of trial and
suffering. ““Many are their afflictions.” The Saviour
forewarns them that for them while here there is no ex-
emption. ‘‘In the world ye shall have tribulation.” (John
xvi. 33.) “Through much tribulation” we ‘“must inherit
the kingdom.” Whatever our present condition, it behoves
us to calculate on and expect affliction,-and at all times to
malke preparation for its coming.

Afflictrve trials often spring from quarters and arise 1n ways
that we could not anticipate. It was from those from whom
he might have expected sympathy and friendship that the
prophet experienced ¢ treacherous dealing.” It was in
‘““the land of peace, wherein he trusted,” that he was.
““wearied.” So our greatest trials come often unexpected,
and our severest afflictions find us unprepared. Since the
I'all, man is doomed to disappointment in all his expecta-
tions. Eve named her fivst-born Cwin, acquisition, and
hailed him as a gift from the Lord; and yet, in his character

and the dark crime with which his name i1s associated, he
“proved ‘a_curse to the family instead of a blessing. Job
said, in the day of his prosperity, when the candle of the
Lord shined on his head, “I shall die in my nest,” not
being aware of the days of sad adversity that would intexr-
vene before his allotted course was finished. The royal
I’salmist said, ¢TI shall never be moved;”’ and, in the con-
scious exiﬁbynent of God’s favour, he boasted that his
‘““mountain stood strong.” But when the Lord hid his
face, he was “troubled.” Swuch is the lot of humanity;
and to the saints as woll as to others, in a world of viclssi-
tude and trial, afilictions in various forms come when they
aro least looked for.  Iinough that to them they are under
the disposal ot infinito wisdom, to which nothing is for-
tuitous, aud that thoy are sent in sovereigu love, to work
the most gracious and beneficinl results. We need ever to
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be reminded that ““#hey buwild too low who build beneath the
”  Our earthly gourds speedily wither; and days of
pleasure and gladness are succeeded by nights of sorrow
and weeping. The clouds, however bright at times,
speedily ““ return after rain.”  “Vanity and vexation of
spirit’’ are inscribed on all earthly enjoyments if they are
sought without Christ, and are separated from man’s chief
end. Besides a lot of common afflictions, the children of
God are esposed to temptations, potent and diversified,
from the powers of darkmness. e tread on no ground
where we are free from the onsets of the tempter. Whethen,
as a cunning serpent, he seeks to deceive and seduce, or as
a dragon or roaring lion he attacks to devour, we have to
meet ‘“the fiery darts” of the wicked one, shot forth
suddenly, and, when they wound, full of deadly poison.
Satan tries the believer on his weak side—which he gene-
rally knows—for the purpose of destruction. God, on the
other hand, tries him in a tender part, so as to make him
feel the disciplinary chastisement as ‘‘not joyous but
grievous” when it is inflicted, yet yielding afterward ‘ the
peaceable fruits of righteousness.”

There are tmportant and diversified duties required of the
servants of God, however tried. The grand end of our ex-
1stence 1s to glorify God, as we would enjoy Him here and
hereafter. ¢ Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or what-
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Cor. x. 30.)
Talents are entrusted to us with the individual charge,
“Occupy till T come.” (Luke xix. 13.) In coming to
Christ to obtain rest, we are required to take upon us His
yoke, and to wear it always, in ready and devoted service.
We must at one time “run with the footmen,” and at
another ““ contend with horses.” This implies activity and
progress—a race to be run that we may obtain; a conflict
and warfare to be finished that we may achieve tho victory
and chare its reward. We owe duties to God, to ourselves,
and to fellow-amen,  “This 18 the work of God, that ye
may believe in His Son whom ITe hath sent.”  Wo ave

skies.
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commanded to “Labour not for the meat that perisheth,
but for that meat which endureth to. everlasting life.”
(John vi. 27.) 'We are enjoined to “strive to enter in at
the strait gate,”” and to press forward in the ‘“narrow way.”
We are bid to ““ work out our own salvation with fear and
trembling,” as if all depended on our own exertion; and
yet, while working, and after we have done all. to lay no
stress upon our works, nor claim for them the least merit,
‘““For it 1s God which worketh in you, both to will and to
do of His good pleasure.”” (Phil. ii. 13.) To fellow-men
we owe the manifold duties of forbearance and sympathy,
of love and ready help. These duties, of whatever kind,
are to be performed in their proper season. While con-
stantly ¢ abounding ’—labouring to excel ourselves and
others ‘““in the work of the Lord,” we are ‘““to do good to
all men as we have opportunity.” The opportunity con-
stitutes an obligation. To all men we owe love from a
pure heart; and we are debtors for whatever service they
require and our abilities are adequate to render.

The righteous, like a tree planted by the divisions of
water, brings forth fruit ““in his season.” (Ps.i.3.) Times
of youth—periods of manly vigour—seasons of trial—and
even of infirm old age, have all their appropriate duties,
which may not be neglected, and the performance of which
will yield pleasant and profitable fruit. “They shall still
bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourish-
ing.” (Ps. xcii. 13, 14.)

In the way of dutyitself we are prone to become weary.
impatient, and unhappy. The experience of Jeremiah, when
he was wearied in running with the footmen, and when he
succumbed under annoyances ‘“in the land of peace,” has
been common to tho best of God’s servants. Under ac-
cumulatod trials, Job cursed the day of his birth. From
tho pressuro of diversifiod trouble, Jacob exclaimed—
‘““All theso things are against me.”  Elijah, disappointed
in tho oxpoctation of a national return to God, and op-
prossod with unbolioving tours, entreated that he ¢“might
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die and not live.” Of Istael, when under miraculous guid-
ance, and fed with ““ bread of heaven,” it 1s said—* The
soul of the people was much discouraged because of the
way.” (Num. xxi. 4.) Irom the power of temptation, the
strength of inward corruption, and external opposition and
dafficulties, all Zion’s travellers are in danger ot yiclding
to unworthy fears, or of sinking dispirited under dis-
couragement. Hence they are directed to ¢ consider Him
who endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself,
lest they be wearied and faint in their minds.” (Heb. xii. 3.)
Even 1n light trials, as in the contest with ‘‘footmen,” we
are prone to be wearied. - The Divine rebuke implies that
this is always wrong. We are never at liberty to be fret-
ful and impatient. Patience must have her perfect work;
and trials are sent for the purpose of testing and strength-
ening it. It is the spirit of unbelief to say, when trials
are continued and increased, and hope is deferred—‘ Why
should I wait for the Lord any longer?” (2 Kings vi. 32.)
Israel’s sin was ‘“mwrmuring,”’ as it was the ground of
their frequent chastisement. We, too, are prone to mani-
fest the same spirit, when disappointed in our expectations,
and visited with afflictions of larger or shorter continuance
—of greater or less severity. This wearying and repining
under chastisement is always wrong—manifesting unbelief
and rebellion against God, unfitting for enduring greater
trials, and provoking the Divine displeasure.. Our duty is
to ‘““rejoice evermore.” Our privilege 1s to “glory in
tinbulation, knowing that tribulation worketh patience,
and patience experience, and expericnce the hope that
maketh not ashamed.” (Rom. v. 3, 4.)

This weariness in duty and forsaking it arises in many
cuscs from the spiritual state being wnchanged.  'This is
the grand reason why men bocomo tired of roligion, or
givee over and forsako the way of duty. Thoy havo not
“the root of the matter in thom.”  Thoeir hoarts woro
never truly inclined to God’s ways, and thoy had no
ppivitual apprehension of Divine things, nor truo relish
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for the blessings of salvation. Hence they ¢ trust in the
land of peace,”- instead of confiding wholly in God’s mercy
and salvation. They presume on the continuance of life
and health, and cherish hopes unsubstantial and delusive.
From such a state of spirit nothing but weariness and
fainting are to be expected. Trials of whatever kind—
coming from the Divine hand—are designed to benefit us,
and to minister to us the fruit of righteousness. We are
rebuked and chastened for our profit, that we may become
““ partalers of God’s holiness.” Mercies, warnings, trials
only harden the more, if they are unheeded and misim-
proved. The fig tree that remains barren, after repeated
sparing and means of improvement, is at length cut down,
and cast out as a ‘“ cumberer of the ground.” The earth
that, after much -cultivation, only ¢ bears briers and
thorns, is nigh unto cursing, whose end is to be burned.”
Let us be assured that God will test us and try us; and let
us constantly fear lest, by wearying, repining, or apostacy,
we give evidence of the nature being unchanged; and we
remain under the curse, to be doomed to final rejection and
misery.

II. Tue SorLExx INQUIRY.

The two-fold expostulation—‘“How will ye contend
with horses?” “What will ye do in the swellings ot
Jordan?” implies that those to whom it is addressed will
be called to greater efforts, and that their strength will be
unavailing against powerful enemies and overwhelming
calamitios.  If they proved so weak when it was only
“footmon” with whom they had to run, how would they
bo ablo to compoto in the raco with horses? 1f they were
woaried and oxhaustod ““in the land of peace,” how would
thoy stand in tho overflowing flood, and butfet the im-
petuous waves of the Jordan?

Theko onrnost inquirios aro designed to convey to us
tho most woighty and important instruction.
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Fivst—1f less trials are not duly improved we may expect
greater. 'This is a rule of the Divine procedure, both in
relation to saints and sinners. (God has many rods in His
hand, and He employs them as He sees fit for correction
and punishment. A period of long-suffering forbearaunce
1s frequently succeeded by a time of avenging justice.
God makes a ‘“full end of the nations” that oppress His
people, while He spares them in the greatness of his tender
mercy and compassion. Mercies slighted and trials un-
improved tend the more to harden, and thus to prepare
for wrathful visitations. ‘I hid me, and was wroth, and
he went on frowardly in the way of his heart.”” ‘“He that
being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall be sud-
denly destroyed, and that without remedy.” (Isa. lvii. 17;
Prov. xxix. 1.) It is a sure sign of vengeance and de-
struction approaching, either wupon individuals or nations.
when warnings pass unheeded, when opportunities and
privileges are not improved, and when afflictions produce
no sanctified results.

Secondly—=Special preparation is required for approaching
trials. In the land of peace we should expect war and
confusion; when running with footmen, we should prepare
for the contest with horses. We are constantly liable to
reverses 1n our condition, and our prosperous state may be
speedily turned into misery. Health may fail, our friends
change, or be removed by death. ‘“Riches make to them-
selves wings and fly away.” Gourds of earthly comfort are
nipped and perish in a night. Trals accumulate and
gather from various quarters. “Man is horn to trouble,
as the sparks fly upward.”  Admonished of coming changes
and troubles, we should seck always to havo our lights burm-
ing, and our loins girded. Wo should “prepare to moeet
God,” und should wait for ITim in the way of Tlis judg-
ments, A day of opportunity is givon us for this purpose.
It iw Jikened to a seed time; and we nro impressively taught
that the Jurvest will follow the rowing, and will resomblo
it i nature and quality,  ““What a man sowoth, the sume
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shall he also reap.” “He that soweth to the flesh, shall
of the flesh reap corruption, but he that sowetl to the
Spirit, shall of the Spiritreap life everlasting.” (Gal. vi. 8.)
““Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation,
and hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength,
therefore shalt thou plant pleasant plants, and shalt set it
with strange slips: in the day shalt thou make thy plant
'to grow, and in the morning shalt thou malke thy seed to
flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of
grief, and of desperate sorrow.” (Isa. xvii. 10, 11.) It
behoves us to have the anchor prepared before the tempest
rises, if we wouald weather the storm, or reach the haven
in safety. We should enter the ark before the deluge
comes. Our house must be founded on a rock, if it would
stand when the winds and waves beat upon it, and we are
to escape the impending destruction. We must seek
actual preparation for a day of trial and conflict. We
must take to ourselves, and put on the whole panoply of
God, that we may be able to stand in the day of evil. Our
great duty is to draw strength from the Fountain of might,
that we may be equipped for the battle. We are to be
‘““strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” ‘‘Be of good
courage, and He shall strengthen your heart, all ye that
hope in the Lord.” (Ps. xxviii. 24.) Seasons that are
unimproved do not return. Opportunities neglected not
only pass away for ever, but they entail fearful retribution.
Evils, that by due consideration might have been escaped.
accumulato, till they become overwhelming. In bitterand
unavailing regrot, the slothful and negligent are compelled
to exclaim: “Tho harvest is past, the summer is ended.
and wo aro not saved.” (Jer. viii. 20.)

Thirdly—Tho inquiry may bo regavded as chiefly having
respect to the dying scene.  "L'ho figurative allusion to greater
troubles is taken from what is known about some lastern
rivers,  I'rom the snow anolting, and the heavy rain-falls
in mountuinous rogions, they are increased in volume and
overflow their ordinury chunnols,  Jordan—at all times,
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as its name imports, rapid running—when swollen by the
dissolving of the snows on Lebanon, spreads widely over
the adjacent country. Thus was it when Isracl, under the
leadership of Joshua, entered the land of promise. The
river was in full flood at the time Israel was to pass over.
It had overflowed all its banks; and only by a miracle of
power could the people enter their covenanted inheritance,
in the view of hosts of opposing enemies. When an
obstacle which no created power could remove interposed
between them and the desired possession, and they were
made fully sensible of their own weakness, then the Lord
wrought for them glorious deliverance. ~When the ark of
the covenant—the chosen symbol of the Divine presence
and power—was borne to the margin of the flood, and the
priests’ feet dipped in the waters, then Jordan was ‘“driven
back,” and Israel entered Canaan triumphant, as on dry
ground. T

As Jordan was the limit of the desert-wandering, and
separated the wilderness from the land of promise, so the
inquiry in the text may be regarded as pointing to a dying
hour, and an entrance into the eternal world. ILet us
notice briefly some of the difficulties and terrors of the
scene that would seem to demand special preparation—that
require that we should know what to do amid the swellings
of Jordan.

The 0ld Lion is there. The sweeping destruction caused
by the Babylonish invader is once and again likened to the
lion roused from his lair by a sudden inundation. ¢ He
shall come up like a lion from the swelling of Jordan
against the habitation of the strong.” (Jer. xlix. 19; 1. 44.)
Satan, the great adversary, is frequently compared to a
lion who goes about secking whom le may devour—to a
lion “lurking and ravening for his proy.” TUnder the
broken covenunt ho has ““the power of death” (IIeb. ii.
11), viewed as o ponal infliction. o is tho oxecutioner
of Divine wrath against tho ungodly, The wicked, in
death, are “driven awny in their wickodness;” and Sutun,
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‘“ their greatest enemy,” is given ‘“to stand at their right
hand.” Devils seize the disembodied soul to carry it to the
prison of endless woe. KEven the saints at times, as they
approach the death-scene, have to encounter the assaults of
the destroyer. Power is permitted him to bruise ‘‘the
hieel ”’ of the covenant-seed, and to put them in fear, though
he cannot touch their life, and his own head is effectually
bruised. It concerns us all to ask what they will do in
this conflict with Apollyon ? If you have been in his
service, and been led away by his temptations, what will
you do when he comes to take the prey? How fearful is it
to bhe fully given over to the tormentors! Even if we have
been redeemed from the enemy’s hand, we need to prepare
for the conflict ¢ with the rulers of the darkness of this
world,” and to take ‘‘the whole armour of God, that we
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand.” (Eph. vi. 13.)

Troubles in death are at times manifold and complicated.
At the parting scene they gather from various quarters.
The waters overflow, and appear to interpose between the-
saints and the fulfilment of the promise. Health is gone,
and affliction and pains seize on the body. The removal
of tried friends has taken away those who sustained and
comforted us. Outward circumstances are changed, and
betimes the pressure of penury aggravates other sufferings.
Distress of mind and anguish of spirit intensify the out-
ward trouble. The suftferer knows not whither to turn for
relief. Clouds and darkness surround him. The floods
have gone over his soul. THo has come into deep waters,
where there is no standing. When brought into such »
condition, it hehovoes us to inquire what wo will do.  Who
can assungo the swollen billows? It in the land of peace,
before aflliction camo, wo weoro woariod, how will we bear
up when diversified troubles assail? 11 light attlictions
wora so litflo improved, and the rebollious spirit know so
littlo comfort, what will wo do in a season of distross and
sorrow ?  © What will yo do in the day of visitation and in
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the desolation which shall come from far? to whom will
yve flee for help? and to whom will ye leave your glory "
Isa. x. 3.) The river of death is at times swollen and
impetuous more than ordinary, when the passage is to be
made. The Christian pilgrim found the waters ‘“ cold and
rapid withal;”’ and once and again his head sank beneath
the stream. The thought that thus it may be in our case,
when we are called to go over, should lead us to solemn
preparation. We should see to be able even now to declare
what we shall do in the swellings of Jordan.

Strength fails, and opportunities are reckoned for and
reversed. 'The period of death is one of weakness and de-
cay. Flesh and heart faint and fail. ¢ The strong men
bow themselves, and the grasshopper becomes a burden.”
The vigour of the body is gone—the powers of the mind
are impaired—the strength of the whole man is enfeebled.
Thus reduced to helpless infirmity, how can you bear up?
If caught in a tempest, what will you do for a refuge,’
when, even were one discovered, there is no strength to
run into it for shelter? If we fall down under the flood,
we will be overwhelmed for ever. ¢ Can thine heart en-
dure, or thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall
deal with thee? I the Lord have spoken it, and will do
it.” (Ezck. xxii. 14.)  Opportunities neglected and misim-
proved are not ouly removed, but incur fearful retribution.
The sumimer past, and the harvest ended, salvation is un-
attainable for cver. Sabbaths, ministers, Gospel offers
and warnings arve removed, no longer to be enjoyed. Their
misimprovement involves their forfeiture. Tho talent un-
occupied is taken fromn the slothful servaut. ¢ IFrom him
thut hath not shall bo tuken away even that which ho
hath.” (Mutt, xxv. 29.)  The burren fig tree is cut down as
a cumberer of the ground, und given up as fuel for the burn-
ing. When the Muster of the house has rison up and shut
to the door, what will those do who aro loft without? All
the strength of man and of ungels is unuvailing to roopon
it.,  ** Muny shull seck to enter in, und shull not bo uble.”
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L 4

Preparation for death and meetness for heaven are indispen-
sable. 'The sting of death remains when sin is unpurged.
The unrenewed and the unclean cannot enter the heavenly
kingdom. ‘“Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.”
Moral purity—the fruit of the Saviour’s grace—will alone
uphold in the swellings of Jordan. This will be a defence
from the power of the roaring lion. In ¢ the way of
holiness,” in which the redeemed walk, ‘“no lion shall be
there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon.” (Isa.
xxxv. 9.) With sin unpardoned, and corruption unsub-
dued, none can tell what to do when death comes.
But in union to Christ—clothed with His righteousness,
and with the Spirit’s graces in exercise—death is divested
of its terrors. ‘“They that were ready” go in with the
Bridegroom to the marriage. The Saviowr receives to
Himself the servants that wait for Him; admission to the
joys of their Lord is ample compensation for all the trials
and sorrows of their earthly pilgrimage.

The * swellings of .Jordan” must be passed by every
one either for final happiness or for everlasting destruction.
Death intervenes between us and the world of spirits.
¢TIt 1s appointed to all men once to die.”” We cannot drive
back the stream, and arrest the onward current; and there
is no circuitous way by which we can enter the land of
promise, without coming in contact with the dark waters.
The river that separates time from eternity will not stay
its course till a single traveller of all the vast multitude
has passed through. Our lot for eternity is irrevocably
fixed at ¢ the swellings of Jordan.” As we enter, it is
cither to go to the heavenly Canaan, or to be swept down—
a wreck on the shores of a lost oternity. With such
solemn prospects bofore you, what will you do, when but
w step 18 between you and death? O sinners!—thought-
loss, pollutod robols!—what will you do when God arises
to judgment—when He will sot your ‘‘iniquities before
Him—your socrot sins in the light of Ilis countenance®?
(P’su. xe. 8.)
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11I. Prarxy DirgcTIONS IN REPLY TO THE INQUIRY.

It is useless to reiterate these questions and leave thent
unanswered. It were unfeeling and cruel to bring persons
in view of the stronger conflict, and of the swellings of
Jordan, and there leave them without hope. There are
not a few, it is to be feared, who are in this sad condition.
They are either careless and indifferent, or apprehend no
danger; or, if it is in any measure perceived, they are
u.nacqumnted with the effectual means of escape. They
trifle and delay till they are surrounded with the swollen
billows, and then destruction is inevitable. The subject
demands tlie most serious thought. When we suggest how
you may successfully ‘“contend with horses,’”” and how you
may safely pass through the waves of Jordan, it deeply
concerns you to lay these counsels.to heart, and to reduce
them to practice, as you would escape impending ruin, and
secure an entrance into the land of promisé.

1. In the land of peace, choose your Leader, and resolutely
Jollow im. There is only One whois given as a ‘‘Leader
and Commander;’’ ‘‘awitness of the people.” The ‘“Captain
of Salvation” wasmade ‘‘perfect through sufferings,” that
He might ‘“bring many sons to glory.” He is the Lord
of hfe—the “Lord mighty to save.” Already He has
fought the bhattle with'all the enemies of His people, and
achieved for them the victory. - His is an arm of power,
and His right hand is exalted. ‘“All power in heaven and
carth” is given Him for His people’s salvation. Heis the
Conqueror of Death, and the T.ord of the invisible world.
He hag the keys of hiell and of death. We should, above
all, take Christ Jesus for our Leador.  Whon, as Jophthah
addrersed the people assembled at Mizpah, e demands of
ug—*“Shall 1T he your Tead?” we should willingly onlist
under Hiw bauner, and by faith surrendoer ourselves wholly
w Hig lending.,  “hine are wo, and on Thy sido,” 0
Bon of God.” It 08 wwe, with present mercios and
opportunities, that, cmbracing IHim us onr Leader and



16 THI SWELLINGS OF JORDAN.

Saviour, we should surrender ourselves to Him. This
implies a pledge given to forsake other masters, to fight
under His standard, and to follow Him whithersoever
He goes,—to victory or defeat, in life or in death. What-
soever others do, we pledge to Him devoted adherence.
His authoritative direction is, ‘““What is that to thee”
TFollow thou me.”” (John xxi. 22.) In all duty, through
every trial, in the hardest conflict, and when we enter the
swollen river of death, our grand and only business is to
. follow this skilful, gracious, powerful Leader. We should
swear perpetual fealty to Him, be identified with His
people, and seek Him in all Divine ordinances. Thus
will we contend successfully * with horses.”” The Leader
of the Lord’s host will fight for us the battle and achieve
the victory. He will conduct us in safety to the swellings
of Jordan, and go before us as we pass through them.
To the generations following we are to declare with joyful
lips, ““This God is our God, for ever and ever. He will
be our God to death, and above and beyond it.”*

Perform all present duty faithfully. We are not our own.
‘“Bought with a price,” we are the servants of the
heavenly King; and we are called to glorify Him with our
bodies and spirits, which are his. If we come to the Re-
deemer for rest, we must take upon us His ydke, and obey
from the heart all Ilis commandments. We are sent forth
by the Lord to work in His vineyard. Ivery part of His
service, even tho most trying and difficult, is honourable;
u8 ‘‘ the recompoenso of the reward” at present and for the
future is great and glorious.  ‘“1lim that serveth me, him
will my IFathor honour.”  ““And where I am, there will
wlso my sorvant bo.” (John xii, 26.) Talonts and oppor-
tunities ave ontrusted to us for improvoment.  Our Master's
monuoy is given us to oceupy till o comes to require the
finul uccount.  Owr chiof concern is to be faithful to the

“ ' original expression is peouling, implying not only guidance
ne fur ws to death, but above and over it,
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importaut trust, and to give all diligence to be * found of
Him in peace, without spot and blameless.”” Admission to
the joy of the Lord is only for that servant who was active
and faithful. ‘“Be thou faithful unto the death, and I
will give thee a crown of life.” (Rev. ii. 10.)

We should mprove present ¢rials. **In the day of ad-
versity ”’ we are called to ‘“consider.” The great duty of
the afflicted is prayer. Afflictions are sent for the trial of
faith and other graces. Our duty as well as our privilege
is to rejoice in tribulation—not for itself, but on account of
the gracious fruits and effects. Sanctified afflictions ¢ yield
the peaceable fruits of righteousness.” They  work
patience, and patience experience, and experience hope that
maketh not ashamed.” In a twofold way, afflictions are
evidenced to be the discipline of the covenant, and chastise-
ment blessed by the Spirit. They humble us for sins, and
bring us nearer to Christ. Thus are we weaned from the
world, taught to keep God’s law, and we become conformed
to Him who was made perfect through sufferings. We
are led wholly to trust Him who suffered, being tempted,
that e might sympathise with and succour them who are
tempted. DPresent trials are thus unstinged, and when
agreater come, they are felt to be but ¢light and mo-
mentary.” Looking at the things that are unseen and
cternal, they ‘“work out a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory.” (2 Cor. iv. 17.)

It behoves us o die daily. The Apostle reforred to his
own peenliar persecutions, and his exposuro to doaths oft,
when he rind—*“ 1 protest by your rejoicing which I have
in Chrirt Jesus onr Lord, L die daily.” (1 Cor. xv. 31.)
We, o0, thould learn this most important lesson.  In the
pearon of active labour and vigorous loeulth, wo should
prepare for death. 'Wo should loarn to “die daily,” by
doing our life-work with our might, aud in the constant
view of Christ's coming,  We should settlo our accounts
for cternity daily,  In the oxerciso of ull holy gracos, wo
rliould connit o spivits to God, and wait for tho appour-

1
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ance of the Lord. It is required that we be ‘‘ ambitious
to be accepted of Him.”* (2 Cor.v. 9.) We should set
our house in order, and wait for God’s salvation. Fre-
quently reminded that ‘“here we have no continuing city,”
we should ‘““scek one to come, whose Builder and Maker
is God.” Tt concerns us to have our title to the heavenly
state cleared up, and to have the meetness for its full en-
joyment. In the vigorous excrcise of the Spirit’s graces,
we should cherish the ¢ desire to depart, and be with
Christ, which is far better,” than to be employed in the
highest service here, or to enjoy the most exalted privilege
on earth. We should so ‘ give diligence” to ascertain
our calling and election, and to grow in grace, that ¢ an
entrance shall be ministered to us abundantly into the ever-
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
(2 Peter 1. 12.)

Lastly—We should hear the word of our Leader, and fix
our eye and heart on the true Ark of the Covenant when we actually
come to the swellings of Jordan. When Israel was to pass
over the river that separated the wilderness from the pro-
mised land, Joshua, by Divine direction, addressed to them
repeated commands. The ark of the covenant was to be
borne aloft on the shoulders of the priests. A space was
left between it and the people, that they might be duly
impressed with reverence for the symbol of Jchovah’s
presence, and that they might distinctly seo it. So soon
as the feet of tho priests who bore the ark touched the
wators, Jordan was rolled back, and Israel passed through
as on dry ground. This memorable scene displays the
people’s ready obedienco, and the way provided for their
safoty and triumph. So, too, when wo come to trials and
to doath, what is chiefly required of us is child-like, un-
resorved obedionce to tho Mastor’s command. We need
noever foar to go whoro 1le loads. Ho who presovibes the
duty will give strongth for its performance, accopt of our

* Such is the import of the orvigiual term,
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obedience, and crown it with His blessing. The ark was
the token and pledge of God’s covenant of peace—the
designed type of Him who is given ‘‘a covenant for the
people.” In approaching the swellings of Jordan—whether
the heavier troubles of life or the river of death—our
grand concern should be to have our eye and heart fixed
on the covenant of redemption, and on Him who is the
Mediator and dispenser of all its blessings. Other objects
—ministers, the dearest earthly friends—either leave us,
or, if present, they cannot effectually bear us through the
last trouble. In that solemn moment it is only the living
God, ‘‘the Lord of all the carth,” that can bear us up,
and carry us through in safety. When He fulfils His
promise, ‘I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,” we
can want no good thing. Omniscience is present to guide,
an Omnipotent arm is sufficient to sustain, infinite love
-and mercy swrround and come up upon the rereward. All
Israel’s safety, amidst difficulty and threatened danger,
was to follow the ark, and to look to the priests bearing
it, as they stood at the margin of the waters. At the
presence of Israel’s God, Jordan was driven back; and in
glorious triuinph, by a way most unexpected, the ransomed
of the Lord passed out of the wilderness into the land of
promisc. Thus, too, shall we escape from the last trials
of earth, and cnter the heavenly Canaan. Without fear
or dismay, or hesitation, in calmness and patience, com-
mitting our spirits to the God of truth, our redeeming
Head, we may go into the waves of trouble and enter the
river of death.  The God of Salvation is evor mindful of
His covenant.  1lis animating command and assuranco
are, “Fcuar thou not, for I am with thee; boe not dismayed,
for 1 wn thy God.”” Ilis gracious, poworful proesenco 1s
rufficient to uphold in-the greatest weakness and trial, and
1o lewd to glorious delivernnes and trivinph.  1lis word of
praise shull assuredly bo fulfilled: ©“Whoen thou pussest
through the waters, I will ho with theo” to uphold and
deliver.  Support in present trouble s tho plodgo and
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earnest of future deliverance and completed wvictory.
‘““Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among
you, and that Ho will without fail drive out before you
the Canaanites and the Hittites.”” The event and issue of
all trials and deliverances will be that Jesus, the Captain
and Leader of the host, will be magnified in the eyes of
the redeemed. As Joshua was magnified before all the
people when the Jordan was dried up, and they were
conducted safely to the land of promise, so Christ, the
Lord, will have all the glory of the saints’ leading, deliver-
ance, and salvation. To Him pertains, of proper right, the
loud acclaim of all their praise—‘“Thy right hand, O
Lord, is become glorious in power: Thy right hand,
O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.” (Exod. xv. 5;
see ver. 13, 17.)

In ConoLusion—

This subject solemnly addresses all to whom the message is
sent. It admonishes of present duty, and declares the only
way of future safety. 'We beseech you to consider and lay
to heart these weighty inquiries, and the way by which
you may aright prepare for trials, and escape threatened
danger. Accept the counsel of a friend now,—of oune who
must himself contend in the conflict, and must ere long
enter ‘‘the swellings of Jordan.” Some have, in the time
of health and peace, contemned the offer of the Gospel,
and undervalued prayers, which they afterwards eagerly
desired in the timo of affliction, and in the prospect of
death. As you would “stand in tho evil day,” put on the
whole “armour of righteousness.” As you would not
willingly undergo tho horrors of a shipwreck, or be borne
down tho strenm to the gulf of despair, look aund cleave
to Ilim who has conquerod deatly, and who has under-
tukon to load in “a way that is vight” to “the city of
habitation.”

2. It sponks direction and strong consolation to the saints.
Through the grace of tho covenunt, the rvighteous will
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hold on their way, and will run “the race set before them.”
In the conflict with strong and numerous foes, the Captain
of Salvation will go before theni, uphold them with the
power of His right hand, and achieve for them a sure and
certain victory. The swellings of Jordan have been already
passed through in safety by the forerunner, Isracl’s Leader
and Death’s Conqueror, and by a great host of ransomed
ones. If you follow IHim, you will not be an exception.
He will guide you even to death, and above and beyond it.
(Ps. xlviii. 14.) The ark of the covenant of the God of
all the earth will divide the swollen river, and open for
you a safe passage. The feet of the High Priest of owr
profession will stand in the waters till all the redeemed
have passed over. None that were given to Christ—none
that fully commit themselves to Him—can ever perish.
In a way that is right, fulfilling all His promises, and
taking all the glory to Himself, He will conduct them
through difficulties, vanquish for them all enemies, and
bring them to his rest in glory. Their triumphant song
of praise will at length be, ¢“Thanks be to God, which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
““We went through fire and through water: but Thou
broughtest us out into a wealthy place.” (1 Cor. xv. §7;
Ps. Ixvi. 12.)



THE

PLEASURE OF THE LORD PROSPERING
IN THE REDEEMER’S HANDS.

Isaram liii. 10—¢¢ And the pleasurc of the Lord shall prosper in
His hands.”

Tue grand subject of the remarkable prophecy contained
in the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah is Christ Jesus as a
suffering Saviour, and the salvation effected through His
atoning death. In the preceding verses the prophet,
guided by the Spirit of inspiration, had spoken at length
of the Saviowr’s lowly abasement, of His spotless inno-
cency, of the vicarious nature of His sufferings and death,
and of the Father’s vindication of His character, and
approval and acceptance of His work. At this tenth verse
commence predictions concerning the exaltation, glory,
and trinmph of the Messiah. These are singularly preg-
nant in meaning, and fraught with strong consolation to
believers in Christ, when they are conscious of the strength
of corruption in their own hearts, and concerned about the
power and long-continuance of evil in the world.

In tho despite cast upon the suffering Saviour, and in
the embittered afilictions sywhich Ho was called to endure,
it 18 declared that ‘“it pleasod the Ifather to brwise Him,”
or, as it may bo rondered, ‘“Ho was pleased with His
Bruised One.” The sufforor was God’s own Son—His
“Teollow” and ““oloct Sorvant.”” 'The sufferings which He
endurod wore infliccod by Johoval’s hand. He was
pleased with Tlim as the Suvoty provided—IIis sent and
sonled One.  Ilo was woll pleased «» ITim, as, Ly Iis
obedienco unto doath, Ilo fulfillod This will, satisfiod Divine
justico, and propitintod IHis wrath aguainst sinners. The
sufforings of the Suviour, by whatever instruments intlicted,
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came from the hand of Jehovah; they were of Divine
appointment and agency. Iis sacrifice was moreover to
God a ‘“ sweet smelling savour.” When the work of the
Surety was finished, the Divine complacency was signally
displayed. When ‘“His soul shall make an oftering for
sin, He shall sece His seed.”* He was, in the fullest sensc,
a voluntary vietim for human transgression. With all His
heart He yielded up His precious life. His whole human
nature, His living self, was laid upon the altar of Divine
justice, to procure pardon and salvation for perishing
sinners. Then the blessed fruits are declared—*‘ Ile shall
see His seed.” There shall be a great spiritual progeny of
ransomed sinners. A numecrous posterity—as dew-drops
from the womb of the morning, beautiful and refreshing—
will grow up under His eye. He shall see them with
joy, as a loving father beholds with delight a prosperous
family—reflecting His likeness, and perpetuating his name
with honour to coming generations. ‘‘He shall prolong
His days.” His mediatorial life shall be lengthened.
When He dies, He shall live again, by the power of God,
to intercede continually, to reign over all, and to save by
His life all that are reconciled by His blood. Then, it is
emphatically declared in the text—as characteristic of the
whole work of the Redeemer in the purchase and applica-
tion of human redemption, and as furnishing the strongest
ground of confidence and hope to the heirs of salvation—
“The pleasure of Jehovah in His hand shall prosper.”
May we sco and admire the Saviour’s glory, behold by
fuith Jechovall’s pleasure accomplished by His hand, and
contemplate it prospering throughout the world, and to
the end of time, till the whole ecarth shall havo boon filled
with His glory .
We gpeak—

1. Oy rims rrLeasunry or 11y Lo,

The opening phriso—“Tho plonsuro of Jehovah it

* Lo the origiunl words may properly be rendered,
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singularly expressive. It denotes that which is accordant
with His holy nature—the purpose of His sovereign will—
that wherein He has rest and satisfaction, infinite com-
placency and delight. So full of meaning and compre-
heunsive is the expression, that we can only select for
illustration a few views of Jehoval’s good pleasure. Ought
we not, on entering upon a theme so lofty, to seek that
the Holy Spirit, whose office is to glorify Christ, would
enable us to conceive and utter aright thoughts suitable to
this great subject? Should we not fervently pray that
He would enlighten and direct our minds to understand
aright the deep things of God, and dispose our hearts joy-
fully to rest in the assuramce that all Jehovah’s pleasure
shall prosper in the hands of the Elder Brother ?

The pleasure of the Lord is His purpose of grace and
merey toward mankind from eternity. In the Divine fore-
knowledge, man was viewed as fallen, estranged from
God, and lying under His dreadful wrath and curse. In
awful justice, He might have consigned the whole guilty
race to merited punishment, and doomed them to inter-
1inable misery and ruin. Instead of this, in infinite love
and compassion, He entortained for lost sinners thoughts
of peace and designs of mercy. In the counsels of eternity
a Divine determination was framed, that a way of escape
should be opened for the guilty and perishing. This is
unfolded under a variety of expressive designations in the
Scriptures—Jehovah’s ¢ eternal purpose of grace,’” ‘“The
good pleasure of ITis will,”’ of “ His goodness,”” that which
““ He purposed in Himself.” This eternal purpose is sove-
reign and most gracious. Tho angels that kept not their
first ostato woro passed by, and no Saviour or salvation
providod for them. Ifor fallem man thore was opened,
through God’s wisdom and love, ‘“a door of hope.” The
throno of Divine sovereignty was tho seat of astonishing
morcy ; and upon tho ruins of man’s fall has been erected
u glorious supoerstructuro, tho hoadstoneo of which was to be
brought forth with loud hosannas of ¢ Grace, graco unto it.”
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To advance His own glory and the well-being of creation,
the wondrous plan of mercy was formed from eternity iu
the counsels of Godhead. The eternal Son, who was in
the bosom of the Father, rejoiced ‘“in the habitable parts
of the earth; and His delights were with the sons of
men.” (Prov. viii. 31.)

The pleasure of the Lord, is, again, His glory in the
covenant of redemption. 'This was the blessed plan for
accomplishing the end of God’'s gracious purpose, and
ensuring the glorious results. The high design was that
mercy should be ‘“built up to endure for ever,” and for
this end the covenant of peace was framed. I have made
a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my
servant, thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up
thy throne to all generations.” (Ps. Ixxxix. 2, 3, 4.) This
covenant of rich grace—the counsel of peace—was framed
from eternity among the persons of the blessed Godhead.
A Mediator was appointed and a Surety provided. Mutual
stipulations were entered into, and the wondrous transac-
tion was ratified by the oath of the Eternal. Thus, by
‘“two immutable things”—the word and the oath of
Jehovah—was provided ‘‘strong consolation for them that
flee for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before them.”
(Heb. vi. 18.) In virtue of the covenant-engagement, the
obedience and sufferings of the Redeemer obtain a
glorious reward. Sinners redeemed by Christ are recon-
ciled to God, stand in the most endeared relation to Him,
and are ultimately brought home to glory. A Divine
righteousness has been brought in and made available for
all believers. The Spirit is freely given them, and all are
theirs, as they are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. (1 Cor.
. 22.) The covenant—*‘ ordered in all things and sure”
—-containg nothing but blessing for the heirs of salvation.
Ag ratified by the blood of the Testator, it becomes a
w:stamentary deed to those who are represented in it—tho
objects of Divine Jove from cternity.  All Jehovals deal-
ings towards themn are in covenant-love and tondor morcy.
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His throne is encircled with a “rainbow in sight like an
emerald.” The dispensations which proceed from it are in
““mercy and truth going before His face.”” This is evi-
dently Jehovah’s eternal good pleasure—that in which His
glory is brightly manifested. Delighting in the covenant-
relation, He declares, I will be to them a God, and they
shall be to me a people.” (Heb. viii. 10.) “The moun-
tains shall depart, and the hills he removed; but my
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath
mercy on thee.” (Isa.liv. 10.) All things in grace and pro-
vidence—all things in life and death, in time and eternity,
that relate to the safety and salvation of the redeemed—
are in the covenant, ordered in infinite wisdom, and the ad-
ministration entrusted to the Mediator, and therefore the
pleasure of the Liord must ever prosper in His hand.

The conversion and salvation of the redcemed are the
peculiar pleasure of Jehovah, prospering in the Redeemer’s
hand. This is carrying into effect the purpose of love
entertained from eternity—this i1s the application of the
redemption provided. Jehovah has done whatever pleased
Him, in creating and ordering the material universe. ‘For
thy pleasure they are and were created.”” The move-
ments of Providence are the development of the Divine
decree. ‘‘He doeth according to His will in the hosts of
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth.” A ran-
somed church on earth is the highest manifestation to our
world of Jehoval's glory. 'The Gospel preached throughout
the nations is tho message of Divine benevolence to a guilty
and robellious race. While it ascribes ¢ glory to God in
tho highoest,” it proclaims ‘‘ peaco on earth, good will to
men.” (Luke ii. 14.) Tho word, when it comes with
power, displays Divine sovereignty. To somo it proves
“tho savour of lifo unto lite,” while to others it 1s ¢ the
savour of death unto death.” One sinner converted by the
instrumentality of the word is a greator moral wonder than
tho matorinl world orontod.  With a voico from the ex-
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cellent glory, the cternal Father declared of the Saviour,
when in lowly abasement, ‘‘This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.” Jehovah is still well pleased
in the work of bringing near His salvation, and with every
sinner that flees to Him for refuge from the wrath to
come. ‘“There is joy in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth.” The “Lord is well pleased for His rightcous-
ness’ sake’’ with all that take shelter under the covert of
blood, and that ‘through hope betake themselves to His
mercy.” A ‘“willing people come to Him in the day of
His power,”” appearing in ‘‘ the beauties of holiness,”” from
““the womb of the morning,” with the attractive ‘“dew of
their youth.” God has ‘‘pleasure in His saints.” Their
prayers and praises are His delight; their spiritual sacri-
fices are to Him a sweet-smelling savour. He loves His
servants’ peace. Zion is His chosen rest. He dwells among
His people. His glory is great in their salvation. This is
pre-eminently His work in the earth, by which He accom-
plishes His wise and holy purposes. ‘“The Lord hath
made known His salvation. His righteousness hath He
openly showed in the sight of the heathen. He hath
remembered His mercy and Iis truth toward the house of
Isracl: all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of
our God.” (Ps. xcviii. 2, 3.)

Jehovah’s dispensations of providence mn and toward IIis
church declare His pleasure. The Shepherd of Isracl
gathers, feeds, increases, and prospers His flock. Again,
He chastises, afflicts, and scatters thom. The eyes and the
heart of the Lord are upon the church perpetually. Ile
walks in the midst of the golden candlesticks, and holds
the stars in His right hand. Zion is engraven upon ‘ the
palms of His hands, and her walls are continually before
Him.” (Isa. xlix. 16.) ISven when theso are hroken down,
He returns to the long desolations.  “ Ho will build up
Zion, and appear in Iis glory.” (Ps. cii. 16.) At times
He sends “a plentiful rain to confirm Ilis inhoritance
when it is woary,” and Tle makes His poople and ““ the
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places round about His hill a blessing.” (Ezek. xxxiv. 26.)
Again, He lays waste His vineyard, and commands ‘¢the
clouds that they rain no rain upon 1t.” (Isa. v. 6.) With
His fan in his hand He throughly purges His floor. His
““fire is in Zion, and His furnace in Jerusalem.” (Isa.
xxxi. 9.) Seasons of sifting and trial in the church are
sent for the fuller and brighter display of her holy pro-
fession, and for the purification of her members. The
remnant left after visitations of judgment are consecrated
and blessed—¢‘ I will bring the third part through the fire,
and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them
as gold is tried; they shall call on my name, and I will
hear them: I will say, It is my people; and they shall say,
The Lord is my God.” (Zech. xiii. 9.) The Divine dis-
pensations foward the church, as well as those within her,
manifest Jehovah’s pleasure prospering in the Redeemer’s
hand. The severity of God in the rejection of the Jews
made way for the display of His goodness in the calling of
the Gentiles. The persecutions of the church have pro-
moted her purity and enlargement. The sufferings of our
‘Covenanted fathers were made the means of testing great
principles, and of diffusing them throughout the earth.
Days of affliction often prove to the church, as they do to
individual believers, seasons of blessing. When the chatf
1s blown away, the precious grain is gathered as the seed
of a future harvest. Graces exposed to fiery trials are
thereby refined and strengthened; and, when brought out
of them, they are found more precious than perishable
gold, to ‘‘praise and honour and glory at the appeariug of
Josus Christ.”

The full establishment of the reign of righteousness and
pewce in the earth is ovidently God's pleasure. This 1s a
chief dosign for which the schemo of natural things was
brought into oxistonce—this the grand end of all Provi-
dential movoments.  Tvil, wide-spread and long-existing,
in rostrninod, crushed, and ultimately subdued and
Lanishod, Tho kingdom of God shall be universally
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established. The enthroned Mecdiator puts down all
opposing rule and authority, and assumes His great power
to reign. ‘‘Righteousness and praisc shall spring forth
before all the nations.” The ‘“mountains shall bring peace
to the people, and the little hills, by rightcousness.” (Ps.
Ixxii. 3.) The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord. The kingdom of truth, light, and love shall be
universally established. ‘“Men shall be blessed in the
Redeemer, and all nations shall call Him blessed.” (Ps.
Ixxii. 17.) This is the grand destiny to which the world’s
history looks forward; and the roll of ages, and all provi-
dential changes, are hastening its full development. It
is Jehovah’s highest pleasure that all men should honour
the Son, even as they honour the Iather. When all
opposing authority and power shall have been put down,
the exalted Mediator ‘“shall have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the river unto the ends of the earth.” (DPs. Ixxii.
8.) ‘“The Lord shall be king over all the earth; in that
day shall there be one Lord, and His name one.” (Zech.
xiv. 9.) “Every knee shall bow” in homage to Him, and
every tonguc confess that Jesus Christ 1s Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.” (Phil. ii. 10, 11.)

II. Consider Jehovah’s pleasure
Irv Crnist’s 11ANDS, AND ITS CONSLQUENT TROSPERITY.

The text contains the emphatic assuranco that Je-
hoval’s puwrpose will take effect. Not the smallest part
of it can possibly fail.  In the Divine dispensations thore
are no disappointments, and no successful rosistance.  The
grand renson is that tho government is upon Johoval's
shoulders, und the manngement of all is in 1lis hands.

It wus entrusted to Ilfim from etermity.  “Ilolp” to
uphiold His people and enuwse, nnd to carry out into oxecu-
tion the whole plan, wan Inid upon “Ono that is mighty.”
He s the “elect” servant of the Futhoer, whom 1o upholds,
and 1 whow Tk soul delights, e was sot up lrom
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everlasting; and into His hands was committed the
wondrous design of making the brightest display of God’s
glory, in man’s salvation. As Mediator of the covenant,
He undertook the momentous affair, and ‘ engaged His
heart to draw near the IFather.” He struck hands and
became Surety. The whole contrivance of the covenant of
grace was laid upon Iim, and he willingly consented to
the arrangement. Infinite love and wisdom could find
none so suitable. He took in hand to fulfil all God’s
pleasure, in rescuing men from sin and misery, and to
give them eternal salvation. Thus was He given “a
covenant of the people,” to ‘‘establish the earth, to cause
to inherit the desolate heritages.”

He was early exhibited carrying it forward. So soon as
man had sinned, and the curse had entered, the Mediator
was seen engaged in the administration of the covenant.
He displayed His regal authority in pronouncing sentence
upon the serpent, on the ground, and upon the offending
human pair. He spoke the message of peace and love to
the fallen and guilty in the first promise. The pleasure of
Jehovah prospering in the Messiah’s hands was seen in
calling the patriarchs, and in giving the law, with its
ordinances and ceremonies—types and shadows of good
things to come. It was a gracious dispensation, adapted
to the childhood of the church, permeated with promises
and principles of infinite tenderness and beneficence.
God’s dealings with His ancient covenant-people showed
in all things Iis good pleasure in making to them
spirifual discoverios and conforring eminent Dblessings.
At tho timo {ixed in tho Abrahamic covenant, o
broko tho yoke of the ligyptian oppressor, and, with
a high hand, Ho lod them out from the iron furnace.
Thoeir wholo leading to the land of promise was in
sovoroign love and condesconding graco and mercy. He
divided bofore them tho Rod Sen, and destroyed their
encmios,  'T'ho cloudy pillar—tho symbol of 1lis gracious
prosonce— conducted them through the desext. 1o fed
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them with manna from heaven, and gave them water
from the rock to drink. He took them into covenant with
Himself at Sinai, and from * His right hand went a fiery
law for them.” He appointed for them statutes and
ordinances most righteous. His tabernacle was placed
among them ; and He walked with them, owning them to
be a- people of inheritance and ‘““a peculiar treasure.”
Throughout the ancient economy, in the marked separation
and blessing of Abraham’s seed, there was a wondrous
display of sovereign grace and electing love. In the new
economy—to the Christian church—there is a much fuller
and brighter manifestation of Jehovah’s good pleasure in
relation to man’s salvation. Ancient shadows have given
place to the living glorious substance. What was am-
biguous in former revelations has been clearly explained.
The darkness that rested on the sanctuary and its worship
has been illuminated. We now see the entire fabric of
creation and the whole system of providence subordinated
to the scheme of human redemption. The pleasure of
Jehovah was ever prospering in the Messiah’s hands from
the Fall till His advent in the flesh. When the ‘‘ Desire
of all nations” comes to His temple, the revolutions that
take place among the nations are the instrumentality em-
ployed for accomplishing His designs of love and mercy
towards the church, established upon the mountains and
crowned with honour and blessing.

The Redeemer’s atoning death pre-eminently exhibits
the pleasure of Jehovah, To this, as the grand crisis of
the world’s history, and the ground of the church’s salva-
tion, all promises, prophecies, and types, and all provi-
dential movements looked forward from tho hoeginning.
The Baviowy to come wag *tho Lamb slain from tho
foundation of the world.”  He was tho fulfilmont of all the
promises given o the fathers,  To Abraham, o wus held
forth ax ** the Seed,” in whom all the fumilies of the carth
should be blessed,  Ho was seen by Jucob aw ““tho Shiloh,”
to whom “the gathering” aud obedienco of the nations
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should be. Isaiah beheld Him as the suffering ‘‘Servant’
of Jehovah, and as a mighty Deliverer. To Him all the
prophets bore witness, when they ‘testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.”
All ““the pleasure of Jehovah,” and that in which His glory
is made great, was entrusted to the Redeemer to accomplish,
and was destined without fail to prosper in His hands. - But,
in a special sense, His atoning death was the pleasure of the
Lord. It was the grand design of the counsels of eternity.
The Surety of the covenant was appointed, and He
willingly engaged to suffer and die as the chosen vietim
for human transgression. In ‘‘the fulness of time’” He
came to do the will of the Father. In the most momentous
crisis of His obedience on earth a voice from the excellent
glory again and again proclaimed, ‘“This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” The Father had infinite
complacency in the Saviour’s undertaking, and in all that
He did and suffered for its accomplishment. His death
was that of a substitute for sin; and in it He finished the
work that was given Him to do, and glorified the Divine
character, counsels, and government. The overpowering
glory of all God’s perfections was seen amidst the agonies
of Gethsemane, and the darkness of the crucifixion. This
was the centre of the whole Divine government, and the
- great end of the Saviour’s mission. He came ‘‘not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a
ransom for many.” He ‘“has redeemed us from the curse
of the law, being made a curse for us.” The noon-
tide display of the love of God was here. ‘‘Herein
18 love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us.
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for owr sins.”
(1 John iv. 10.) “God commendeth His love towards
us, in that, whilo wo were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.” (Rom. v. 8.) God’s justico, holiness, truth, and
lovo received their brightest illustration, and were seen i
perfect himrmony in tho cross. ¢ Morey and truth ave met
togother; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”
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(Ps. Ixxxv. 11.) The results of the atonement bring a
revenue of boundless honour to all the persons of the God-
head, and to the whole Divine government. When it
pleased the IFather to bruise Him, and put Him to grief, a
way was opencd up for the brightest display of all God’s
glory in man’s redemption. The law is “magnified and
made honourable,” and  the Lord is well pleased for His
righteousness’ sake.” By the ‘stripes’ of the suffering
Saviour sinners in vast numbers are healed; enemies are
vanquished, hosts of evil are brought down, and everything
that would prevent the full manifestation of Jehovah’s
purpose of love and mercy to the world is removed. The
full glad tidings of salvation issue from the atoning death
of Christ. ‘It became Him, for whom are all things, and
by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory,
to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.” (Hebrews ii. 10.)

Again, by the communication of the Spirit, the pleasure of
Jehovah prospers in the Redeemer’s hand. In the eternal
covenant the Third Person of the Godhead was a consent-
ing and approving party. In every part of the costly
scheme of human redemption,- He cordially co-operates.
The whole application of the purpose of God’s love and
mercy, and of the Redeemer’s purchase, is in His hands.
‘When He comes, as the fruit of the Saviour’s ascension to
heaven, 1t 1s to “glorify Christ,” and to take of the things
that are Christ’s, and show them to His people. He is
now, in Iis whole mission and work, ‘“the Comforter”
sent as the substitute of Christ, to carry forward His work
on earth, till His kingdom shall be fully established, and
all the clect shall he brought home to glory. The saving
work of the Spirit on the human soul in awakening, con-
verting, sanctifying, and comforting, is the pleasure of
Jehovah,  Thus the moral image of Christ is implanted,
and the renewed believer is enabled to do thoso things
which are pleasing in 1lis sight.  As Ho receives the seal
and carnest of the Spirit, e enjoys fellowship with God,

¢
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and becomes partaker of all spiritual blessings. The
effusion of the Spirit on the church at different epochs
displays the exceeding greatness of His power, and His
condescending wondrous love. He dwells in Zion as His
chosen rest: He waters His heritage with a plenteous rain.
Its teeming fertility gives evidence of the abundance
of the blessing conferred. And the works of faith and
labours of love performed by the church attest that she
has been made a blessing in the earth. Thus did the
pleasure of Jehovah greatly prosper in the plentiful
effusion of the Spirit at Pentecost; and thus, too, in many
subsequent periods of revival, His presence and efficacious
agency have been the source of-rich and manifold blessing.
The dry bones have been awakened, and become instinct
with life. Spiritual light has increased in brightness and
splendour, and been widely diffused. Multitudes of saved
ones have been added to the church. Men, called and
separated, have been taken into ‘‘the bond of the covenant;”
and as they became ‘“‘a willing people” in ‘‘the day of
power,”’ they have shone forth numerous and attractively
beautiful, as the pearly dew-drops ‘“from the womb of the
morning.” All that the Spirit does savingly, in reviving the
church, and rendering it verdant and fruitful, is eminently
matter of Divine complacency and delight—the pleasure of
Jehovah prospering in the Redeemer’s hand. The dispensa-
tion of the Spirit is His. He asks the Father, and sends forth
tho Comforter. When those who are athirst come to Him,
out of thoir belly He causes to flow rivers of living water.
ITe pours water in abundance upon the thirsty, and floods
upon the dry ground; and they ‘“shall spring up as among
tho grass, and as willows by the water courses.” The
futuro period of tho church’s enlargement and blessing
will be tho seuson at once of the Spirit’s glorious powen,
and of tho Suvour’s universal blessing. Her “righteous-
noss shall go forth us brightness,” and *“the salvation
thoroof us o lamp that burneth.” “Thou shalt also be a
crown of glory in tho hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem
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in the hand of thy God. Thou shalt be called Hephzi-
bah, and thy land Beulah; for the Lord delighteth in
thee, and thy land shall be married.” {(Isa. lxii. 3, 4.)
Lastly—By powerful and glorious interpositions in Provi-
dence, the pleaswre of Jehovah prospers in the Redeemer's hand.
Providence is the unfolding of God’s purpose, and the
fulfilment of Holy Scripture. The enthroned Mediator
sits on the throne of universe, and all providential move-
ments and events are under His direction and control.
He is the living spirit in the wheels. In appearance as a
man, He sits on the throne above the wheels. With
resplendent glory, the bow in the cloud encircles the
throne, to indicate that all His administrations towards
the church are in covenant-wisdom and love. He alone
1s found able and willing to unloose the seven-sealed book
of the Divine purpose, and to shed the light of His glory
upon its pages, lLowever dark and obscure. Wrathful
inflictions upon enemies, deliverance and blessing to Iis
people, are Jehovah’s pleasure entrusted to the Mediator’s
hands. He has power to execute judgment, because He
is the Son of Man. His work of vengeance displays the
glory of His justice and holiness, and is rendered conducive
to the best interests of His church. By fearful works in
righteousness, e answers the prayers of His saints. When
He breaks the heart of ungodly power, and subverts
systems of iniquity, He builds up Zion, and establishes
the kingdom that shall never pass to another people. The
Mediator rules in heaven, and among carth’s inhabitants,
and does whatever is His sovereign pleasure. He cannot
fail nor be discouraged, however numerous and powerful
may be Ilis enemies, however strong their opposition, till
“He have set judgment in the earth, and tho isles shall
wait for His Jaw.” The final issuo of all providential
chianges is the bright display of the Redeemenr’s glory in the
chiurch’s universal cstablishment and completed salvation.
““All the trees of the field shall know that I the Lord havo
brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree,
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have dried up the green trece, and have made the dry tree
to flowrish: I the Lord havo spoken and have done it.”
(Ezek. xvii. 24.)

11I. TeHE GROUNDS OF ASSURANCE THAT JENOVAI'S PLEA-
SURE WILL FINALLY AND TULLY PROSPER IN THE
REDEEMER’S MANDS. ,

The case 1s in no wise uncertain or doubtful. There
can be no disappointment or failure, in relation to aught
that is entrusted to the management of the Mediator.
Under His administration the design of Jehovah will be
perfectly accomplished.

He is, fixst, pre-eminently qualified for the important
undertaking. His name alone is excellent. The fulness
of the Godhead bodily is in His person. All Divine
perfections and resources are in Him. (Col. 1. 19.) His
fitness for the execution of the purpose arises not merely
from the Divine appointment,—the plenitude of Divine
love and truth and power are in Christ. His omnipotent
power bids defiance to the attempts of all creatures, and
renders failure in His plans impossible. This is the tried
foundation on which the building of mercy stands secure.
This is the fathomless, inexhaustible fountain, from which
the streams of grace and love for ever flow. To the
Redeemer belongs every suitable qualification for effecting
the high designs of infinite wisdom, and to Iim pertains
the full and undivided glory.

Assured promises, exceeding great and precious, secure
the accomplishment of this prediction. The faithfulness
of God in covenant is pledgod to eftect the Divine purposes.
Tho promises, absoluto and uncouditional, whiclh aro all
“you und amen in Christ Jesus,” are the declarations of
God’s lovo toward the church.  These all have a primary
roforonco to the Saviour—“the mercy promised to the
[uthers”—and to the worle of human salvation, which was
entrusted to [hm to accomplish. e was eavly held forth
un “the Seod of the woman,” who should bruise the
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serpent’s head; as the seed of Abraham, in whom the
nations should be blessed; as the offspring of David, who
would sit upon His throne, and reign gloriously to the
ends of the earth. He was foretold as ‘“the Shiloh,” to
whom should be ‘“the gathering of the people.” He was
‘“the corn of wheat,” that, by dying, was to bear a plentiful
harvest. Exalted at the Iather’s right hand, He was to
reign till all His enemies would be made His footstool.
A seed was guaranteed to serve Him, to be accounted to
Him ‘‘for a generation; they shall come, and shall declare
His righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that
He hath done this.” (Ps. xxii. 30, 31.) These promises
can never fail. Divine power and faithfulness are pledged
for their fulfilment. All people shall do service to the
Redeemer; all kindreds of the nations shall render homage
to Him. Jehovah’s pleasure shall continue to prosper in
the Saviour’s hands, until every gracious promise that
God has given shall be fully accomplished.

All that would Zinder the fulfilment of God’s good
pleasure iz now restrained, and will wltimately be removed.
The Mediator is exalted to hold in check and subvert all
opposing power. Inemies of whatever kind have been
already conquered in the cross; and the risen Saviour sits
at the FFather’s right hand, thenco expecting till they all
shall be made ITis footstool. Great mountains are over-
turned; swelling secas are divided. He opens a path of
safety for His redeemed through the mighty waters. The
universal world-powers, one after another, are brought
down and destroyed. The ““little stone,” cut out without
hands, hecomnes a great mountain, and fills the wholo
carth. When the four horns, the emblem of persecuting
powers, push agminst Jerusalem to destroy her, thero
are rajeed up four carpenters, who fray them, and com-
pletely subvert them,  1To who framod from otornity tho
purpose of wisdom und Jove, for tho manifestation of Ilis
own glory and the chuarel’s good, will offectunlly overturn
all obstacles and hostile powers, until 1Te como whoso
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right it is, and it shall be given Him. (Ezek. xxi. 27.)
The Redeemer, into whose hands is put the execution of
Jehovah’s purpose, removes great impediments outwardly,
and strong internal opposition. A people are made willing
in the day of His glorious power. Heis ‘ Head over all
things to His church;” and all events and powers, even
those which appear the most contrary and hostile, He
makes subservient to the one grand design, and to work
together for the accomplishment of the glorious purpose.
What the reigning Mediator has already done is the
sure pledge of what He will yet accomplish. He has
revealed the Father. He came as the grand representative
of the Godhead to our world, exhibiting His character,
disclosing His purposes, and manifesting His glory. His
name 18 ‘“ Wonderful,” and He has ever done wonders.
The sovereign pleasure of Jehovah in regard to nations,
churches, and individuals, has, in all past time, prospered
in the hand of the reigning Redeemer. He wrought all
His pleasure on Babylon in her destruction. Cyrus, and
Alexander, and Ceasar of old, and mighty warriors and
conquerors in later times, were the appointed instruments
of His vengeance upon guilty nations. The outpouring of
the vials of His indignation wrought deliverance and
manifold salvation for His people. The Lord has pleasure
m them .that fear Him, and that betake themselves with
confidence to His morcy. Ior their sakes He has wrought
desolations on the earth; Ile has given Egypt for their
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for them. Being precious in
His sight, they are honourable; and loving them, He
declares, “I will give moen for them, and people for thy
lifo.” (Isa. xliii. 4.) Deliverances for the church in times
past are the prelude and plodgo of still groator in time to
come., Anti-Christinn power shall be subdued, and the
heavens and oarth shall be shakon and removed, as the
dosignoed preparation for the final establishment of the
kingdom of Christ. Zion shall strengthen heor stakos, and
lengthon hor cords; shoe shall ““stretch forth” the ourtains
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of her habitation. Multitudes shall be gathered into her
fellowship from all lands. The Lord will renew the
former wonders of His power, in working deliverance and
conferring blessing. ‘I will bring again from Bashan;
I will bring again my people from the depths of the sea.”
(Ps. lxviii. 22.) ‘““The mountain of the Lord’s house shall
be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be
exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow into it.”
(Isa. ii. 2.) “‘The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and
all flesh shall see it together.” (Isa. xl. 5.)

Ix CoxcrLusion—

This subject calls upon™us to bless God for His cternal
purpose of mercy, and that its accomplishment has been entrusted
to the Redeemer. The origin of human salvation, the source
of all blessing, is here. The glory of God’s wisdom and
love, of His justice, holiness, and truth, are magnified in
the wondrous design from eternity, and in its execution,
embracing all time, and uniting and combining all events
and agencies in nature and providence. ‘‘He hath made
known unto us the mystery of His will, according to His
good pleasure, which He purposed in Hiniself. That in
the dispensation of the fulness of times, He might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in
heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him.” (Eph. i.
9, 10.) In the fulfilment of God’s purpose of love towards
the redeemed, Christ Jesus was set up as the church’s
living and life-giving Head, and as Head over all things
in the universe for her benefit. Unto Him, as the blessed
centre of unity, the saints in heaven and earth, and holy
angels, are guthered; and all creatures and systems are
rendered subservient to the grand design. Evil is ro-
strained, brought down, and in due time banished from
the carth., The worst of ovils, the most powertul enemios,
instead of frustrating the Divine purposo, are made to
prowots it.  Thoe deuth of Christ, tho persecutions of tho
church, the temptations, sufforings, and diversifiod trials
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of God’s people,—all are rendered conducive to the
prospering of Jehovah’s good pleasure. Nothing 1s
calculated to excite more lively joys, or to call forth
more devout praise, than the unfolding and success of the
Divine decree. It is the sovereign determination of a will
which is infinitely holy, and just, and good. It makes
effectual provision for the grandest display of the Divine
glory, and is productive of the highest good to the universe.
This is fitted at all times to swell the heart with gratitude
and wonder, and to elicit the most grateful praise. ““The
Lord reigneth, He is clothed with majesty; the Lord is
clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself:
the world also is established, that it cannot be moved.”
(Ps. xciii. 1.) “OQur God is in the heavens: he hath done
whatsoever He hath pleased.” (Ps. cxv. 3.)

It concerns us now to take hold of God’s covenant. We,
too, should be well-pleased with Jehovah’s Bruised One.
He has been given “‘a covenant of the people.” All the
provision of God’s everlasting love centres in Christ. He
is all the grace, righteousness, and blessing of the covenant.
As ratified by the blood of the Surety, the covenant has
become a New Testament, conveying rich legacies to the
heirs of salvation. Our first great duty is to embrace
Christ Jesus as He is offered to us in the Gospel. We
should receive His Person as our Head and Husband, lay
hold on His righteousness for pardon and acceptance, and
rost in Him for all our salvation. Our guilt will be
aggravated, and our final state will be feartul, if we refuse
tho invitation, and reject the Saviour offered. He is
assuredly ready and willing to receive sinners that come
to IHim, however guilty, and however manitold and
nggravatod their transgrossions. e rejoices in their
convorsion. The Lord has pleasure in the prayvers and
holy sorvices of Tlis people.  They will be to Him a name
and a praise in tho carth; thoy will ultimately behold His
glory, and sharo l1lis blessodness throughout eternity,
I'rom the consideration of such high and wondrous
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privilege, should we not be led to devote ourselves entirely
to Him as our covenant-portion, that we may serve Him
i newness of life, as the people of His inheritance!

We have here, too, presented the strongest grounds of
assured confidence and of joyfil lope, in relation to the
church’s work, and in all her troubles. His saints are
in His hand. Their work is under His eye. His power
is guaranteed to strengthen and uphold, to sustain and
bless them in its performance; and when it shall have
been finished, from His own hand, gloriously lifted up,
they will receive the recompense of the reward. He never
can forget or forsake the church that He loved and chose
from eternity, and that he purchased with His blood.
Her name is indelibly engraven on the palms of His
hands, and her walls are continually before Him. Trials
of every kind to the church, as appointed in sovereign
wisdom, and sent from Christ’s hand, are a means of
blessing. They are all now working together for good;
and when they have served their designed purpose, they
shall issue in a state of greatly increased spiritual enjoy-
ment. Heresies, divisions, internal corruptions, as well
as persecutions, are designed tests of the church’s faith
and fidelity; and are overruled for her purification and
future enlargement. The principles of truth that are
sown, as ‘‘a handful of corn” on ‘‘the tops of the moun-
tains,” become the seed of a harvest rich with prosperous
fruit. The blood of martyrs proves to be the seed of the
church. “‘They thatcame of Jacoh’—as a worm small and
down-trodden—*“shall bud and hlossom, and fill the face
of the world with fruit.’”’ In keeping the word of the
Saviour’s paticnce, 1lis true witnesses are proscrved ‘‘from
the hour of temptation,” that comes ‘““upon all the world,
to try them that dwell upon the earth.,”  The power of tho
church’s Head, and Iis faithful word of promise, alike
apsure: her true mombers that no weapon formed against
thery ehall prosper; and that the cnuso which they main-
tain ghall one day trivmph over all opposition.  The saints
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may ever rejoice that, in all conflicts and trials, God is
accomplishing in and towards them all His good pleasure.
In the Saviour’s hands, they and all their interests are per-
petually secure, and the issues of all His dealings towards
them can only be joyful and blessed. They are ‘‘chosen
in the furnace of affliction,” and prepared as vessels of
mercy; and when they shall have been ultimately brought
to glory, they will then know that all that befel them in any
way was ordained for the best, appointed in infinite wisdom
and sovereign love. ‘“He led them forth by the right way,
that they might go to a city of habitation.” (Ps. cvii. 7.)

Finally, we should make Jehoval's good pleasure ouwrs, as
the Messiah, in whose hand it prospers, ever does. He
came not to do His own will, but the will of Him that
sent Him. It was His meat and drink to do the will of
His Father, by obeying and suffering, and to finish His
work. Like Him ‘“who went about doing good,” we
should seek first that kingdom which is “righteousness
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”” We should work
the work of the Lord in our day; and fervently should
we pray that His will may be done on earth, as in
heaven. Constantly should we seek that all the good
pleasure of His goodness, and ‘‘the work of faith with
power,” should be fulfilled in us and others. In wondrous
condescension, He is pleased to employ human instrumen-
tality for the destruction of evil, and for filling the earth
with the brightness of His glory. Our highest honour is
to be employed as labourers for effecting this joyful con-
summation. The work has paramount claims upon all
our powers and resources, and is worthy of the entire
devotedness of our hearts and lives. While we willingly
yield ourselves to tho service, ever should we earnostly
pray, ‘‘Lot Thy work appoar unto Thy servants, and Thy
glory unto thoeir childron. And let the beauty of the Tord
our God bo upon us: and establish Thou the work of our
hunds upon us; yen, tho work of our hands establish Thou
it.”” (I'm. x¢. 16, 17.)
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ReVELATION V. 9—‘‘And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art
worthy to take the book, and to open "the seals thereof: for
Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.”

Tae fifth chapter of the Apocalypse, which is a continua-
tion of the preparatory vision recorded in the preceding
chapters, opens with a farther manifestation of the glory of
Him that sat upon the throne,—the chief design being to
exhibit the method of the Divine government, particularly in
relation to the church of redeemed sinners. The adminis-
trations of providence toward the world and toward the
church, which is the centre of the whole, are set forth
under the symbol of a book, seven-sealed, held in the hand
of Him who occupied the throne. As ancient books were
formed of rolls of papyrus or parchment, when each seal
is broken, a part of the record is disclosed, and there is
presented to view an expressive hieroglyphic emblem,
discovering the Divine dispensation towards the.church.
One after another the different seals are unloosed, and
the whole record is fully disclosed; and only when the
last seal is broken, will the contents of the book be
fully unfolded. When none in the ranks of creatures,
in heaven or earth, could respond to the proclama-
tion, nor was able to open the book, or to loose its
seals, one of the elders consoled the weeping Apostlo,
and declared, ““The Lion of the tribe of Judeh,” the ““Root
of David,” hath ‘prevailed to open the book, and to looso
the weven seals thereof.””  This is the glorified Redeomer,
mvested with supreme authority, and having pro-ominent
fituess for the important undertaking.,  Ie is displayed in
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His eternal Godhead, as *‘the Root of David.”” Ile has
all kingly authority, and is the grand subject of ancient
prophecy (Gen. xlix. 9), as the ‘“Lion of Judah’s tribe.”
Like a “Lamb, as it had been slain,” symbolizing His
atoning sacrifice, and the perpetual memorial of it in
heaven, He appeared “in the midst of the throne, and
of the four beasts, and of the clders.” TIle is the grand
central glory of the Divine government, as He maintains
the ncarest and most ecndeared fellowship with the re-
deemed for ever. His ‘“seven horns and seven eyes’ are
emblematical of His almighty power, and of His perfect
Omniscience. I{e has all strength and might for effecting
the high designs of His mediatorial rule, as in Him are
hid all treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and as upon
Him rests without measure the Spirit of revelation, which
is sent forth by Him. He is ‘‘the power of God, and the
wisdom of God, unto salvation to every one that believeth.”
Endued with such high qualifications, the Lamb came and
took the book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon
the throne, as if it pertained to Him by rank and office,
and none else had the right to intermeddle in the mighty
affair. Immediately 1s He recognised by all the dwellers
in glory as being alone adequate and pre-eminently fitted
for the great work of unfolding the Divine purposes, and
conducting the providential government. The fowr living
creatures, and the twenty-four elders, with golden hairps
of praise, and golden vials full of fragrant odours of
spiritual prayers, and both combined, confess the fitness of
the Saviour for the higli office which He assumes; and, with
fervent desires and joyful thanksgivings, ascribe to Him
all worth and worthiness, as He engages in its execution.
The adoring worship of the ransomed church on earth and
in heaven, leads holy angels to join in the same aseription
of praise to the Lamb slain; while the chorus of universe,
of ““every creature in hoaven, and on tho earth, and under
tho ourth, and such as aro in tho sea, and all that are in
them,” unite in rendering “honour, and glory, and power,
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to Him who sits on the throne, and unto the Lamb.”” This
is much more than a lively, lofty description. It is a vision
for the whole church of Christ, in every age and country,
till the end of time; pregnant with instruction and comfort
the most weighty and joy-inspiriflg. Every one to whom
the Gospel message is addressed has a deep personal
interest in it; as we must learn and understand the New
Song, and join the adoring company in singing it now, if
we would at length, with golden harps, perpetually in tune,
sing it before the throne in glory. In expounding and
applying the instruction and consolation presented in this
sublime representation, we shall consider—

1. Tue CoarscTER AND SrEcIAL LEssoxs oF Tk NEw
SoNG oF TI[E REDEEMED.

In the Bible, especially in the devotional parts of it,
there is frequent mention made of a New Song. The de-
signation is given to a song that is newly coniposed—to the
grateful praise that is rendered for new mercies received—
and to that which is sung with affections elevated and
Liearts enlarged. The song of the redeemed, in its matter
and spirit, is perpetually new, as salvation-blessings ever
transcend the loftiest praise; and the saints, as they enjoy
them, speak of them with sweet and rapturous melody.
This vision of the opening of the sealed book, and of the
rejoicing company of saints and angels, is not alone for
heaven. It is indecd seen in its fullest and loftiest mani-
festation there; but it is designed for the church on earth
too. . The ““ golden vials full of odours’ are the praycrs
of saints; and those that asconded from carth give place
in glory to the harps of unceasing praiso. The exalted
Personage, whose worth and worthiness are celebrated, is
known and loved supreanely here. Seen by faith in Ilis
incomparable heauty and excelloncy, Ho is the great Objoct
of adoring wonder—the grand themo of grateful and joy-
ful prairc to His saints.  * The Lord is my strength and
mongg: and He isw Lecome my sulvation.” (s, exviii, 11.)
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As we experience deliverance from his hand, and taste that
He is gracious, ‘‘a new song is put into our mouth, even
praise to our God.” (Ps. x1. 3.) And as we receive from
Him salvation-blessings and share His victories, we triumph
in Christ. Not content to be solitary singers, from the
fulness of the heart, we excite others to unite in lofty
praise—‘‘ O sing unto the Lord a new song; show forth
His salvation from day to day.” (Ps. xevi. 1, 2.) ¢ O sing
unto the Lord a new song, for he hath done marvellous
things. His right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten
Him the victory.” (Ps. xcviii. 1.) The spiritual praises
of the redeemed are begun and learned here. They are
sung in the sanctuary and great congregation—they are
heard in the dwellings of the righteous—they are songs of
the wilderness and of the night—they are uttered from
dying beds, and as the pilgrims pass through the river of
death. The new song rises to its highest notes and
sweetest melody in heaven, and is sung by saints made per- .
fect, and holy angels, throughout eternity. The exalted
Saviour is the grand Object of adoration and praise. He
appears first in the midst of the throne, surrounded
by the ransomed company, and by adoring angels. He
sits at the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens. Ie
stands at the altar, interceding as the great High Priest
of our profession. He is at tho head of the saints,
brought home to heaven, leading them to the heaveunly
pastures, and to ‘‘living fountains of water,” and con-
ducting their lofty praise. When a door is opened in
heaven, and the oye of faith, in its clearest vision, beholds
its surpassing wonders, Christ Jesus, the Saviour of
sinnoers, is the brightness of tho celestial glory. He is
all in all in henvon.  All tho sights and sounds of the
heavonly world are full of Christ.  “The glory of the
Lord doth lighten it, and tho Lamb is the light theroof.”
All tho palms of the rodoomod ave waving in His honour,
all their crowns uro prostrate at his feot, all theiv havps
are vooul in s praiso.  hus nro wo improssively taught
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that whatever men make of Christ now, in heaven His
glory is everything. True veligion on earth is only
different /n degree, not ¢n kind, from the religion of heaven.
And as the Saviour is the First and the ILast—the
central object and the crowning glory of the worship and
service of the inhabitants of heaven—so must He be that
of ours on earth, if we would at length behold His face in
righteousness, and be with Him where He is, beholding
His glory. |

The song of the iedeemed in lonowr of Chiist exhibits the
perfect  harmony between the truths of the Bible and the
sentiments of heaven.

Justly has it been said that the Bible is heaven in
principle and description, and that heaven 1s the Bible in
substance and living action. If we search the Seriptures
from beginning to end, and compare the record with what
we are told of the views and employments, of the dwellers
in glory, we shall find the display of the character and
work of the Redeemer in strict accordance. The Seriptures
testify of Christ as the Son of God, the Creator and moral
Governor of the universe, the redeeming Head of the
Church, the Lord of glory. The same illustrious names
and high dignities pertain to Him as He is seen in
heaven, and as He is worshipped by glorified saints and
the hosts of unsinning angels. History, type, and pro-
phecy all concentrate in Him, and reach in Him their
end and perfect fulfilment. ILike the ladder which Jacob
saw in vision at Bethel, the Saviour connects heaven and
carth. Comparing the testimony of the word concerning
Him with the manifestation of Tlis glory in heaven, it may
be rightly said that Ile brings down heaven to carth;
while, as we behold “the King in Ilis béauty,” Wwe aro
raised up to heaven, and rejoice in the glory to be
revenled.,  We kit even now “‘in heavenly places” with
Chrict. 1§ we are with the Lwoubh’s company on Mount
Zaon on carth, and haveo the 1ather's numo inseribod on
ouy forchicads, we behold by fuith in hright prospect “the
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land that is very far off.” And when we shall afterwards
enter it, as the ransomed of the Lord, it will be to us no
strange land. 'We shall be with the Saviour whom we
found in the Word, whose love and gracious presence we
knew on earth, and who, in matchless condescension, will
come at last to receive us to Himself, that we may enjoy
the mearest and most blissful fellowship with Him for
ever.

The new song of the redeemed declares that salvation
by Chuist s, e the highest degree, pleasing to God, and that
1t pacifies and purifies the sinner’s conscience. The loud and
lofty -sounds around the throne proclaim—‘ Salvation to
our God, and to the Lamb.” The principalities and
powers in the heavenly places regard with enraptured
wonder the exalted Saviour and the redemption which
He has finished. The Iather and the Son, seated on
the throne, conduct the government of the universe with
the object of developing the glorious plan of human
salvation. The ‘“seven lamps of fire’’ that burn before
the throne shed abroad its glory. The ‘“pure river of the
water of life’” that proceeds from beneath the throne of
God and the Lamb, symbolizes the fulness and perpetuity
of salvation-blessings, gladdening the church on earth.
and diffusing everlasting bliss among the saints gathered
home to heaven. God dwelling with His people, and
their songs celebrating salvation, resounding continually
before the throne, show that with the fimished work of
Christ the Lord is well pleased for His righteousness’
sake. The morning song of angels when the Redeemer
became incarnate—¢‘ Glory to God in the highest, on earth
peaco, good will to men”—is sung with enraptured
delight, as the ransomed of tho Lord return to Zion.
aund tho nations of the saved, brought into the immediate
prosence of tho Lamb, ascribo to llim all the glory of
their salvation. The chiof singers in heaven are those
who are redoomed from the pit, and who, now gloritied,
are, through utoning blood, without spot before the throune.
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Amid their triumphant joys and ecstatic praises, they
remember that they were once sinners; and the thought
of what they were, and of what the Saviour has done for
them, enhances all their joys, and intensifies their praise.
A principal note of their song is, ““Thou hast washed us
from our sins in Thy blood.” Their consciences are now
completely purged, so that the remembrance of former sins
excites in them no painful feelings, and only leads them to
joy in the God of their salvation. Their lips do not falter
while they utter Jehovah’s praise, nor their hands tremble
as they touch the chords of the golden harps. They out-
sing the angel-worshippers in glory. There is no feeling
of distance or estrangedness throughout all the redeemed
company. The chief of sinners, when brought home to
heaven, appears in surpassing beauty ; arrayed in the Elder
Brother’s righteousness, and made ‘‘perfect through His
comeliness put upon them,” they reflect His moral likeness.
They come to full fellowship with the persons of the
adorable Trinity, and with holy angels. In the most
endeared intercourse with each other, with nothing to mar
or interrupt it for ever, they have overflowing peace and
endless felicity. |

The song of the redeemed is evidently the New Song.
In one view it is old, as the matter of it was made known
to our first parents iu the revelation of mercy given to
themn after the Ifall, when, through Divinely-instituted
rucrifices, they beheld by faith the Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world. It was sung by Abel, when, in
stated worship at ““the end of the days,” “he offered
to God a more wcceptuble sacrifico than Cuin.”  The
trivmphant song of Moses colobratod, in the signal deliver-
ance wrought for Isruol, w moro glorious sulvation to be
afterwards accomplished by tho death and conquost of
the prowmised Baviour.  Still, when the Redeemeor had
finishicd 1is work on eurth, und ascondod to glory, tho
ronig of the redeemod und the chorus of the ungolic hosts

becaine an u higher and special sense 1 Now Bong, to
L
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remain such to the end of time, and throughout all eternity.
As the Captain of salvation ascended from earth, and ‘‘the
everlasting doors” were opened to receive the mighty
Conqueror to His mediatorial throne, angels and saints
who were already in glory hailed His entrance with en-
raptured wonder and adoring praise. The song which.
they raised differed in clearness of conception and fulness
of utterance from all that had been previously sung in
heaven. It spoke of a mystery that had been hid for ages
as now fully disclosed, and celebrated the honour and
comely majesty of Death’s Conqueror, the Saviour of men.
The event celebrated, the Divine councils fulfilled in re-
demption finished, was wondrous and unexampled in the
history of the universe. It was the one grand central
event in the moral government of God, throwing the flood
of a lofty illustration over the principles of the Divine
rule, explaining all the history of its past dispensations
toward our world, and brightening with the radiance of
joyful hope all the future.

Then, the newness of the song is seen n the vast number
and variety of beings and characiers that are engaged in
singing it. Angels that never fell, in their different ranks
in glory, and as employed in the providential administra-
tion; and the redeemed among men, in all the diversity of
their former conditions; and in their experiences of the
salvation wrought for them; the wandering and lost re-
covered, the guilty pardoned, captives ransomed, brands
plucked from the burning, blood-stained men clothed in
the beauty of holiness; these all unite in the song, while
each feols that he is under peculiar obligations of gratitude
to sing it above all othors. Then it is perpetually new, as
tho tribute of praise will be ever increasing in import
and oxtont throughout future ages. In Apostolic times,
through the plentiful effusion of the Spirit, multitudes,
relinguishing Jewish superstition and pagan idolatry,
united in singing the new song; and many forsovk the
foul orgios of false gods for tho praises of Immanuel. 1t
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was sung in the dark ages and in martyr times; resound-
ing through gloomy prisons, and in the subterranean
catacombs; and surrounding with brightness and glory the
stake and the scaffold, so that spectators and persecutors
heard with wonder and astonishment. At the era of the
blessed Reformation the song of the redeemed, loudly sung
in many lands, testified the joy of souls emancipated from
guilt, and freed. from the chains of error and idolatry,
and was itself a mighty instrument for diffusing widely
the truth as it isin Jesus. This, too, has been a chief glory
of modern missions. In many pagan nations, idolatrous
and savage men, awakened and changed by the power of
Divine grace, have learned to celebrate the Redeemer’s
praise. The songs of salvation that are now sung by the
converted heathen in different countries—by the saved ot
Israel, and by men rescued from popish darkness and
idolatry—are the prelude of a yet wider spread of the
Gospel, and of joyful praises to the Redeemer, which shall
be rendered by all kindreds of the nations. ‘All ends of
the world shall remember and turn to the Lord; and
all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before
Him.” (Ps. xxii. 27.) ‘““His name shall be great
amnong the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be
oftered unto is name, and a pure offering.” (Mal. i. 11.)
“The whole carth shall he filled with ITis glory.” (Ds.
Ixxii. 19.)

The praise thus rendered on carth by tho nations of
the saved is the fit prelude to the triumphant songs of the
redccined bhrought home to heaven. By millions of saints
mads: perfect, gathered from all kindreds and poople and
tonguer, in lofty conmnunion with holy angels, will the
song of ralvation he sung, with nothing to intorrupt or
dawp the heavenly joys, with harps evor in tune, and
in the conscious enjoyment of  {he nonsponlable hlessod-
yerys Of completed sulvation,

We proceed to consider--
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II. Toe MATTER oF THE NEW SONG, TIIAT ENTERS ESSEN-
TIALLY INTO TUE PRAISES OF THE SAINTS, WIIETHER
RENDERED ON EARTH OR SUNG IN HEAVEN.

1. The worth and worthiness of the Redeemer occupy a
prominent place in the praises of heaven. This 1s the
tirst and key-note of the song of the four living creatures,
and the four and twenty elders—the ministry and church of
the first born—¢Thou art worthy to take the book.” Thus,
in responsive measures, sing ten thousand times ten thou-
sand holy angels that surround the throne, ‘Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain.” And when the chorus of
universal nature leads forth the loud acclaim of praise, it is
heard saying, ‘‘ Blessing and honour, and glory, and
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb, for ever and ever.” The first words of
the swelling anthem of praise say of the Lamb—¢ Thou
art worthy,” incomparably, infinitely worthy. This is
declaring Him (1) fo be above and beyond all creatures,
however dignified and excellent. None of these in heaven
or in earth was found able to open the book, or to look
thereon. He only was fit for the high undertaking. ‘ His
name alone is excellent: His glory reaches above the
sky and the firmament.” (2) It proclaims His pie-eminence
as Mediator. A name has been g/ren Him, which is above
every name. He is ‘““‘chiefest,” or the standard-bearer,
“among ten thousand,” and ‘fairer than the children of
men.” For the whole Mediatorial undertaking, and the
execution of every part of it, He is endued with a fitness
and qualifications that we search for in vain among all the
ranks of creatures, however exalted. Iis claims to the
highest rank are poculinr and unequalled. Angels and
saints regard thom with veneration and wonder, while yet
they are unable fully to comprehend them. ¢ e is the
[fead of the body, the church, who is the beginning,
the first born from tho dead; that in all things Ho might
have the pre-eminonce.”  (Col. i. 18.) And (3) it shows
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the full, loving wcquiescence of all Joly beings in the designation
and worl of the Mediator. All heaven, and the whole
church on earth, rejoice in the appointment of Christ to be
Head. They extol the wisdom of the Iather, and the
fitness of the Son, as He is seen engaged in the execution
of the lofty purpose. To Him is entrusted the whole
administration. ‘‘The governmentisupon His shoulders.”
On Him, as a ‘““nail in a sure place,” is suspended ‘‘all the
glory of His Father’s house.” He alone ‘builds the
temple of the Lord, and will for ever bear the glory.”
(Isa. ix. 6; xxii. 23; Zech. vi. 13.) In His fitness for this
high appointment, and in the wisdom, power, and integrity
with which He discharges its important functions, the
entire universe of holy intelligences fully and cordially
acquiesce. The worth and worthiness of the Redeemer
are felt in the deepest convictions of the heart, and are
openly and fully confessed in the praises of saints and holy
angels.

2. Another part of the matter of the New Song
concerns the sealed book, which the Lamb prevails to
open. This contains the Divine pwrposes, especially 1n
relation to the church of the redeemed. The book 1s
““the writing of the house of Israel,”—the fixed and
unalterable design of Jehovah in relation to the election
of grace. Itis seen in the hand of Him that sits on the
throne. ‘Known unto God are all His works from the
beginning of the world.” None may challenge His sove-
rcign prerogative, or alter Ilis purpose. 'What His wisdom
contrives, His power is engagod to oxecuto. His designs
can never bhe frustrated. ¢ Te dooth according to His will
in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of
the earth.” The hookis sealed with seren seals. The docrees
of God are like TTimself, inserutable, deop-hiddon from all
creatures, and wholly unlknown till they are revealed.
(iod alone fully knows and can diselose Tlis own purposes.
The times und seusons o has put in s own powoer, und
neither man nor angel can know tho secret things of God,
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but as He reveals them by His Spirit. The church of the
redeemed is the great object of the Divine decree—the
principal end of Divine revelations; as emanating from
Him, they shine forth to illuminate the world’s darkness.
““Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined.”
(Ps. 1. 2.) The church is the centre of all providential
movements; and while her glorious Head sits on the
throne, and conducts the government of universe, He
evolves continually IIis designs of infinite wisdom and
love, and makes every now disclosure to contribute to the
purity and prosperity of the church. In the prophetic
vision, above the ‘‘wheels”” that were ‘“full of eyes’ that
revolved around a fixed centre, and ‘‘that turned not as
they went,” was a ‘‘throne,” and one sitting upon it, “ as
the appearance of a man.” (Ezek. i. 26.) The compli-
cated movements were guided by holy intelligence.
Revolving around the society of the redeemed, and moving
ever to effect a pre-determined purpose, they are controlled
and directed by the sovereign authority of the enthroned
Mediator ; and they cannot fail of accomplishing His high
and wonderful designs. In the Divine decree and its
fulfilment, the saints greatly rejoice; and these form a
chief matter of their lofty praise— ¢“O the depth of the
riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God:!: How
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past
finding out.” (Rom. xi. 33.)

3. Providence in the hand of the Redeemer, wnfolding
the Divine purpose for the churel’s benefit, s another part of
the matter of the New Song. The whole providential
rulo 1s ontrustod to tho ascended Saviour; and He
administers it for Tlis own glory, and for the manifestation
of Ilis dosigns of wisdom and love toward llis church
from all ovorlasting. What takes placo in time was first
in God’s oternal purpose ; and from the beginning, so
soon as man fell, o entored upon llis great undertaking.
Ho sustuined the pillars of tho world that were shaking
through man’s apostucy.  Thencoforward e conducts the
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whole administration, so as ever to promote the church’s
benefit and blessing. By Iim all things subsist.’*
(Col. 1. 7.) “ He upholds all things by the word of His
power.” ‘“He reigns in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,
and before His ancients gloriously.” (Isa.xxiv.23.) The
church that He has redeemed was the chosen object of
His wisdom and love from eternity. The creation of the
world had respect to her existence, and all natural objects
were called into being, and their order and relations were
settled for her benefit. Nations rise and fall for the
church; and the end of all providential changes is her
extension, purification, and ultimate triumph. ¢ When
the Most High divided the nations their inheritance, when
He separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the
people according to the number of the children of Israel.
For the Lord’s portion is His people ; Jacob is the lot of his
inheritance.” (Deut. xxxii. 8, 9.) With each of the four
great world-powers, the church of God came into contact.
In succession they were called into existence, flourished
and were overthrown, to subserve the purposes which they
were designed to accomplish for the church. So will it be
to the end. Dynasties exist and pass away, nations are
prospered and smitten, and all human associations undergo
changes, that they may promote the interests of the
church of Christ, and contribute to her future glory. The
enthroned Mediator—Zion’s glorious King—presides over
all these revolutions, and infallibly conducts them to their
predestined end.  The little stone cut out of the mountain
without hands increased in volume and strongth till it
suots the feet and toes of the great image, and broke it to
pieees, and it then became o great mountain, and filled the
whole carth., Thus the kingdom of Christ, small and
scemingly powerless in its beginning, is undor the law of
continual advanceent. It is, in its naturo and principles,
antagonistic and destructive to whatover would opposo its

®* Such in the proper rendering of the Groeoek torm,
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onward course ; and when at length all hostile power and
authority shall have been brought down, it will be
universally established. No fifth universal world-power
will be set up in the earth. ¢The kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Churist.”
(Rev. xi. 15.)  “The mountain of the Lord’s house shall
be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be
exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow into it.”
(Isa. 11. 2.)

4. Finally, the opening wp by the Redeemer of all individual
providences to His saints, and His guiding them to a
desired issue, is matter of the song of the redeemed. Thus
alone can we rightly understand and profit by providential
dispensations. Besides the general government of the
universe in the hands of the Mediator, He superintends
and directs special movements and every particular dis-
pensation. Nothing is too low or insignificant for His
notice; nothing too high for His control. There is no
providence that Christ as the Mediator does not direct and
superintend. He numbers the hairs of His people’s heads,
and appoints all their goings. ‘“The eyes of the Lord run
to'and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself
strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward
Him.” (2 Chron. xvi. 9.) Providential dealings of the
Redeemer towards His people are parts of the plan of the
covenant which was devised in infinite wisdom and ever-
lasting love. The seven-sealed boolk contains in its record
some dark pages, oven to the heirs of salvation; but when
these are read in tho view of tho cross, or with the heart
and oye directed to IIim who receives and opens it, they
becomo illuminated with tho beams of His glory. Tle will
shed light upon every dark rocord. All providences.
prosperous and adverse, afllictions and disappomtments,
as woll an bonofits and blessings, are even now working
togother for good; and, in the end, they will be seen and
felt to havo boen subserving onds tho best and most
sulutnry---purposes tho most boneticent.  When the Saviour
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of sinners is the Supreme Ruler, and the opening of the
book is entrusted to Iim, nothing can befal His people
but what is conducive to their highest good. The dispen-
sation of providence, equally with that of the Gospel, is to
them what Christ is,—1t is the covenant of peace unfolded,
ordered in all things and sure; all their salvation, and all
their desire. The Elder Brother and living Head of the
church is the Author and Disposer of all their afflictions
and trials. Well may His servants trust Him to give ‘“‘an
expected end,” and to guide to a gracious and blessed
1ssue.  What they see not now they shall see hereafter.
As they celebrate seasonable help given, and deliverances
already wrought, they should sing in joyful expectation of
future privileges and of ultimate victory. The assured
promise is, ‘“He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and
honour him. With long life will I satisfy him, and shew
him My salvation.” (Ps. xci. 15, 16.) ¢ He led them forth
by the right way, that they might go to a city of habita-
tion.” (Ps. cvii. 7.) In triumphant strains they sing at
last, ““We went through fire and through water, but Thou
broughtest us out into a wealthy place.” (Ps. Ixvi. 12.)
We consider—

ITT. THE cGrEAT WORK wiIclI HE PERFORMED, AS DIS-
PLAYING HIS PRE-EMINENT FITNESS TO UNFOLD THE
DIVINE PURPOSE, AND TO ADMINISTER TIE KINGDOM
OF PROVIDENCE,

The ground of the Lamb’s interforencoe in the momen-
tous affair of opening the scaled book is emphatically
declared, ““For Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to
(God by Thy blood.” There are other grounds of worthi-
ness in the Tanb slain, but this is the most conspicuous—
ever deserving of the most grateful acknowledgment and
of the highest praise, Tt is this abovo all that moves the
hearts and accentuntes the songs of the rodeemed.  What-
ever the inhabitants of other worlds, or tho dwollers on
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this earth who have no interest in the work of redemption,
may think or feel, all the redeemed cordially agree in the
sentiment that e who has ransomed them by His blood
has performed a work to which none other was competent,
and for which He is entitled to the highest honour in heaven
and earth. Redemption Ly the death of Christ, the sum
and glory of the Gospel, is the grand theme of praise of
the saints, and will be for ever. It is their song, perpetually
new, ever sung with the liveliest gratitude, and with en-
raptured wonder.

IFirst of all, the Lamb is celebrated as the Great 4toning
Sacrifice. e is the grand Victim for human transgres-
sion; the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world
—foreshadowed by ancient types, foretold by ancient
prophecy, and at length, in the fulness of time, offered up
a spotless sacrifice, to finish transgression, and malke an end
of sin, and bring in an everlasting righteousness. The
death of Christ was contemplated in the plan of the
covenant from eternity; it was prospectively ratified by the
blood of typical sacrifices, and became a New Testament
so soon as was commenced its administration. To die an
ignominious and accursed death, as His people’s Substitu?
was the condition on the Mediator’s part of the covenant,
and from the performance of it flow the reward promised
to Him, and all privileges of His people. He appears
now in glory, the Lamb as it had been slain, the covenant
being ratified by His blood, and the perpetual merit and
officacy of ITis atonement recognised by all the inhabitants
of heaven. By the one sacrifice of Himself, He has per-
fected for ever thom that are sanctified. This is the great
reuson of 1lis pre-eminont worth and fitness to administer
the Mediatorinl office in'all its functions. Saints, as they
behold ILim with wondor and delight, osteem Him worthy
of the highost praise, bovause Ilo was slain, and has thus
fully porformeod Iis all-important undertaking.

Aguin, redemption complete by 2is blood is His wonderful
work. 'L'his is the effoct nud upplication of the death of the
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Redeemer. How amazingly pregnant and expressive is
the ascription—*‘ Thow hast redeemned us to God by thy blood.”
With swelling hearts and loud voice the ransomed
exclaim, ‘“We have reason above all others to praise
Thee for Thy atoning death, for by it we, who were lost in
sin and sold into captivity, are redeemed to God, and made
heirs of salvation.” This imports that He and He alone
had the right of redemption. ‘“Thine they were, and
Thou gavest them Me.”” They are God’s by the common
right of creation, and by His purpose of election in the
covenant. DBut, through the Fall, they were sold and lost.
The Surety engaged to bring the wandering and perishing
back to God. By assuming their nature, He had the right
of the kinsman Redeemer. By His death in their stead,
He fully paid the ransom-price, and discharged all their
vast debt. His life was fully offered as a substitute for
the guilty. It was life most valuable given for life
forfeited; a full payment for all the demands of the law
and justice of God; a perfect equivalent for all the bless-
ings of salvation. Redemption is now complete through
.the death of Christ; and flowing from it -are all spmtunl
“and eternal ]Jlossmgs “In whom we have redemption
through His blood, even tho forgiveness of sins.” (Eph.
1. 7.) The saved of tho Lord are redeemed from the curse,
rescued from the enemy’s hand, delivered from all evil.
Their bodios, as well as thoir souls, share in the privileges .
of redemption; and all their possessions and relations,
freed from the curse, are provided and conforred by Him
who was sluin to rodoem them. “Let tho redeomod of the
Lord say ko, whom ho hath dolivered from the hand of tho
enemy.”  (Proevil, 2.) ‘Lot Isracl hopo in the lLiord;
for with tho Lord thero is morcy, and with Iim is
plentoous redomption.  And 1o shall rodeom Israel from
all i iniguition.”  (Ps. exxx. 7, 8.)  Abovo ull, they are
vedesmed to God.  Tho end i co-oxtonsive with the design
from oternity.  ‘They wore given by the Father to Christ,
und He undertook for than, and diod in their stoad, that
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He might bring them to God. Their redemption includes
their deliverance from wrath, from the bondage of sin,
from death and evil of every kind. But chiefly they are
brought near to God, reclaimed to His service, restored to
His favour and friendship, and introduced to fellowship
the most intimate and endearing with Him on earth and in
heaven. . They are redeemed that they may receive the
adoption of sons, and that there may be sent into their
hearts ‘‘the spirit of adoption, whereby they cry, Abba,-
Father.” They are brought home to the Father’s house,
and welcomed to all the entertainment of it. They enjoy
its blessed privileges as if they had never sinned. All
distance and estrangement are for ever done away: Their
felicity is uninterrupted and unending; they will show
forth the glory of God’s salvation for ever. ‘The
redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and
everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall ohtain joy
and gladness, and'sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”
(Isa. xxxv. 9, 10.)

For this redemption the full and heartfelt ascription of
praise is to the Lamb slain. 'With peculiar emphasis these
Joyful jubilee singers exclaim in the opening of their song
—“Trou ART worTHY.” Standing in His immediate
presence, they give Him all the honour of the work, and
confess themselves indebted to Him for all their blessed-
dess. ‘Thou art worthy. O blessed Thou, the Lamb, as
it had been slain, the Lion of Judah’s tribe. Thou, and
none other, hast done this great work, and Thou only
hast the right to bear the glory.” It is wonderful that
such a person should become the Redcemer of the lost—
wonderful that His blood should be shed for the guilty—
and most wonderful that through its application, miserable,
perishing sinnors' should bo brought home to glory, and
exaltod to the highest position of honour and dignity
bhoforo the throne. Tho song of the redeemed declares the
singulay worth of tho IRedoomor, and their immense
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obligations to Ilis atoning sacrifice. To His death, they
are indebted for all that is excellent in their state and
character, and for their heavenly felicity. Ilis blood was
purposely shed for them, and the costly ransom was
accepted of God on their behalf. Hence are they delivered
from wrath, presented without spot or wrinkle, or any
such thing, and made partakers of happiness unspeakable
and eternal. All Divine perfections are brightly displayed
‘in their completed salvation; and a rich revenue of praise
redounds to all the persons of the blessed Godhead
throughout eternity.

The redemption celebrated is of wide extent, as it 1s
adapted to all. Nowhere is it said to reach the whole
race, or to be provided for every individual of the human
family. The ransomed, chosen from the mass of perdition,
are redeemed from the world lying in the wicked one,
separated and brought home to glory. But they are
taken out of ‘‘every kindred and tongue, and people and
nation.”” They are of all familics—the minor divisions of
mankind. On earth they spoke all languages, while in
heaven their tongue, vocal in exulting praise, is one.
Men of all races unite in the song; and the people of all
nations, great and small, worship the enthroned Redeemer,
and render to Him the willing homage of their grateful
praise. ‘‘ The nations of them that are saved shall wallk
in the light of it, and the kings of the earth do bring their
glory and honour into it.” (Rev. xxi. 25.) The great
salvation 15 wonderfully adapted to men in every condition,
and to all human relations and circumstances ; and in the
final gathering of the redeemed to the general assemply and
church of the First Born, it will be seen in its full and trans-
cendent glory.,  The innumerable company of all nations
and kindred, and people and tongues that stand before thoe
throue, arrayed in white robes and palms in theiv hands, in
rpotless purity, ss triumphant conquerors, cry with a
Loud voice, * Bulvation to our God, which sitteth upon the
throne, und unto the Lumb.”  (Rev. vii. 9, 10,)
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Finally—7The office and dignity to which the redecined arc
advanced are celebrated in their grateful praise. “Thou hast
made us kings and priests to our God, and we shall reign
on the earth.” They are ‘‘a Lingdom of priests.” As kings
they are elevated from a low condition, and share with
Christ a state of honour and dignity. The ‘ kingdom of
God” is within them; they have power over evil; they
have a part in all the Mediatorial dominion, and are par-
takers of its abundant privileges. They are separated—the
unction of priestly consecration is upon them—and they are
called to holy services to Jehovah as their covenant-God,
ministering continually at the altar, and living as wholly
the Lord’s. They are ‘‘a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a peculiar people.” They have a royal honour and dig-
nity, even when they are serving as priests at the altar.
They ‘“ reign on the earth.” * They reign spiritually with
Christ, their exalted Head, as they are associated with
Him in princely power, and the mind that was in Christ is
in them. They have power in the world; their principles
are continually spreading, and their testimony prevails for
the subversion of error and sin. They have a special in-
terest in all that is doing for the establishment of the
Redeemer’s kingdom in the earth. They actively aid in
the diffusion of Scriptural truth. The progress of Churis-
tian missions, dispelling darkness, and bringing down
superstition and idolatry, is eminently their work, and
they have a part in their future glorious triumph. In the
ultimato universal establishment of the reign of righteous-
ness and peaco in the earth, the saints shall possess high
power and authority throughout the nations. The slain
witnesses, raised from tho dead, are caught up to the
heaven of civil and ecclesiastical power, while their
onemies hohold them. *“The kingdom and dominion, and
tho greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,

* T'he most unoient MSS, givo the verb in the present, not in the
j'M!m‘r tennse,
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shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most
High.” (Dan. vii. 27.) The witnesses who suffered for
Christ in their spirit and principles revive; they ‘““rise and
reign with Christ a thousand years.” This royal dignity
of the saints on earth will issue in ‘“the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” The
redeemed who on earth served Him and suffered for Him
will then reign with Him for ever. They will be crowned
princes, and as conquerors they shall sit down with him on
His throne ; they shall inherit the kingdom, and enjoy its
glory and blessedness throughout eternity.

Ix CoxcrLusioN

The New Song—1. Presents the lLighest objects of belici-
ing contemplation. The fitness, glory, and excellency of the
Lamb slain unspeakably transcend those of all creatures,
the most exalted in the universe. His are all power,
wisdom, and knowledge; His all meekness, love, and con-
descension. Appearing in our nature in heaven, He is in
the midst of glorified saints and adoring angels. He has
‘“‘seven horns and seven eyes.”” With the scars of His
sufferings upon Him, and presenting continually before
the throne the memorial of His atoning death, He is
exalted ‘‘above all principality and power.” All the
dwellers in glory recognise His pre-eminent fitness to be
the ruler in providence, and to administer the covenant of
redemption. They leave their seats before the throne, and
cast their crowns at His feet, while they render to Him,
with joyful hearts, the glory due to His name.

2. The sume blessed Saviour, thus exalted and praised in
heaven, is surely fit to be the grand object of our present
trust and hope—the Alpha and Omegun of our adoring and
grateful praise.  Tikeo the celestial singers, wo should ever
uscribe to the Lamnb slain all worth and worthiness. Be-
holding His matchless person, wo should embrace Him as
our best and only Beloved and Friend, and vepose our
entire confidencos upon Him.  Tlis finished work, the
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foundation of all our blessings, i1s the fit theme of our
orateful praise, while His exaltation to universal dominion
entitles Him to the veneration and devoted service of the
ransomed church in heaven and on earth. ‘Because He is
thy Lord, worship thou Him.” The Lamb slain, as He
appears opening the seven-sealed book, conducting the
providential government, and applying the purchased
salvation, is alone worthy of all our confidence, and love,
and devoted service. e is lifted up as a moral magnet
to attract the hearts of all the redeemed to Him. (John
xi. 82.) As they see His suitableness and surpassing
beauty, the lustre of all other objects fades in their view,
and Jesus, their Saviour and I'riend, is to them all and in
all. In the thoughts and feelings of the heart, with the
continual praises of the lips, and, above all, in the per-
petual service of the life, we should render the ascription
of fervant praise to Him who performs a work for which
none other in the universe was found adequate, and who
alone is entitled to bear the glory. ¢ Because of the
savour of thy good ointments, thy name is as ointment
poured forth, therefore do the virgins love Thee. We will
be glad and rejoice in Thee.  We will remember thy love
more than wine; the upright love Thee.” ¢ Whom have
I in the heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth
that I desire beside Thee.” (Song i. 2, 3; Ps. Ixxiii. 25.)
3. The matter of the New Song presents the most
powerful motives to all holy living and devoted obedience. 1t
we are redecmed, we are bought with an inestimable price.
We are saved from the curse, rescued from the enemy’s
hand, delivered from a present evil world, freed from sin,
and redeemod to God, to serve Ilim, bo hike Him, and
enjoy Him for ovor. What weighty obligations does such
a priviloge impose on us? that we should be ‘*holy in all
uannor of convorsution,” that we should live as ransomed
onew, showing ““forth the praises of llim who hath called
us out of darkuess into Ilis murvollous light!™  Then, as
interostod in the purchased redemption, we are a **royal



TIIE NEW SONG. 65

priesthood,” predestined to this high office and distinction
in the counsel of peace from eternity, called and conse-
crated in time, and exalted to reign on the earth. Associated
with Christ in the victories of His truth, and sharing in
the progress and privileges of Ilis kingdom, we are
destined to sit with Him on His throne, and to have
fellowship with Him in heavenly glory. How solemnly
are we hereby called to live and act as persons consecrated
to God, to minister at His altar, presenting ourselves a
living sacrifice, and offering the sacrifices of prayer and
praise to God continually, giving thanks to His name. As
kings reigning on the earth, we should cherish a princely
spirit, by faith subduing corruptions in owr own hearts,
and overcoming the world. The kingdom of God within
us is righteousness, joy, and peace in the Holy Ghost. We
reign with Christ on the earth when we live as children of
the King, ever rejoicing in Him. We go in to the King,
importunately seeking blessings for ourselves and others.
Our duty is to pray and labour continually for the coming
of His kingdom. Our appropriation of Him as a Prince
and Saviour, and all our interest at the throne, we should
improve in secking blessings for the church and the
world. “Thou art my King; command deliverances for
Jacoh.”  As witnesses for Iis crown-rights, it behoves us
to be jealous for His honour.  'We should contend against
His enemies, carnestly labour and pray for the prevalence
of His reign of righteousness and peace, and anticipato
with joyful confidence the triumph of His cause and the
owtablishment of is princely dominion,

4. Finally, we should always seek lo learn and sing the
nev: suny now on earth, that wo muny bo propaved to join in
tlees higher praises of tho redeemed in houvon,  Tho object
and yatber of praise aro the same in the song of suints on
carth awd in Jieaven, It is Christ und Ilis salvation--
Chirivt  exaltisd w0 rule, and  administoring the wholo
woverninent in providencs und graceo- that form the hurden

of the pong, the beginming and end ol the saints’ praisy
B
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the chorus of holy angels and of the whole creation. With
this object and matter, it deeply concerns us to be experi-
mentally acquainted. We begin to sing the new song,
when, taught by the Spirit, we embrace Christ as our
own Saviour and all our salvation. The experience of
His power and love will constrain us to utter the joyful
language of appropriation and of heartfelt confidence,
““Behold, God is my salvation. I will trust and not be
afraid; for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and song. He
also is becomo my salvation.” (Isa. xii. 2.) As we obtain
new discoveries of His love and matchless excellency; as we
partake of new deliverances and privileges, and have the
hope of salvation increased, our hearts are attuned, and,
with new and elevated affections, we speak aloud the voice
of His praise. Wesing the New Song in times of trouble.
We have songsin the night, and to cheer us in our pilgrim-
age. Like Luther, a saint can say, ‘ When I believe I sing;
my troubleis gone.” Not content with beingsolitary singers,
we invite others to join in the song; and as we behold still
greater wonders in the Person and work of the Saviour, and
in the glory of His salvation spreading throughout the earth,
and displayed in its full effulgence in glory, we delight in
the prospect of singing the song of the redeemed in the im-
mediate presence of the Lamb in glory. Thusdo we put on
a meetness for the full inheritance of the saints in light.
‘We are trained here to the employments of the saints made
perfect in heaven. Wo enjoy earnests of bliss; and when
our work on oarth is done, and our training completed, we
shall como with gladness and rojoicing into ‘‘the palace aof
the King," to abide for ever. The vials of prayerwill be laid
usido, and with harps of gold everin tune, and with loudest
and sweetest melody, we shall then sing for ever the new
song, ‘“Tuov arr wortny 10 TAKE Tk Book, AND TO 0rRX
THE BEALY THEREQV, FOR ‘UHOU WANT SLAIN, AND HMAST RE-
DEEMED Us T0 (o BY Ty BLOOD 0UT OF EVERY KINDRED, AND
TONGUUE, AND 'XOPLE AND NAYION; AND HAST MADE U3 UNTQOUR
(10D KINGS AND PRIKSTS, AND WE SHALL REIGN ON THE EARTR."



THE FRUITS OF THE EFFUSION OF
THE SPIRIT.

Isaram xliv. 35— One shall say, I am the Lord’s; and another
shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall
subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by
the name of Israel.”’

THE opening verses of this chapter contain a very rich
view of God’s sovereign grace and covenant-mercy towards
His ransomed people. At the close of the preceding
chapter, He complains that Israel, though near to Him in
profession and privilege, had not only withholden from Him
the appointed sacrifices and offerings, but that they had
even ‘‘wearied Him with their transgressions, and had
made Him sgerve with their sins.” Yet, instead of wholly
rejecting them because of their grievous provocations, He
proclaims His name and glory as a sin-pardoning God.
“I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions
for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.”
{Isa. xliii, 25.) Then, when they offend yet the more, He
declares the tokens of His fearful displeasure, and the
dread chastisements that were inflicted for their back-
sliding and rebellion, ‘“Therefore I have profaned the
princes of the sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the
curse, and Isracl to roproaches.” _

In the commencoment of this chapter there is exhibited
an attractive and wondrous display of Jehovah’s condes-
cension and reigning grace. The same people, who had
been apostate and rebellious, are addressed, ‘‘Yet now
bear, O Jacoh, my servant, and Israel whom I have
chosen.’”  Although they had grievously sinned, and were
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punished, He invites them to hear attentively His assur-
ances of deliverance, and His promise of the richest
blessings. Jacob is owned as His ‘‘servant,” and Israel
as chosen for Himself and honoured. He had ‘¢ formed
them from the womb.” Their origin as a covenant-people
and nation was from His sovereign love and abounding
grace. While He guarantees to them seasonable help,
he addresses them with peculiar affection and endear-
ment—as objects of His eternal choice and fervent love.
‘“ Fear not, O Jacob, my servant, and thou Jeshurun whom I
have chosen.”” Though they have greatly sinned, they need
not fear that He will finally abandon and destroy them.
With peculiar tenderness He styles them ‘““Jeshurun”—
His ‘“‘upright, dear people,” or, as in the Septuagint
version, “Beloved Israel.” * Then He declares what He
will do in the greatness of His love and tender mercy.
He would confer upon them the largest, richest blessings
in copious abundance. ‘I will pour water upon him that
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.”  This is the
plentiflll effusion of the Spirit, when times of revival and
refreshing come to the church from the presence of the
Lord. This is a blessing the greatest that can be imparted
to a people—one in which ministers, and especially
parents, have a special, peculiar interest. If children
manifest the fruit of carly dedication, and the sons of
7Zion become as ‘‘plants grown up in their youth,” it is
through the outpouring of the Spirit. I will pour My
Spirit upon thy seed, and My blessing wupon thine
oftspring.” (Ver. 8.) Then the happy effect is rapid and
Juxuriant spiritual growth—abundant increase in vigour
and boeauty. ““''hoy shall spring up as among the grass,
n# willows by tho water-courses,” ‘This promised blessing
we should ournestly, constantly, seek for ourselves and

- ciie - g e = e =

¢ 'Thin pumo ocours only four times in the Bible—in Dout, xxii,
1h; xxxiil. 3, 26; and here it han boen taken us a derivative of
endearmnent o full title of affoction,
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others in the church, as well for the present as for future
generations. What family, congregation, or community
can be prosperous and happy without this? The enlarge-
ment and spiritual influence of the church are evidently
dependent upon the fulfilment of the promise; and it
should therefore ever be matter of assured belief and of
fervent supplication.  Another precious effect of the
effusion of the Spirit is a solemn profession and covenant
dedication—‘‘ One shall say, I am the Lord’s,” &c. The
promise contained in these expressive words has been
referred to the calling and fulness of the Gentiles, -and to
proselytes numerous joining themselves to the Lord and
His people in times of revival and spiritual blessing. This,
however, is susceptible of a wider application, as the certain
accomplishment of the Spirit’s powerful operation, and the
blessed consequences of all genuine spiritual revival. For
ourselves, it deeply warns us to lay to heart this precious
promise, and to realise and exhibit this spirit of joyful
profession and of devoted dedication. We notice—

I. THE SOLEMN I'ROFESSION MADE.

“OxE sHALL sAY, I aM TniE Lorp’s.”” The declaration
intimates that numbers will voluntarily and emphatically
make the declaration, and that this is to be done constantly
in our whole spirit, words, and conduct. Any one, of
whatever state and condition, and every one on whom the
Spirit is poured out, shall openly and joyfully oxclaim, T
ain the Lord’s.”

This is, first, tho profession of true religion made indi-
vidually, and by numbers in tho visible churoh.  The
cortain cffect of the effusion of the Spirit, and the conse-
quence of spiritunl growth, ure such a solemn, opon, full
profession. It is nade either by Israol rovived and
quickoned, or by others who ““como to join thomsolves to
the Lord und His peoplo.” The “sons of the stranger,”
that *tuke Lold of Giod’s covonunt, that join thomsolves to
the l.ord, to love lis muwe and serve Him,"” make this
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profession. The glory of the future day of enlargement
and blessing shall be seen here. ‘Ten men shall take
hold of the skirt of Him thatis a Jew, saying, We will go
with you; for we have heard that God is with you.” (Zech.
viii. 23.) The terms of the profession are singularly
significant and expressive. They are the utterance of the
heart, the declared purpose of the life, the emphatic
language of the whole conduct. ““To Jehovah I belong.”
“For Jehovah I am.’ This is the substance of all true
profession of religion. Arising from the habitual feeling
that we are not, and in no sense should be our own, it
proclaims openly, and without reserve, that our persons,
spirits, actions, and whole lives belong alone to Jehovah.
“One”’ shall say this. Another and another shall declare
it. Great numbers shall yet come and joyfully proclaim it.
“And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was
born in her; and the Highest Himself shall establish her.”
(Ps. Ixxxvii. 5.) Men of every rank, and whatever may
have been their previous condition, shall be constrained to
avouch themselves to be the Lord’s. While this is the
profession of the whole believing church collectively,
each individual shall make it for himself; and in relation
to all the duties and privileges of religion, his willing and
joyful declaration will ever be, ‘I am the Lord’s.”

This declaration, moreover, implies that the person
belongs to Jehovah by the Aighest claims, and by every possible
right. He who calls Jacob by his name, says, ‘‘Thou art
mine; I have chosen thee.” The object of Divine favour
and choice says in reply, “Lord, I am thine; O save me!
I have sought Thy precepts.” (Ps. exix. 94.) Jehovah'’s
claims upon His people’s homage and devoted service are
the strongost and the fullest. They are His by perfect
ownership, and by tho right of abundant benevolence. He
gave them oxistence, and formed them after His image.
He loved and chose them from all eternity. The Saviour,
who undertook to recover them when they were lost, and
1o bring thom to (tod, rocognises the Futher's chaiee as the
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basis of His surety-engagement. ‘Thine they were, and
Thou gavest them me.” They were ‘‘redecmed to God by
His blood.” Bought with an unspeakably precious price,
they ‘‘are not their own.” (1 Cor. vi. 20.) They are
God’s redeemed; ‘‘the ransomed of the Lord, that return
and come to Zion.” Called by the Spirit, they are separ-
ated from the world, and brought into the family of God.
The day of their awakening and regeneration was their
“time of love.” In amazing condescension, the Redeemer
brings them near to Himself, and owns them as His. “I
spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness; yea,
I sware unto thee, and entered into covenant with thee,
saith the Lord God, and thou becamest mine.” (Ezek.
xvi. 8.) By their own personal dedication often renewed,
they yield themselves to the Lord. Thus, by sovereign
purpose and choice, by love distinguishing and unchange-
able, by all that He has done for them in the way of grace
and mercy, by all right and every possible claim, we are
the Lord’s.

Again, this profession implies that he who makes it is
Jor Jehoval—to be devoted to His service. ‘ One shall say,
For Jehovah I am.” Constrained by the love of Christ,
we ‘‘live not to ourselves,” but to the Lord. The
language of a true profession, the utterance of the heart
feeling the obligation of the Saviour’s love, is, ‘O Lord,
truly I am Thy servant. I am Thy servant, and the son
of Thy handmaid.” (Ps.cxvi. 15.) To be for Jehovah is
to be for His name, to avouch His truth, to be with His
people, to profess and maintain His cause, and to be ready
to do any work that He appoints. 'When Ile calls to any
service, we willingly respond to His call. “ Here am I,
wend me.” The invitation to God’s service requires an
entire surrender, and implies mutual, solomn stipulations.
“'Thou shalt abide for mo many days; thou shalt not be
for another man ; so will I also ho for theo.” (Hos. iii. 8.)
Likse: the engagement of the Hebrow hond-gervant (1ixod.
xxi. 1-7), it is 4 coutract of love, a stipulation willingly
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made to remain in the Master’s house, and to serve Him
for ever. If we enter into it, we are pledged to be on
His side, and to appear for His cause. We are to stand
up for his interests, to labour to promote His glory,
and to live for His praise. ‘A life of holiness 1s a life of
renewed acts of self-dedication;”* and the substance of all
true self-surrender is centred in the declaration, ‘For
Jehovah Tam;” or, in the matter of the excellent Tholuck,
““ Him, Axp Hiv ALONE.”

The declaration denotes, in the fullest sense, to be His
wholly and for ever. The words are put in the most
emphatic form, ‘“For Jehovah I.” They imply that the
person who so speaks is for Him exclusively; for Him and
none else; to be and act in nothing otherwise. It is an
engagement to serve, to obey His will at all times, and in
all places and circumstances. When we voluntarily make
it, we are henceforth pledged to suffer patiently all that He
appoints; to be willing to live where He directs, die when
and how He pleases, lie down in the grave according to
His will, as we hope to be raised by His power in the
resuwrrection of the just; to stand in our lot in the end of
the days, and to serve and enjoy Him for ever in the
world of glory. Taken in its twofold expression, ‘“To
Jehovah I belong—For Jehovah I am,” this is the most
solemn and comprehensive profession.  Yet, to the whole
extent of its meaning, it is ours if we have been re-
generated and are believers in Christ; if we are aright
engaged in His service, and are accepted in holy
ordinances.

How is such a profession made? The emphatic
declaration of the text implios that it is made publicly, with
tho whole desire and purpose of the heart. When one feels the
vulue of tho soul's salvation, and oembraces Christ as
offored in tho Gospel, giving Himself to IHim, he says,
“T am the Lord’s.” Appropriating Him for salvation, he
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declares, “My beloved is Mine, and I am Ilis.” As
unbelief is dispelled, he delights in embracing the Saviour
as his, and in surrendering himself wholly to Him,
exclaiming in the language of faith and of fervent
affection, ‘“ My Lord and my God.”

We say this 2 prayer. In the spirit of adoption, ““ we
cry, Abba, Father.” Thisis our way of pleading at the
mercy-seat; this our prevailing argument in prayer, ¢ Loxd,
I am Thine; O save me.” ¢Behold, see, we beseech
Thee; we are all Thy people.”

In solemn personal covenanting we give utterance to such
words. The acts of a living faith imply the surrendering
of ourselves to the Lord; and this, too, is the spirit of
‘“effectual fervent prayer.” In frequent self-dedication
we yield ourselves to the Lord, and, by solemn vowing, we
engage to be His alone; to love and to serve Him."’

Devout atiendance upon holy ordinances gives utterance
to such a profession. We ‘‘join ourselves to the Lord; to
gerve Him, to love the name of the Lord; to be His
servants.” (Isa. lvi. 6.) In the public assemblies of the
sanctuary God’s people are owned in the most endeared
relation. ¢ Thy Maker is thy husband.” ‘‘Ye shall be
to me a peculiar people, and a kingdom of priests.”
Exulting in the privilege, they joyfully declare, ‘This is
ray Beloved, and this my Friend, O daughters of Jeru-
salem.” (Bong v.16.) In the wcfions of a life consecrated
to God, we proclain in the most imnpressive manner that
to Jehovah we belong, and for Ilim alone we are. This
is the strong interpretutive language of the conduct. A
man’s spirit and principles are known by his life. Iis
deportument is the cleurest exponent of his profession.
When we appear on the Lord’s side, this is the most marked
testitaony thut we donot live to ourselves, but to 1lim who
died to pave us. This s lunguage 50 plain thuat all can
understand it.  T'rue Christians uve living epistles,” to
“be woen and rend of all men”  From their spirit und
setions, it s designed thut others should tuke knowledgo



74 ‘FHE FRUITS OF THE EFFUSION OI THE SPIRIT.

of them, that they have been with Jesus. They are
‘‘children of light,” and are required to shine, that others,
geeing their good works, may glorify their Father in
heaven. Thus should they speak constantly in their
whole life, and thus should their actions bear testimony
after death. ‘“He being dead, yet speaketh.” ‘‘They
rest from their labours, and their works do follow them.”

TI. CALLING THEMSELVES ‘BY THE NAME OF JAcCoB.”

““ Another” shall so identify himself with Jacob’s
nation and religion as to assume the same name. Or,
omitting the word ¢ himself,”” which i1s not expressed in
the original, ‘“He shall call in prayer by the name of
Jacob.” ¥ These views may be so blended as to express
community of interest, profession, and privilege, and fel-
lowship in acts of solemn worship.

The name Jacob designates God’s people in a low and
despised condition. The patriarch, subjected to wandering
and injury, is the emblem of the believer in his every-day
trials, diversified and of long continuance; and is the type
of the church afilicted, oppressed, and persecuted. She is
spoken of as ‘ worm Jacob;” she is ‘‘small,” unable of
herself to ‘‘ arise,” and having none to help her. Sheis
Zion, forsaken aud desolate, that ‘‘no man looketh after.”
Notwithstanding, true converts, with interest and desire,
call themselves by this name. When the Spirit is poured
out, the members of the church joyfully bear the reproach
of Christ’s cause, and account it their honour to share in
tho trials and privations whioh a faithful profession entails.
‘“ Thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour the
dust thercof.” (Ps. cii. 14.)

Taking the name of Jacob implies iwcorporation with
God’s people. To wear the same name implies the fullest
identity. As whon Jacob brought his two sons to his
father for a blesmng, the a.god patrmroh said, ¢ They shall
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be mine,” as are ‘“ Rueben and Simeon,” so believers,
calling themselves by the name of Jacob, are one with the
church in the most intimate and endeared fellowshiy.
Their profession that God is theirs implies that His people
too are theirs. Like Ruth, forsaking her kindred and
native land, they forget their own people and their father’s
house, and declare—*‘ Thy people shall be my people, and
thy God my God.” We are ‘“one body,” united to the
living Head, and are ‘‘members one of another.” And as
a visible society, by full incorporation, we enjoy the same
rights and share the same chartered privileges, as we wil-
lingly come under obligations to do and suffer all that
such fellowship demands.

Culling one’s self by Jacob’s name is, furthermore, ex-
pressive of strong affection and endeared communion. The
parties in the conjugal relation have the same name, and
this indicates the tenderest, exclusive affection. Christ and
His church are often designated by a common name. He
18 ‘‘Israel” as she is termed ¢ Christ” mystical. (1 Cor.
xii. 12.) This is expressive not only of identity in cove-
nant, in suffering, and glory, but likewise in the strongest,
unchangeable love. Our fellowship with the church is in
the union of hearts attracted to Christ, and inhabited by
the same Spirit. It is the communion of mutual love.
Loving Him who bhegets, we love all that are be-
gotten of Him. The ‘“saints on carth” are ‘‘the cxcel-
lent” in whom is all our ‘‘delight.” With hearts knit
together in love, we have complacency in their company—
in their graces, attainments, labours, and privileges.
With a spiritual affection which affliction, instcad of
abating, only strengthens and intensifies, boliovers havo
all their reet in the church of Christ.  They lovo the habi-
tation of God’s house. As they take the name of Jacob,
they joyfully express their delight in Zion—*‘This is my
rest for ever: here will 1 dwell; for 1 havo dosired it.”
(Ps. exxxii. 14.) “My woul longoth, yeun, even faintoth
for tho courts of the Lord: my heurt nnd my {losh crieth



76 THE FRUITS OF THE EFFUSION OF THE SPIRIT.

out for the living God.” ¢ All my springs are in thee.”
(Ps. 1xxxiv. 2; Ixxxvil. 7.)

The assuming of Jacob’s name, again, expresses identi-
fication with God’s people in /lof, character, and {trials.
¢“He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of
Jacob whom he loved.” (Ps. xlvii. 4.) As Israel of old
was God’s chosen people, and the portion of their inheri-
tance in Canaan was assigned them by lot, so the elect
have their conditions of work, and warfare, and affliction
allotted to them in infinite wisdom and love. Jehovah
Himself is ‘“‘the portion of their inheritance and of their
cup: He maintains their lot.” (Ps. xvi. 5.) Their lot,
which is determined in the covenant of peace, amidst its
changes, trials, and conflicts, is a lot of privilege and
blessing. They are heirs of the promise—of life, heirs of
God, and joint-heirs with Christ. The redeemed have a
common lot in prayer, in suffering and affliction, in deliver-
ance -and victory They are partakers of ‘“the common
salvation,” as they wait for its perfect enjoyment. Their
lot on earth is in the covenant, which i1s ‘““ordered in all
things and sure.”” Yet trials are to be endured along
‘the whole course of it. These are all sent, however, in
sovereign love and tender mercy; and, in the end, they
*‘yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness.” (Heb. xi.
11.) Their death and their rest in the grave are at the
time appointed; and in the future glory they sit down
with Abraham, Isanc, and Jacob, in their assigned place
in the kingdom of heaven. They put on and display here
the charactor of God’s Jacob—that of a people, separate,
peouliar, prayerful, and holy. They are a seed of blessing
in the earth. ‘He shall cause them that come of Jacob
to tuke root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the
face of the world with fruit.,” (lsa. xxvii. 6.)

Lastly, thoso who oall themselves, and who are called
by the name of Jucob, soek the dlussings of God’s covenant
poupls, Theso nre divewsified, peculinr, and rich beyound

vusure, As in the prophetio benediction of lsaac, pro-
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nounced on Jacob, the ‘“dew of heaven’ was placed first,
so the Spirit’s gracious influences, descending copiously,
are quickening, and purifying, and refreshing, and ferti-
lizing. Like the blessing of Joseph, who was separate
from his brethren, they are blessings of the heaven and
the earth, in all places, of illimitable extent, and of ever-
lasting duration. They comprehend all temporal, spiritual,
and eternal blessings. They are enjoyed through Christ,
and are shared with Him on earth and in heaven. ‘The
Lord God is a sun and shield. He will give grace and
glory; and will withhold no good from them that walk up-
rightly.” (Ps. lxxxiv. 11.) In the fullest sense, those who
call themselves by the name of Jacob are they who are
identified with Jacob in lot and character—share Jacob’s
portion; and blessings of every kind are theirs for ever.
The blessing of Abraham, large and all-comprehensive,
pertains to the Gentiles by faith. ‘I will bless them that
bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. xii. 3.)

TI1I. THE RATIFICATION OF SOLEMN COVENANT-ENGAGEMENTS.

‘“Another shall subscribe with his hand to the Lord.”
The different declarations of the verse are made according
to Hebrew parallelism. The first member, “I am the
Lord’s,” corresponds to the third, ‘‘shall subscribe with
his hand to the Lord;”” and the second, ‘“shall call himself
by the name of Jacob,” agrees with the fourth, ‘“surname
himself by the name of Israel.” The expression—sub-
scribing with the hand to Jehovah—has been differently
understood. It has been rendered writing or inscribing
on his hand, and has been roferred to a puncture by
writing or staining on the hand, or other parts of the
body, indicating authority or ownership; as an idolater is
marked with the name or sgymbol of his god, a slave with
thie: name of his master, o soldior with that of his
courunder.  Thus understood, it iimplios that the one mon-
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tioned assumes or wears the mark of true devotedness. The
early Christians were accustomed, by marking their wrists
or arms with the sign of the cross, or the name of Christ,
““to declare that they were separated from others, and that
they esteemed it their honour and badge of distinction to
wear the name of Christ, and to be devoted to His service.”
The followers of Antichrist are said to have ‘‘the mark of
the beast on their forehead and right hand,” (Rev. xx. 4),
indicating that, under his power, they owe him absolute
subjection and devoted obedience. The Lamb’s company,
standing on Mount Zion, have the Father’s name inscribed
on their foreheads. The name in the most conspicuous
place declares their open and full profession. They are
children of their heavenly Father, wearing His image,
employed about His business, and reflecting His glory.
Thus the name on the hand declares that the Lord has
upon us the claim of full proprietorship, and that we are
wholly consecrated to His service. We are willing to be
everywhere thus known and distinguished. We esteem
- 1t our highest honour to be servants of the Best of masters.
We glory in the Captain of. our salvation; and, with His
name inscribed upon us, we fight under His standard,
yield up our lives to His service, and confide in His sure
and all-sufficient help and protection.

‘This subscription is especially the token of solemn personal
dedication. The writing is not so much oz the hand as with
it. Tt is the expressive sign of a contract ratified, the
token of a compact or covenant solemnly confirmed.

Jovenants are not regarded as complete till the signature
of the contracting parties is attuched. 'There may or may
not be the oath of the covenanters, but the signature is
essontinl to give form and validity to the instrument. (See
Jor. xxxii, 10, 12, 44.) When the returned captives, in a
weuson of gravious rovival, enterod into a renewed covenant-
engugomont, the names of the princes, Lovitos, and priests
wero subscribed to the bond. ‘‘Becauso of all this, we
muko a sure covenunt, and write it, and our prinoes,
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Levites, and priests seal untoit.”” (Neh. ix. 38.) Thus, too,
we ‘‘subscribe with our hand’”’ unto Jehovah. Accepting
His gracious offer in the Word, we set to our seal that
God is true. Taking Him to be our Lord and Master, we
yield ourselves wholly to Him, and consent to be His
devoted servants. Without reserve, we dedicate ourselves
to His service, and, coming under solemn explicit engage-
ments, we cannot hesitate to enter into a personal covenant,
or to attest by our sign-manual that we have pledged
ourselves by sacred vows to a life of holy obedience. ‘Thy
vows are upon me, O God. I will render praises unto
Thee.” (Ps. 1vi. 12.) I have sworn, and I will perform it,
that I will keep Thy righteous judgments.” (Ps. cxix. 106.)

This is done in sealing ordinances, and through the
quickening of the Spirit. The subseription with the hand is
expressive of the nature of a right profession, and of the
mode in which it is fully declared and confirmed. The
name is given to God at the time that we separate our-
selves from others and join ourselves to the Lord. In
sealing ordinances it is publicly enrolled by the voluntary,
deliberate act of him who makes the profession. In baptism
“our engagement is to be the Lord’s.” The Lord’s
Supper is a seal of the new covenant, ratifying to the
worthy partakers the enjoyment of its highest privileges.
The communion enjoyed in it is that of the nearest fellow-
ship with God and the saints. ¢ The bread which we
hreak, is it not the communion of the body of Christ ?”’
‘““ For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we
are all partakers of that one bread.” (1 Cor. x. 16, 17.)
In the Lord’s Supper solemn personal covenants are
suitably brought forth and ratified. The sacred symbols
of Christ’s body and blood furnish the most impressive
seals and ganctions of acts of self-dedication, It sorves a
valuable purpors to have explicit federal engagements,
whether in writing or otherwise, brought for confirmu-
tion to the sacramental feust.  The practice of personal
and social covenanting would appeuar {o requiro this. Such
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was the practice of the primitive Christians.* This was
adopted by our covenanting forefathers in seasons of
revival and in times of persecution and severe trial. And
this is sanctioned by our venerable Westminster Standards,
when they represent the baptismal ordinance as bringing
us under an ‘‘ engagement to be the Lord’s.”

Subscribing with the hand is designed for a standing
witness, and to impress a deep sense of permanent obligation
upon oursclves and others. 'The written signature remains a
testimony to others, for the present and future generations,
of our full Seriptural profession, and of entire dedication
to the Redeemer’s service. It declares that we have
enrolled ourselves among the friends of God; that we have
opened our mouth to the Lord; and that we are not at
liberty to go back. We thereby proclaim to all the
paramount claims of our Master, the excellency of His
yoke, and that His service is perfect freedom. And when
we shall have rested from all earthly labours, and owr
work in the service of Christ here is ended, the subscrip-
tion with our hand to the Lord, standing on record,
attests our full and hearty engagement. A clause at the
conclusion of some forms of personal covenanting has
special reference to the influence of such ratification of
solemn vows upon future generations :—‘ God grant,
when I am lying in the grave, that others, seeing my
signature attached to this transaction, may be thereby led
to yield themselves to the Lord in a like solemn engage-
ment.””+ The subscription deepens the sense of obligation,
and supplies a powerful motive to all holy living. It
stands as a witnoess against all lukewarmness and apostacy.
The record of former acts of sacred vowing, and of the
names of those who made them, speaks loudly encourage-
ment and warning to those who are called to God’s
servico; n8 our names, appended to sacred engagements,
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* Seo Pliny’s lottor to tho Kmperor Trojan,
t See speoimenns of porsonul covenauting in Doddridge’s +* Rise aud
Progress of Religion in the Soul,”’
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may, in future time, lead others to make the like devoted
surrender. Thus is the work of God in Zion declared *‘to
the geneération following.” (Ps. xlviu. 13.) ¢ The testi-
mony and law left in Israel are thus made known to
children which should be born, who should arise and
declare them to their children.” (Ps. Ixxviii. 6.) *

IV. SURNAMING ONE'S SELI BY THE NAME OF ISRAEL.

This indicates that uiion to God’s Isracl is regarded as «
chief distinction. Surnames, which were anciently not in
use, were introduced either by changing former names or
by adding new ones. They were adopted to indicate the
closest union, and an eminent distinction and privilege.
The name Abram was changed to Abraham by inserting
a letter of God’s incommunicable name, and declaring the
honour conferred upon the patriarch in becoming the
‘‘Father of many nations.” Instead of the name Jacob—
a supplanter, is given that of Israel—a prince of God, as
proclaiming the honour conferred of prevailing with God
in wrestling prayer. Surnames are the family designa-
tion. The person who voluntarily assumes the name of
Israel declares that he has entered into the family of
faith, which in heaven and earth is named after Christ.
He esteems this as his highest privilege and most eminent
distinction. As Joseph, when in the highest station in
Egypt, brought his two sons to Jacob, his father, that they
might be called by his name, and regarded this an
honour above the highest nobility in IEgypt, so the sur-
name of Israel, rightly taken, transcends all ecarthly
honour and distinction.

* Judiciously has it been remurked, ¢ 1Svery professor of religion
should remember that his profession has all thoe force of a solemn
compact. He has voluntarily subseribed his name, and enrolled
himwelf among the friends of (tod.  Thero is no agreement of u more
binding nature than that which unites him in public profession in
the canse and ingdom of God,""' - - Dernes,

»
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This surname imports .cp:?cafcrl./'mrou—r and power with God.

The name Israel was first given when the patriarch
had power with God in wrestling with the angel. Instead
of the name Jacob, which designates the believer and
the church in a low, tried condition, it is indicative of
special favour. The name Israel is expressive of con-
flict and victory. It was less by bodily effort than by con-
flict of spirit that Jacob overcame. By earnest, wrestling
prayer, we, too, prevail with God; by clinging and
holding fast, we obtain the blessing. Yet this is wholly
through Divine favour, and by strength communicated.
As Jacob was made sensible of his weakness before he
prevailed, that the blessing might be seen to be wholly of
Divine favour, so it is through God’s strength that we are
made strong, and by His grace that we overcome. The
two witnesses are given power from on high. As Israel,
in wrestling, we prevail with God for the blessing; and
are victorlous over enemies. We are. even now, ‘‘more
than conquerors’” through Him that loved us. Of each
warrior in the spiritual conflict it may be declared, ‘‘By
his strength He had power with God. Yea, he had power
over the angel, and prevailed. He wept and made suppli-
cation unto Him; He found him in Bethel, and there He
spoke with us.” (Hos. xii. 4.)

In taking this surname, the person accounts it moest
honourable to be numbered with God’s Israel. The
original term rendered ‘‘surname himself,”” means to
address in a soothing manner—to give an honourable title.
“I have surnamed theo,” says (tod to Cyrus, ‘‘though
thou hast not known Me.” (Isa. xIv. -t.) So especially
does God muko and rogard Ilis saints.  “Siuco thou wast
precious in My sight, thou hast boen honourable, and 1
have loved theo.” (Isa. xliii. 4.) We willingly adopt the
honourable appellation of TIsrael. A profession of true
religion is in overy way houourable; and, in making it, we
esteom the suints “the excollent of the earth.”  When we
incorpornte with them, we are a “royal priesthood.'
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Their character and work are dignified and ennobling. To
be attendants on the King, to Dbe witnesses for His
truth, and servants employed in His work, is the highest
distinction to which any can attain. Substantial and
lasting honours are put upon those who are numbered
with Israel, compared with which all the glory of the
world is insignificant and vain. When earthly grandeur
and fame, seen in their true light, are unsubstantial and
fading, our highest honour is to have fellowship with the
humblest of God’s people, and to do the least services for
the Lord of glory. In the final blissful reward of the
righteous, 1inconceivable honour and felicity are the
portion of those who choose affliction with the people of
(God rather than the pleasures of sin, and that esteem ‘“the
reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt.” (Heb. xi. 25, 26; Luke xxii. 29, 30.)
Finally—Those who take the surname of Israel yield
themselves to do the work of Israel, as they fully inherit his
privileges. They dwell alone in holy separation from the
nations. They are witnesses for God’s law and truth.
They are ‘‘ a dew of blessing’ among many people. They
are ‘‘a holy nation, a chosen generation, a royal priest-
hood, a peculiar people.” They are selected instruments
for establishing the kingdom of truth and righteousness in
the earth. TFaithful to the trust committed to them, they
enjoy privileges the most excellent and valuable. They
are a covenant-people—Jacob, ‘‘thelot of his inheritance.”
They are ““great’” by being ever ‘“‘near to God” and
under Iis special protection, and encompassed with Iis
favour as a shicld. They are proserved as ‘‘the apple of
His c¢ye,” and are esteemed Llis ‘‘peculiar treasure.”
“The cternal God is their refuge, and underneath are
the everlasting arms.” A ““ blessod people” are they
““whose God is the Lord.”  “Ilappy art thou, O Israol;
who is like unto thee, O people suved by the Lord, the
rhicld of thy help, and who is the sword of thy oxcel-
leney; uwwd thine  enemies shall bo lines unto  thoo;
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and thou shalt tread upon their high places.” (Deut.
XXXlil. 27-29.)

Ix CoNcLusiOoON—

First—The subject suggests matters of solemn self-trial.
We may ascertain whether we have been renewed by the
Spirit, and are subjects of His gracious influences. When
He is poured out as water on the dry ground, there is life,
increase, and fertility. As the Spirit of truth, and im-
planting in the heart a living faith, He leads to make a
spiritual profession, and to confirm and adorn it by holy
and entire dedication. Joining ourselves to the Lord, we
willingly incorporate with His people; and esteem it a
privilege and honour to bear their character, co-operate
with them in their work, and have a common lot with
them in suffering and trial. It behoves us to examine
whether we have made from the heart such a profession.
The whole life should be its exponent. Like a tree planted
by the divisions of water, that ‘‘bringeth forth fruit in its
season, and its leaf will not wither,” we should be fruit-
bearing and prosperous. If we have never made such a
profession, we should seek the Spirit’s quickening and
reviving influence, and should come and make it now.
Recognising God’s paramount claims upon us, and all that
is ours, we should say from the heart, ‘““To Jehovah I
belong. For Jehovah I am.” Frequently should we
renew our covenant-dedication; and we should search and
try ourselves whether we are living to the Lord, and in
communion, in work, and trial, and privilege, with His
ransomed people. We should constantly lay to heaxt
God’s paramount claims, and our manifold obligations to
respond to them, and to walk worthy of Him to all well-
pleasing. A truo profession of roligion should be often
renowed and confirmed by solemn ratifioations and sanc-
tions. This is a principal part of the service in holy
souling ordinances; ns weo should carefully examine our
serod  vows  and  obligations  aftor their obsorvaunce.
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Fellowship with the Lord and His people 1s the end,
as well as the blessed fruit of the profession to be the
Lord’s, which is made by the living impulse and plenteous
effusion of the Spirit.

Secondly—Our whole duty and privilege in attending
upon Divine ordinances are here; and here, too, are our
life-work and blessing. We are not our own; and it 1s
required that to the Lord alone we should live, to glorify
and enjoy Him, now and for ever. When called to any
spiritual service, we should joyfully respond, ‘‘To Jehovah
I belong.” His claims upon me are absolute; His com-
mands of the weightest obligation. ‘‘For Jehovah I am;"”
t stand on His side, appear for His cause, and to receive
with gratitude and joy the blessings which he confers.
'We should yield ourselves to the Lord, in holy dedication,
and should delight in covenanting—personal and social.
If we have declared with our mouth that we are the Lord’s,
and with our hand we have subscribed the engagement,
we should constantly bear in mind the solemnity of the
transaction. God is a party and a witness in the matter;
and motives, the most weighty and constraining, urge us
to walk worthy of this holy vocation. As professed
servants of Christ, as covenanted-witnesses, we have much
yet to do for the advancement of the glory of the King,
and for the salvation of perishing sinners. The standard
inscribed, “Tor Christ’s Crown and Covenant,” is entrusted
to us to ““display because of the truth,” and to claim the
nations all to the Redeemer as His covenanted inheritanco.
As devoted to the Lord, and pledged to labour and suffer
for HHis name’s sake, we have much to do for our native
land, for the church in the earth, and for tho conversion
of the nations.  'With opportunities precious and passing,
with difficultics and dangers surrounding us, with prospects
the brightest opening bofore us, and rowards tho most
glorious presented for our encouragemont, wo should realise
our dedication, and henceforth live, und Inbour, and suflor
as in no wise our own, but us wholly the Lord’s. Wy
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should seek for the church a plentiful effusion of the
Spirit, and under its influence press forward to higher
spiritual attainments, assured that ‘“in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not,” and that the harvest, when
it comes, will abundantly compensate for all our labour,
and trials, and privations. It shall be ‘““a hundred fold”
more in this life than all we have forsaken for Christ,
and in the world to come life eternal.

Finally—Let us give evidence of a true profession, and
of a full surrender to God, by taking the name of Jacob, and
gladly assuming the surnwme of Israel. Yielding ourselves
to the Lord, we cannot but declare, as did the Moabitish
convert, ‘“Thy people shall be my people.” TUnited to the
Living Head, we are in unison to all the members of
His mystical body, and become in the closest fellowship
‘““members one of another.”” We are identified with God’s
Jacob, however small and despised. We have one faith
and baptism—are of one heart and Spirit. We make
common cause with them in labour, and conflict, and
suffering, as we become partakers with them of the same
holy privileges. It behoves us to be the instruments by
whom Jacob shall arise. Professing leal allegiance to the
King, we should employ all our influence at the throne
in pleading for deliverance for Jacob. (Ps. xliv. 4); and
with joyful hopes we should anticipate the era of future
enlargement and blessing. ‘“The fountain of Jacob shall
be upon a land of corn and wine: also his heavens shall
drop down dew.” (Deut. xxxiii. 28.) ‘“He shall cause
them that come of Jacob to take root; Israel shall blossom
and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit.” (Isa.
xxvii. 6.) Wo should ever account identification with
God’s truo Israel—a separate, prayerful, covenanted-people
—as in the highest degreo honourable. We should con-
stantly act so as to mako the church’s profossion, fellowship,
and ordinancoes, honoured. The holy lives of the members
of thoe church, and thoir fruitful walk, form an attractive,
subduing powor in the world. :Others take knowledge
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of them that they have been with Jesus. When Zion shall
have ‘““put on her beautiful garments,” and become ‘‘the
joy of the earth,” kings shall bring their glory, and the
nations their riches to her. *‘Ten men shall take hold out
of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the
skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you:
for we have heard that God is with you.” (Zech. viii. 23.)
Thus will God greatly honour them that honour Him. To
Israel’s covenant-God we commit you, and all your work,
relations, and interests, confiling in His assured, faithful
promise. ‘‘The remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst
of many people as a dew from the Lord, as the showers

upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for
the sons of men.” (Mic. v. 7.)



THE REDEEMER'S EVER-ENDURING
NAME.

Psary lxxii. 17— His name shall endure for ever: His name shall
be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in
Him: all nations shall call Him blessed.’’

Tue title of this sublime song, and its conclusion, are both
noteworthy and expressive. It is styled, ‘‘For Solomon.”
Some read it “By -Solomon,” the son and successor of
‘David, and say that he was the inspired penman of it. It
is much more likely that the sacred writer was David—
‘““the sweet DPsalmist of Israel,” and that it was indited
by the Holy Spirit as a prayer for blessings upon the
person, throne, and kingdom of Solomon; and, at the
same time, as a prophecy concerning a monarch more
glorious, and a dominion infinitely more illustrious, than
that of any earthly ruler, however magnificent. It is
“added, at the close, “The prayers of David, the son of
Jesse, are ended.” This expression may indicate the
close of one of the books into which the collection of
inspired songs was divided. Or if, as is supposed by
some, it was the last psalm that David wrote, then it
declares the end of David’s prayers to be the close of his
life-work.

The psalm is throughout joyful and triumphant praise,
and is tho uttorance of fervent desires respecting the cause
and kingdom of Christ. It is the outflow of the heart of
tho sacred writer, onlarged with elevating views of the
future “largo and groat dominion” of Moessiah, the
Prince. “lLot 1lis glory fill the whole earth; let His
kingdom Lo univorsally established; and T have emough.
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I desire no more. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Amen
and Amen.” ‘

The psalm is not to be explained as relating partly
to Solomon and his peaceful and prosperous administration,
and partly to the Messiah and His kingdom established in
the earth. Nor is it to be interpreted, as has been
frequently done, by regarding Solomon as a type of
Christ, and the different expressions as first applicable to
the monarch of Israel, but as having their full meaning in
the exalted Antitype. A ‘‘greater than Solomon” is the
grand object of description in every part of this sublime
‘ode. ' It refers throughout to Messiah the Prince, as even
Jewish writers, and all but universal tradition, admit.
The lively and lofty expressions of the Psalmist have no
proper application to any earthly potentate, even the
most mighty, or however extensive and glorious his power,
but their force and significance are apparent when they
are viewed as spoken concerning Christ Jesus—the King
and Head of the Church, the Governor among the nations—
and of Him alone. The imagery and modes of expression
are, after the manner of ancient prophets, borrowed from
the time and reign of Solomon; but, in all other respects, it
is the character and glory of Christ that are celebrated
throughout this psalm.

In the passage immediately preceding the text, from
verse 8, the inspired seer, wrapt in prophetic vision, sees
the Redeemer’s kingdom far extended and greatly enlarged.
Enemies are in prostrate subjection to His sceptre of
power. Many willing tributaries do Him homage; and
rich and manifold gifts are presented to Him by thoe rulers
and people of different nations. He is greatly beloved and
honoured by IHis faithful subjects. TPrayers are offered
daily for the establishment and prosperity of His kingdow;
and, in grateful praises, He is continually extollod. Ilis
benign govermnent is destined to a rapid and wonderful
expansion; and, through it, abundant Dblessings arve
diffused universally, like tho golden fruits of a plentiful
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and wide-spread harvest. ““There shall be a handful of
corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains; the fruit
thereof shall shake like Lebanon; and they of the city
shall flourish like grass of the earth.”” The church, small
and unpromising in its beginnings, like seed sown upon
the summit of bleak and barren mountains, will hereafter
spread abroad, and become prosperous and most produc-
tive. Its ‘““fruit shall shake” like the cedars of Lebanon—
the evidence of powerful growth and abundant fertility.
The imagery is thus varied and very expressive. ¢ They
of the city shall flourish like grass of the earth.” The
indications of great spiritual prosperity are everywhere—in
the waving fields of the country, and in the crowded city.
The denizens of Zion, numerous and vigorous, are rapidly
increasing; verdant and lovely as the grass, refreshed by
the dew and rains of heaven. Then, as is every way
meet, Messiah is Himself exhibited as the source and
central glory of all these rich and manifold blessings.
From His name—glorious and everlasting— from His high
authority and unchanging dominion, there is the amplest
security that all these bright predictions will be accom-
plished, and that at length the whole earth shall be filled
with Immanuel’s glory. ¢ His name shall be for ever:
His name shall propagate itself in the presence of the sun;:
and men shall be blessed and bless themselves in Him;
all nations shall call Him blessed.” et us consider—

I. THIS ILLUSTRIOUS NAME.

Ilis name is that by which a person is known and
distinguished from others. It is used in Secripture teo
dosignate tho I’erson IHimself; it is expressive of His
attributos, Iis works, His power and dignity, His par-
ticulnr renown and honour. As applied to the Redeemer,
oxalted to univorsal power and authority, it is—

Mis Personar arory,  Ilis name shall bo called **'The
Mighty God, tho Fathor of eternity.” ¢ He is Immanuel,
God in our nature; God manifost in the tlesh.”  This name
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belongs to no other of the persons of the Godhead, nor to
any creature, however exalted. ‘‘Thou shall cali His
name Jesus’’—Jehovah-salvation. This is the foundation
of the church, the firm and immovable basis of the
whole superstructure of mercy. This Divine name is the
grand object of all faith and peace, of all hope and joy.
His name, Jehovah—glorious and enduring for ever—
presents to us a Saviour mighty to save. ‘“Jesus Christ the
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.” (Heb. xiii. 8.)

His MEDIATORIAL OFFICES AND WORK are, besides, thus de-
signated. His name is inseparable from the amazing plan
of human redemption. In the covenant of grace from
eternity, He was appointed the Mediator and Surety. He
‘“wvas set up from everlasting.” With willing consent, He
engaged His heart to draw near to God. ‘ He rejoiced in
the habitable parts of the earth as His portion, and His
delights were with the sons of men.” (Prov. viii. 31.) His
‘“goings forth” of love and mercy have been ‘“from of old,
from everlasting.” (Miec. v. 2.) Of the covenant of peace,
He was the Head on man’s part; and the names of
Prophet, Priest, and King of the covenant exclusively
belong to Him. These three offices of the Mediator are
inseparable; in their execution, He never executes one
but in intimate connection with the others. Every
glorious name that belongs to the Redeemer is compre-
hended in them. e is the ‘“Messenger of tho covenant,”
the Light, the Morning Star, the Sun of Righteousness.
He is tht great ‘“High DPriest” of our profession,” our
Propitiation, our constant ‘‘Advocate’ within tho veil,
and all-provailing “ Intercessor.” Ho is our Almighty
King, the “King of saints,” ‘“the Lord of glory.” We
must know His numne, and accopt of Ilim in his threofold
offices.  Although made Jnown from tho beginning, no
personsl type hefore His advent oxhibitod Ilim in tho
fulness und combination of ik officos, 1o is now to he
seen in the lusteo of Tlis finishod work ny “tho Lord our
righteousness,”  “the Cuptain of  owr salvation,” made
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‘““ perfect through sufferings;’ the ¢ Author and Finisher”
of our faith,

His name declares His “ power and glory’ as a Savioui.
All the excellence of Christ’s name is connected with the
salvation which He accomplished by His obedience and
sufferings. ‘“His glory is great in Thy salvation; honour
and majesty hast Thou laid upon Him.” (I’s. xxi.5.) He
is “mighty to save.” He was given ‘‘a covenant of the
people,” for a light of the Gentiles.” His name and
glory are associated with His working for His redeemed
spiritual deliverance, and accomplishing every part of
their salvation. “I am the Lord: that is my name: and
my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to
graven images.” (Isa. xli. 8.) All power in heaven
and earth are given Him, that He may give eternal life to
His redeemed. He is ‘‘able to save to the uttermost
those who come unto God by Him,” and He is willing and
ready as He is able to save. His glory consists in
beginning, carrying forward, and completing the eternal
salvation of the church. He alone builds the temple of
the Lord, ‘“and he will eternally bear the glory.”” (Zech.
vi. 13.) Each saved sinner is a sparkling gem in His
many-jewelled crown. He has made to Himself ‘“an
everlasting name’ by the displays of His power and
mercy in behalf of His people. This is the undivided
glory of the whole costly contrivance, execution, and
application of their salvation. In its progress and com-
pletion, the innumerable company of the saved ascribe to
Him all the praise. With loud voices they exclaim as
they worship, “Salvation to our God which sitteth upon
tho throne, and unto the Lamb.” (Rev. vii. 10.) In the
comploted salvation of the ransomed multitude there is
displayed, with surpassing lustre, the glory of the love and
graco, of the justice and holiness, of the wisdom and truth
of all tho persons of the Godhead. ¢The glory of God
did lighton it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.”
(Rov. xxi, 23.)
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This name is the dignity and dominion to which He 1s
advanced. ‘‘God also hath highly exalted Him; and
given Him a name which is above every name: that at
the name of Jesus every kmnee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things on earth, and things under the earth.”
(Phil. 11. 9, 10.) This name is the universal sovereign
dominion conferred upon Him by the Father, as the reward
of His finished work. ¢All power” is ‘“given Him in
heaven and earth.” (Matt. xxviii. 18.) ¢ On His vesture
and His thigh is a name written, Xing of kings, and Lord of
lords.” (Rev. xix. 16.) His delegated dominion is of like
extent with His original essential dominion. He is Lord of
creation—‘‘the first-born of every creature.” All things
are put in subjection under His feet, and nothing is left
that is not put under Him.” He is Lord of angels;
‘““Head of all principality and power;” ‘“Prince of the
kings of the earth;” and ‘‘Governor among the nations.”
All creatures in the vast universe, all systems and social
organisations, all events in Providence, are under His
govereign control. He has dominion over the invisible
world, as to Him pertain ‘‘the keys of hell and of death.”
This sovereign authority of the Mediator is not an empty
title or a mere name. He «ctually exercises universal and
unlimited dominion. ‘‘He is Head over all things to Iis
church, which is His body; the fulness of Him who filleth
all and all.” (Eph. i. 22.) Throned at the Father’s right
hand, ‘“He must reign till all enemies are put under His
feet.”  +‘He shall judge among the heathen, He shall
fill the places with the dead hodies; He shall wound the
heads over many countries.” (Ps. ex. 6.)

His name is hrightly displayed in the endeared relations
which He sustains to Ilis redeomed. ““Becuuse of tho
savour of Thy good ointments, Thy namoe is ointmont
poured  forth; therefore do tho virgins love Thoo” ¥
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*Ihe original is more expressive than our version  the ax of
cannparison not being found in it
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(Song i. 2.) Like costly perfume everywbere diffused, and
its attractive fragrance long remaining, is the Saviour as
He sustains to His people the most tender relations. He
is their Husband, Elder Brother, Shepherd, Physician, and
Friend. All these relations are combined in Him. The
excellence that is in each separately, and in them all
united, is vastly surpassed in Him. When the love and
tenderness that exist in all these relations are exhausted,
there remains in Him a fulness that is infinite. ¢ He is
not ashamed to be called their God, for He hath prepared
for them a city.” (Heb. xi. 13.) How precious and ex-
cellent is the name that expresses such dignity and. glory,
that designates such offices and relations, so fragrant
with the tenderest affection! Unchangeable and ever-
lasting as it is, how should it be confided in, loved, and
magnified! ¢Some trust in chariots, and some in horses,
but we will remember the name of our Lord God.”
(Ps. xx. 7.) “I will make Thy name to be remembered
in all generations: therefore shall the people praise Thee
for ever and ever.” (Ps. xlv. 17.)

I1I. THE PERPETUAL CONTINUANCE AND INCREASING GLORY
OF THIS NAME.

‘““His name shall be continued as long as the sun.™
The original word denotes more than mere continuance.
It shall ‘“propagate itself,” or ‘bring forth a new
progeny; gaining, generation after generation, a new
accession of offspring.’” ¥

It has in it essential dwration. All other names are
fuding and perish. God puts out the names of the
wicked, and perished with them is their memorial. (I’s.
ix. 5, 6.) Iarthly dominion lasts but for a time, and
then docays and passos away. Rulers the most potent die
liko mon. Their broath goeth forth: they return to their
onrth: in that day their thoughts pevish. (I’s. Ixxxii.

= ———— — — =

* Before the sun, may His name throw out shoots.--Delitzch .
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6, 7; exlvi. 3, 4.) The dream of earthly glory is vain
and unsubstantial. All human renown is evanescent. In
Christ and His kingdom is life perpetual and vigorous.
His work is undecaying. The name which He has, as
a risen and triumphant Saviour, He obtains as the reward
of His embittered sufferings and vicarious death. When
His soul has made an offering for sin, He sees His seed,
He prolongs His days, and the pleasure of the Lord
shall prosperin His hand.” (Isa.liii.10.) ¢ He shall live,
and to Him shall be given of the gold of Sheba.” ¢ His
seed will I make to endure for ever, and His throne as
the days of heaven.” (Ps. Ixxxix. 29.)

His name excels all that ave put /n competition with 1.
A name among men is great as it outstrips and eclipses
others. So Christ’s name, long despised and contemned,
shines forth in increasing splendour, while the names of
the noble and mighty of the earth fade away and disappear.
The ancient gorgeous ritual found its substance in Chuist,
the great High Priest—the one perfect atoning sacrifice.
It was but the star-light, or the radiance of the pale moon,
compared with the ‘ Day-spring from on high,” or ‘‘the
Sun of righteousness,” rising with salvation under His
wings. He is the ‘‘Plant of renown,” for protection, and
safety, and comfort to His people, such as none other can
furmish. He 18 ‘““white and ruddy,” ‘‘the chiefest,” or
Stand-brarer, ‘““among ton thousand’—more majestic and
ixcellent than myriads of angels, or of the groatest of tho
sons of mon. He 18 “‘made bettor than the angels,” having
¢ obtained & more excellent namo than thoy.” (Ileb. i. -1.)
“I'he Father has made TTim 1Tig 1%irst-born, highor than
the kings of the enrth,” (I's. Ixxxix. 27.)

Ho puts down and survives «ll enmity and opposition.
According to tho purposo of eternal wisdom and love, and
uk the reward of 1lis obedienco to tho death, Ho is exulted
to kit ut the Futher's vight hand. (I’s. ¢x. 1) “1lo must
reign, 1ill He hath put all enemies undor His foot.” (1 Cor.
xv. 25, Belore Zerubbubel, every *“groat mountain shall
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become a plain.” (Zech. iv. 6.) The sentence of utter
subversion will be executed upon all hostile powers, pre-
paratory to the establishment of the Redeemer’s rightful
dominion. (Ezek. xxi. 27.) He outlives all His and His
people’s enemies, as He is exalted to supreme power to
bring them down and destroy them. All things shall yet
be seen in prostrate subjection put under His feet. The
four great world-powers, that rose in succession and sup-
planted one another, aie at length fully broken in pieces
and removed. Then is introduced ‘‘the kingdom of
the mountain”—the Redeemer’s powerful and glorious
reign, which shall fill the earth, never to be succeeded by
any other world-power. ‘The kingdom and dominion,
and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,
shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High.”
(Dan. vii. 27.) “The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ.” (Rev. xi.
15.) In the fullest sense, this dominion is characterised
by perpetuity and universal submission to its uncon-
trollable authority, ‘‘whose kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.”
(Dan. vi1. 27.)

His name shall shine and fowrish, and be universally
known and admired. It shall be ‘‘continued in the presence
of the sun.”” There shall yet be bright and glorious mani-
festations of the preciousness and excellency ot the Saviour's
name, dispelling the clouds of error and sin, and filling the
onrth with its glory. The kingdom of Christ 1s-a kingdom
of light. 'T'ruth, holiness, peace, and love are its grand
constituent cloments and characteristics. When they spread
and provail, tho ovils that atllict the earth are brought
down and romoved, and instoad of them, joy and happiness
hecomo ascondant, and aro widely realised. The intluence
of tho sun on tho lower world is edtalizing and refreshing.
So Christ’s name, whon ‘*‘continued before the sun,”
diffuses spiritual life wherover it is known. TLike the
*Treo of lifo” in the wmidst of the paradise of God, all
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connected with it is clothed with verdure, and instinct
with vital power. It is ‘ever-green, and its branches
wide-spreading. Its leaves are medicinal, and it bears
twelve harvests-fruits, renewed every month, fully ripe and
prosperous. (Rev.:xxii.2.) He is the ‘“Plant of renown,”
through the dignity and fame given Iim by the Iather,
and the high honour put upon Him by angels and men.
When other names, the most renowned once, decay and
perish, this continues. And at the ¢lose of the dispensation,
its glory bursts forth with full splendour: ‘At evening
time it shall be light.” ‘‘The light of the sun shall be
seven-fold, as the light of seven days.” (Zech. xiv. 7; Isa.
xxx. 26.) Before the glory of this enduring name the
brightness of created luminaries pales and disappears.
““The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee; but the
Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God
thy glory.” (Isa.lx. 19.)

I'inally—This name has in itself the power of extending
inerease. It shall ““propagate 1tself’’—gaining through
coming generations a fresh accession of spiritual offspring,
and the new progeny constantly réproducing others.. ‘“He
shall see His seed.” The ‘“corn of wheat,” sown and
apparently dying, becomes the germ of a plentiful harvest.
Under the abundant effusion of the Spirit, they spring up
luxuriant, as among the grass—as ‘“willows by the water
courses.” The great principles of the kingdom of Christ
thus grow and become reproductive. As the grain of
mustard seed, though in itself small, becomes a large and
wide-spreading tree, so the namo despised is at length
‘““groat minong tho Gontiles.” All things connected with
this illustrious name aro under tho law of perpetual growth
and inecroase. Tho sood of promiso are as ‘‘the stars in-
nuernable,” und us “the sand by the son shore that onnnot
be reckoned,” ‘Whother wo considor tho truths which 1lis
nuino mukos known, or Ilis spiritual offspring, theso become

the firrt-fruits of u glorious and widely-extended harvest.
G
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His name shall ““prosper and be blessed ;”’ * shall descend with
honour to posterity, and increase till the sun shall cease to
shine. “They that come of Jacob shall bud and blossom,
and fill the face of the world with fruit.” (Isa. xxvii. 6.)

TII. THE BLESSING THAT IS IN AND FROM HIM, AND THE
BLESSEDNESS ASCRIBED To HIMM.

The Saviour is not only blessed Himself but is the
source of blessing to the nations. He is the fulfilment of
bright patrviarchal promises. “‘In thee and in thy seed
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen.
xxviii. 14.) “In Him shall they bless themselves, and all
people shall felicitate Him.” As the happiness of a parent
is bound up in that of his children, and the prosperity of
a monarch is inseparable from that of his subjects, so the
blessing that rests on the Saviowr’s name contains rich
and manifold blessings to all that are His. If the Head is
blessed, so is the whole body; so are all the members.
Nations only call Messiah, blessed when He is recognised
as the Author of their prosperity. All men are made to
rejoice in His salvation. His name is revered and loved
above every other name—as their mighty Deliverer, and
the witness of their most solemn and sacred engagements.
““Thou shalt swear, the Lord liveth in truth, in judgment,
and in righteousness: and the nations shall bless them-
selves in Him, and in Him shall they glory.” (Isa. iv. 2.)

He is pre-eminently the source and centre of all blessing.
In the fullest sense, tho fountain of life is in Christ, and
in none other. He brings the blessing to a world lying
under the curse. Of His acceptance and exaltation by
tho Fathor it is declared, “Thou hast made Him wmost
blessed for over: Thou hast made ITim exceooding glad with
Thy countenanco.” (I’s. xxi, 6.) Through Him the bless-
ing of Abraham comes on the Gontiles by faith,  All that
was promised to tho patrinrch and his seed through future
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generations is possessed through Christ. Like the bene-
diction of Joseph, the blessings that flow from Christ are
those of ‘“heaven above,” and of the deep that coucheth
under: blessings of the breast and the womb: blessings
that prevail in enjoyment above those possessed by pro-
genitors: reaching to the ‘‘ utmost bound of the everlasting
hills, and resting on the head of Him who was separated
from His brethren.” (Gen. xlix. 25.)

The blessing from Christ is chiefly spiritual, enjoyed n
unton to Him. We are ‘‘blessed now with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places or things in Christ.”
(Eph. i. 3.) The Holy Spirit is Himself the grand
blessing of the new economy which Christ confers. All
saving blessings become ours through the indwelling and
operation of the Spirit. Hence we have life, pardon,
sanctification, comfort, and the earnest of heavenly bliss.
These are spiritual and heavenly in their nature; and we
enjoy them when we live and walk in the Spirit. Bless-
ings to the living Head flow forth to all the members;
and not only are they to the saints the benefits of the
Saviour’s purchase, but they partake of them, as co-heirs
with Him. “Ye are blessed of the Lord which made
heaven and earth.” (Ps. cxv. 15.) ‘Happy is the people
whose God is the Lord.” (Ps. cxliv. 15.)

It is for men of all clusses and nations. The blessing
through Christ is adapted to the race in general. All
need it, and through Him the most unworthy and destitute
may come to possess it. The repeated assuranco to
Abraham was, “In thee and in thy seed shall all nations
be blesged.” (Gen. xii. 3; xviil. 18; xxviii. 14.) The
sced to which the promises were made 18 ““One, even
Chirist,” (Gal. iii. 16.) Thoe Dblessings procured by Him
are for Jew and Gentile, hond and free, malo and fomale.
Whatever was their proevious stato and charactor, thoy avo
bid welcoise o como und recoive blessings from Christ ;
and, in union to Him, they becomo theirs i suro
portecskion,  Nations us euch enjoy blessings through the
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Gospel and the mediatorial dominion of Christ. ‘“Righte-
ousness exalteth a nation.” When the gates of spiritual
privilege are opened, that the ‘‘righteous nation that keeps
the truth may enter,” wars cease; idolatry, vice, all that
brings the curse upon a people, are done away; and
national peace, greatness, and abundant prosperity are
realised. The nations are glad, and the people praise
God. “‘Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God,
even our God, shall bless us.” (Ps. Ixvii. 5, 6.)

Those who are blessed vz Christ willingly submit to His
gracious dominion. Kings become wise and kiss the Son.
“The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring
presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.
Yea, all kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall
serve Him.” (Ver. 10, 11.) The diadems of princes are laid
prostrate at His feet; and the nations bring their riches
and glory to Zion. Civil rulers, in their official character,
and nations in their national capacity, do homage to the en-
throned Mediator, and willingly yield their authority and
resources to advance His cause. Iings become ‘‘nursing
fathers to the church,” and ‘“their queens her nursing
mothers.” (Isa. xlix. 23.) “The isles wait” for the Re-
deemer’s ‘““law.” (Isa. xlii. 4.) “The nation and kingdom
that will not serve Zion shall perish: yea, those nations
shall be utterly wasted.” (Isa.lx. 12.)

Nations, in calling Christ blessed, honour and praise
Him by their national acts. Publicly they acknowledge
Him as the Author of all their good—the bountiful
bestower of all their prosperity. They own that all
national power and blessing are from Christ, by setting up
properly-qualified rulers to promote His glory, by enacting
laws in accordance with His revealed will, by acts of
public thanksgiving, and by national covenanting. The
richos and resources of nations are due to Christ, and
should be froely dedionted for the advancement of His
cuuso in tho oarth. This hourtfolt and joyful felicitating
of Christ will yot take place in all parts of the world, by
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men of all ranks and conditions; publicly and privately;
.in families; in social assemblies, religious and political;
and in the whole intercourse and business of life. To
the exalted Redeemer every knee shall bow, and every
tongue confess. ‘‘In that day shall there be upon the
bells of the horses, Holiness unto the Lord; and the pots in
the Lord’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar.
Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and Judah shall be holiness
unto the Lord of hosts.” (Zech. xiv. 20, 21.)

Ix ConcLusiox—

This subject suggests important uses of self-trial. Our
spiritual state and character are certainly determined by
our relation to the Saviowr’s ever-enduring name. Do we
know, love, and honour His blessed name? Have we
practically submitted to the Redeemer’s authority; and do
we delight to call Him Lord, and esteem it our highest
honour to be called by His name? The blessings publicly
invoked for Israel were conferred in the way of Jehovah’s
name being named upon them. ‘And they shall put my
name upon the children of Israel, and I will bless them.”
(Num. vi. 27.) The patriarchs of old had, as the token
and pledge of peculiar favour and blessing, their names
changed—Iletters of the Divine name being inserted in
theirs, and the new name indicating the blessing conferred.
The name Abram became Abraham, as expressive of the
promise that he should be the father of many nations.
That of Jacob was changed to Israel—a prince with God,
to denote his victory in wrestling, and the honour and
dignity of his spiritual seed. The new name given to the
conqueror is inseparable from the enjoyment of tho highest
privilege, the participation of the hidden manna, a fixed
and stable position in the temple of God, and oneness with
Jehovah and His church for ever. (Rov. ii. 17; iii. 12.)
To bear this name i all their sufoty, and honour, and
ralvation.  “‘The name of the Tord is a strong towor; into
it the righteous run and is safe,”  “Tho Lord is a strong-
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hold in the day of trouble; blessed are they that trust in
Him.” (Prov. xviii. 10; Nahum i. 7.) This is the willing
confession of the saints, as it is all their confidence and
joy: “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses, but we
will remember the name of our Lord God.” (Ps. xx. 7.)
To all ‘“that believe, He is precious;” and the attractive
fragrance of His name excites their tenderest love and
complacential delight. ‘‘Because of the savour of thy
good ointments, thy name is as ointment poured forth,
therefore do the virgins love thee.”” (Song i. 3.)

Here is the only way of receiving all blessing. This is
the ordained method of blessing from the beginning; and
in no other way may any expect to obtain it. In the ever-
enduring name of the Mediator and Surety in the covenant
men alone are blessed. ‘“There is no salvation in any
other; for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts iv. 12.)
‘We should adore the wisdom and love that laid upon
Christ all help for the ruin of the Fall, and the whole
‘burden of the sinner’s salvation. We should come to Him
now for all that His name and titles import. We should
take Him as the Deliverer from wrath, and flee to Him as
the Rock of our salvation. Christ Jesus is “made of God
unto us, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemp-
tion;”” and we have the warrant and welcome to embrace
Him for all this; as in Him alone should we glory. His
name is terrible to the enemies of His people, and we may
learn from its greatness and unchangeableness, their guilt
and fearful danger. He sits enthroned at the Father’s
right hand, till all His and His people’s enemies are made
His footstool. Ho is the Avonger of blood. In ‘‘the day
of His wrath, IIo strikes through kings that withstand
Him. Ho shall fill tho places with dead bodies. He shall
wound the honds over many countries.” (Ps. ¢x. 3, 6, 7.)
Wo should betako ourselves to Ilis name for safety. We
should come to Iim as the one Modiator of the Covenant,
and rocvive Him as tho Loxd our righteousness—our
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strength and stay, our peace and blessed hope. In his
name shall the Gentiles trust. All that is valuable and
endearing in Him as His people’s Shepherd, Husband,
Elder Brother, and Friend, we may appropriate and claim
as our sure portion—our enduring and blessed inheritance.

The grounds of the fullest and most joyful confidence are
in this ever-enduring name. Christ, the Saviour, is not
only the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, but His
glory shines forth with lustre ever-increasing. The Gospel
1s light breaking and spreading continually. The kingdom
of Christ is ever enlarging, while world-powers decay and
sink to ruin. Earthly kingdoms totter and fall, and are
forgotten. That of the Redeemer, founded on principles
that are imperishable, lasts throughout all ages, and in-
creases 1n glory, till it merges into the reign of eternity.
The dominions established by mighty conquerors, as Alex-
ander, and Cesar, and Napoleon—founded in force—have
passed away and perished. The dominion of Christ, on the
contrary—founded on love—endures for ever. Millions at
the present moment yield to Him the entire homage of the
heart, and would willingly die for Him. In the ages to
come all opposing powers shall be subverted. His cause
will be universally triumphant. We should choose our lot
and destiny with Him and His people. The trust reposed
in His name can never be diasppointed. Of our hope in
Christ we shall never be ashamed.

Finally—The great evidence that we are blessed in
Christ is herein presented. Saints, united to Christ and
saved by Him, with their lips, and in their hearts and
hves, call Him blessed. They bless thomselves in IHim,
as they seck the blessing from Him, and aseribo to IIim
the praises of ity enjoyment. Liko as David, on an im-
portant occasion, returned from u public servico to ‘“ bloss
his houxs,” wo we should pluce our families under the
covert of His blood, and seelc the blossing by confossing
His authority, and by dedicating ourselves and them
to Hiw service. lu tho assomblics of tho church wo cull
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upon His name, render Him the praise that is His due,
and recognise His authority in pronouncing the benedic-
tion. We are called and commanded to do all things to
His glory. The church is to seek every blessing—all her
comfort, liberty, and joy—from Him as her Redeemer,
Living Head, and Lord. We are required to confess Him
before men, and daily to extol Him. Our duty and privi-
lege alike are to declare His renowned fame, and to make
known His light and salvation throughout the nations.
The name of Jesus, as God’s salvation to the ends of the
earth, His power and dignity as a Saviour, mighty to save,
are to be proclaimed to all nations. This should be the
loud voice of the church’s confession and testimony, made
known for the obedience of faith to all people. This
should be the perpetual harmony of the lives of the pro-
fessed followers of Christ. Labouring and praying for
such exalted objects, we should seek to bring others to
know, confide in, and love the Saviour’s blessed name. As
nations become enlightened and are brought to know and
honour His name, they are prospered and blessed. In the
ages to come, with the knowledge of the Redeemer’s name
universally diffused, nations submitting to His yoke shall
enjoy enlarged prosperity; kingdoms, as such, shall praise
Him. The ends of the earth shall fear Him and rejoice in
His salvation. Every knee shall bow before Him in
prostrate homage, and ¢ every tongue shall confess that
Jesus Christ is Liord, to the glory of the Father.” As His
name becomes ‘‘ great among the Gentiles,” nations and
their rulers honour the Son by placing His name first on
their monuments and public records, and by employing
national resources for the advancement of His glory in the
ourth. This is the open attestation of their having received
blossing from Iim. Thus, too, every believer, as he
grows in grace and advances in meetness for the heaveuly
inhoritance, loves more and delights in this blessed
numo, and seeks that others should love and honour it.
'he snints in heaven, fully blessed in Him, adore and
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praise the Saviour, as the Source and Fountain of all their
felicity. Their lofty songs are all vocal in His praise.
The crowns of the redeemed are prostrate at His feet; and
every palm is waving in His honour. In a song perpetually
new, with loudest, sweetest melody, they exclaim in their
exalted worship, ‘ Thou—thou alone, O blessed one!—art
worthy to take the book, and to unloose the seals thereof ;
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy
blood ; and hast made us kings and priests unto God; and
we shall reign upon the earth.” (Rev. v. 9, 10.)



THE

BUILDING OF THE CHURCH THE GLORY
OF THE REDEEMER'S REIGN.

ZrogAriAH vi. 13—“Even He shall build the temple of the Lord;
and He shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon His
throne; and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.’’

Waen Zechariah—one of the ‘““prophets of the re-
storation ’—-was commissioned to direct and animate
Zierubbabel, prince of the captivity, and Joshua, the high
priest, in the work of rebuilding the temple, and thus
preparing the way for the advent of the Messiah, the
Divine will was communicated to him by a number of
significant visions revealed in succession. Of these, eight
are recorded, from the beginning of the prophecy to the
eighth verse of this sixth chapter. What is contained
from the ninth verse to the end of the chapter has been
viewed by some expositors as the ninth symbolical vision.
Rather is it to be regarded as a real transaction in which
the prophet took a part, furnishing the basis of a
cheering prophecy, which was designed to encourage the
returned captives in their important work, and to gladden
the hearts of the faithful with discoveries of the future
glory of the office, work, and kingdom of the Redeemer
promised.

A delegation from the Jews who remained in Babylon
had come to Jerusalem, bearing pecuniary gifts to their
brethren, to aid them in their labours, and especially to
help forward the building of the temple. These they had
deposited in the house of Josinl, the son of Zephaniah,
who was probably tho treasurer of the sacred offerings
contributed for furthering tho work. Thither the prophet
was dirocted to ropair, to tako tho silver and the gold, and
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to make of them two crowns, and to place them either
consecutively or together, as forming « double crown, upon
the head of Joshua, the high priest.* Tho action was
symbolical and most significant. It was emblematical of
the dignity and glory of the Messiah—the future gathering
of the outcasts of Israel to Him, and their recognising of
Him as their true King, and a Priest for ever upon His
throne, made after the order of Melchizedec. No single
type was fit to set forth the full glory of Christ. The
high priest of Israel, when arrayed in his robes of glory
and beauty, had on the mitre above his forehead a plate
of gold, with the inscription, ‘“Hovrivess To tHE Lorp,”
but he might not assume the diadem of royalty. The
investiture of Joshua with a double crown referred to the
priestly and royal dignities combined in the same glorious
person of the Messiah; while in reference to His
supreme authority and universal rule as Mediator, the one
crown which He alone wears is said to flourish upon Him.
(Ps. cxxxii. 18.) He is, at the same time, represented as
having on his head ‘“many crowns” (Rev. xix. 12),
symbolizing the various parts of His mediatorial dominion,
and the numerous victories which He has achieved over His
people’s enemies. The crown of a ‘‘royal priesthood”
pertains to Him at all times, as well in His state of lowly
abasement, and when His power is contemned, as when
His kingdom is flourishing, and appears in bright and
surpassing glory. |

The inspired interpretation refers the symbolical action
immediately to Messiah, the King-Priest of the church.
““Behold the Man whose name is the Brancit.” Joshua,
the High Priest, was a type of the Saviour to come; and
in his coronation there were typified the sacerdotal office
and royal dignity with which Ho is invested. As a branch

* The vision of u double erown placed on Joshua's head at once is
favoured Ly the construction in the original,  The plural crowns is
coustrued with the singular of the substuntivo verb,
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springing out of the tree, clothed with foliage and laden
with fruit, so “He grows up out of His place.” His
‘place” is peculiar, from His supernatural conception and
His lowly birth. By His own inherent power, and not by
created aid, He lives, grows, and prospers. Under
Him there is growth in the church; and, from beginnings
small and apparently hopeless, He increases till His shade
is everywhere stretched out, and His fruit is abundant and
‘“prosperous’’ like Lebanon. For the spread of His cause,
and the ecstablishment of His kingdom, there is vital
energy in Himself. e is ‘“‘exalted in his own strength.”

Pre-eminently is He distinguished by the work in
which He is engaged, and which He carries forward to a
successful and glorious completion. This is ascribed to
Him alone, and by way of peculiar emphasis. ‘“‘And He
shall build the temple of Jehovah. Even He shall build
the temple of Jehovah.” In building the sacred temple,
Joshua was an active, approved instrument. But here
are exhibited a more glorious structure and more illus-
trious Builder. It is the. erection of living temples, each
one ‘“a habitation of God through the Spirit;”’ the rearing
up of a spiritual house to be filled with His glory, of
which the costly materials are the ransomed gathered out
of all nations. This is the great work which the exalted
Mediator has been carrying on, and which He will con-
duct to its glorious completion, when time shall be no
more. All that is done in the church, which i1s of any
real value, is connected with the Man the Branch, our
crowned Prince, building the temple of the Lord. Of the
construction, oxecution, and completion of this structure
He will for ever bear the glory; as all who are interested in
the work willingly confess that to Him it exclusively and
by propor right bolongs. His session at the IFFather's
right hand, and His poworful, universal rule, secure the
nccomplishmont of all ITis wise and gracious designs. The
purposo of tho overlasting covonant, and the mutual
hurmony and co-oporation of Ilis™ priestly and kingly
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offices, amply guarantee the completion of His undertaking.
Here, as on an immovable foundation, rest our confidence
and hope of salvation; and hence we gather the joyful
assurance of the church’s final victory, and of the universal
establishment of the Redeemer’s kingdom in tho earth,
“ He shall sit and rule upon His throne, and He shall be
a priest upon His throne: and the counsel of peace shall
be between them both.” May the Holy Spirit take ¢ the
things of Christ,”” and reveal them to us, and enable us to
contemplate them by faith, and heartily and joyfully to
ascribe to Him all the glory! Relying on His promised
guidance and support, I shall consider—

First, The GrEar worKk which the Man, who is the
Branch, performs; Secondly, The crLory which He ever
bears ; and, Z/rdly, The exalted dignity which He per-
petually sustains, securing the full disclosure of Ilis
counsel of peace.

I. THE INMPORTANT WORK WHICH HE PERTFORMS.

The greatness of the work, and the glory associated
with its performance, are declared by the repetition of the
words, ‘‘Even He shall build the temple of Jehovah.”
This occurs not through the error of a transcriber, as is
held by some on the authority of the Septuagint, and of
some other ancient versions. It is rather put by way of
strong emphasis. The chief glory of the reign of Solomon,
David’s magnificent son, was the building of the temple.
So it i8 pre-eminently Christ’s honour to erect a church
on earth, of which He is Himself the foundation and
chief corner stone, and which e fills with His presence
and glory. This He claims as His peculiar prerogative.
He is the foundation, strength, unity, and beauty of the
building, as He effects its completion, amid tho loud
hosannas of glorified saints and angels around the throne.
This temple is not that which was then building by the
rostored  captives, with devoted labour and high hopes,
though its progress and completion was from Him. Nor
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is it the most gorgeous of earthly temples or palaces. It
is a structure of far more costly and enduring materials,
of more wondrous design and execution, and of more dis-
tinguishing glory, than human hands have ever reared.
This temple of Jehovah is—

1. THE CIIURCH OF REDEEMED SINNERS.

The ancient temple symbolised the church of Christ in
all ages, in its spiritual character and glory. It was the
house of God, founded by His wisdom and power; a
dwelling consecrated to His service; the chosen place of
accepted worship; the residence of the Divine glory, and
a scene of blessing. The church of the redeemed is
frequently represented in Scripture as God’s ‘‘building.”
Individual saints are a ‘““spiritual house,” ‘‘living temples,”
and ‘“‘habitations of God through the Spirit.”” The whole
church on earth is the building of mercy, erected in the earth,
and carried forward in all ages, as the chief manifestation
of God’s glory. “The Lord doth build up Jerusalem.”
““The Highest Himself shall establish her.” (Ps. exlvii. 2;
lxxxvii. 5.) This spiritual temple is seen in its most
glorious state in heaven. There the building, which has
been carried forward throughout all time, is complete; and
the headstone is brought forth with hosannas of ‘“Grace,
grace unto it.”” The church, perfect and triumphant, is
the perpetual residence of Jehovah, where is rendered to
Him the most exalted service of angels and men, and His
glory shines forth in noon-tide offulgence, diffusing blessed-
ness unspealkable and unending among all who are gathered
home to heaven. ‘There is no templo therein, for the
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.”
(Rev. xxi. 22.) Instituted ordinances cease when the
substantinl glory to which they lead is fully seen and
cujoyed. There will be no longor, as here, distinetions of
servicos und times, 1t is one perpotual Sabbath of rest—
ono high und uninterrupted conmunion.  In no particular
pluco in hoavou is God adored, or Iis glory specially soon.
1t is ull vno grout towplo, rowred in honouwr of tlis name;
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and spiritual worship is for ever ascending from every
part of it, as God delights to dwell among His people, and
to bless them with ‘‘fulness of joy” for evermore.

2. Of this spiritual temple the Man, whose name is the
Branch, laid the foundation and formed the plan. The ancient
tabernacle and the temple of Solomon were each formed
according to a Divine pattern; the one shown on the
mount to Moses, and the other by prophetic revelation
discovered to David. The most solemn charge was given
to Moses respecting the construction-—‘ See that thou
make all things according to the pattern.” Nothing was
left to be formed according to mere human contrivance—
nothing to be arranged by human skill. A like earnest
concern that all should be conformed to the Divine model
was evinced by David when he gave charges concerning
the erection of the temple. The plan of the spiritual
temple was laid in sovereign wisdom and grace in the
everlasting covenant. The church of the redeemed is the
master-piece of the Divine workmanship. The counsels of
Trinity were engaged about it from all eternity. The
Mediator set up before the foundation of the world is the
‘“ Builder and Maler” of the church—the glorious 4»chitect
preparing the design, and the Constructor to carry it into
completion.  Subordinate workmen or instruments are
not mentioned in the undertaking. They are as nothing,
while He is all and in all. Himself is the living, chosen,
tried foundation laid in Zion. (Isa. xxviii. 16.) His per-
son, on which the whole superstructure is reared, is tran-
scendently excellent. His Word, that gives existence to
the church, is precious. The ¢‘twelvo foundations” have
in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and
these excel the most costly jewels of croation. The plan of
building the church which was laid in eternity and framed
in ¢ the counsel of peace,” is carried out by the Mediator
in all time,  Kvery object and event throughout tho uni-
verse ig rendered rubrervient to its development; and in
it coynpletion there is muwle to tho principalitios and
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powers in the heavenly places a revelation of ‘‘ the manifold
wisdom of God.” (Eph. 1. 10.)

3. He prepares and gathers together living stones in building
the temple of the Lord. Upon Christ Himself, the ¢ Living
Stone,”” laid for a foundation, believers, ‘‘as living stones,”*
are placed, and built up a spiritual house. They were
hewn out of the quarry of nature by the power of the
Spirit, and are quickened and prepared for their place in
the building of mercy. Spiritual life is communicated
when they are united to Christ; and they become a
habitation of God through the indwelling Spirit. This
work has been going forward in all ages unseen and noise-
less; as in the erection of Solomon’s magnificent temple,
the materials were prepared on the distant mountains, and
the noise of no tool of the workman was heard on it, as it
rose up in silent grandeur—the joy of the land. On the
one tried foundation are built ¢ gold, silver, precious
stones ’—costly metals, which will stand the fiery test
that is coming, and reflect glory and honour upon all who
.are employed in carrying forward the building. This
preparation is always progressing, and every movement in
human society is contributing to advance it. The gather-
ing together of materials for the spiritual temple, and the
compacting of them into one glorious structure, 1s the
special work of the Master Builder, and that in which He
is pre-eminently glorified. To the Shiloh, early promised,
shall ‘“the gathering of the people be.” ‘“He gathereth
together the outcasts of Israel.” ‘‘That in the dispensa-
tion of the fulness of times He might gather together in
ore all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and
which-are on earth; even in Him.” (Eph. i. 10.)

4, By Iis truth and ordinances, and by the instrumes-
tality of His chosen servants, e advances the building.
Through the saving power of the truth, souls are

"

¢ 1 DPoter ii. 6, The oviginal epithet ix “Ziving,”” aud not

o Lively,” us in the Authorised Version,
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quickened, sanctified, and edified. The whole progress of
the spiritual temple hitherto has been through the truth
made known, faithfully proclaimed and experienced in
its gracious influence. It is connected, too, with ordi-
nances purely administered—the appointed means of
salvation, the channels of living, transforming influence.
The building will be at length completed by the glorious
display of Divine truth. The pure administration of
Gospel ordinances renders the church the ¢ mountain of
holiness.” Through the power of the truth the city is
‘““compactly built together”—all its parts in comely
proportion, and the whole structure reflecting the
renowned fame of the illustrious Contriver and Builder.
Through the instrumentality of servants whom He raises
up and qualifies in all ages, He carries forward the
upbuilding of the church. He is never at a loss for
instruments for the performance of His work. As in
Nehemiah’s days, He employs at times those who are
destitute of human means, who hold in their hands tools of
labour and weapons of defence; and, despite of enemies,
the work goes on and prospers, Concerned about the
desolations of the sanctuary, and encouraging one another,
they say, ‘“Arise and let us build, that we be no longer a
reproach.” Animated by the spirit of true devotedness,
and by the bhand of their God upon them, impediments
give way, enemies are confounded, and the house is
prepared for ‘‘the Desire of all nations” to como and fill
it with His glory. Whatever instruments are engaged,
the Divine Architect 1s among the builders, encouraging
them by Iis presence, giving cffect to their endeavours,
and crowning them with His blessing. IIc has the
““ plumb line” and measuring reed of truth in Iis hand,
w test every part of the superstructure, romove unhewn
ktones and untempered mortar, and to seo that, whon it is
finished, all has bLeen conformed to the pattern.  Tho
building is completed by the full and glorious display of

Divine truth; all its purts ure scen in comoly proportion,
u
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and Mount Zion appears ‘‘beautiful for situation,” the
city of the mighty King, “the joy of the whole earth.”
(Ps. xlviii. 2.)

5. By the grace and power of the Spirit, the temple is
adorned, as Jehovah fills it with His presence and glory.
Divine agency is indispensably required for the construction
of every part of the building of mercy,—for laying the
foundation, and carrying on the work to its completion.
No created power is adequate to hew the stones that form
the spiritual temple out of the quarry of nature, and
endow them with life. The glorious Builder adds stono
to stone, by the agency of his Spirit. He will put on the
last stone, and crown the building, as he placed upon the
foundation the first. ‘‘He shall bring forth the Head stone
thereof, with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.”
(Zech. iv. 7.) The whole glory of the work is ascribed to
sovereign almighty grace. Nothing of human policy or
power is acknowledged as effectual in rearing up the
superstructure. The work is altogether performed through
God’s special favour toward His servants, and by His
grace within them. Whether viewed as the work of
mercy in the sinner’s soul, or as the whole church of God,
it 1s through grace that it is in every part advanced
and completed. Here is the sure ground of all our
dependence, as it should be the hope of all progress. The
hosannas of joyful praise will at length proclaim that to
sovereign grace alone is to be ascribed all the glory. The
beauty of the building consists in its being of Divine
workmanship, and in conformity with the pattern sketched
in infinite wisdom, and roflccting the holiness of its
glorious Author. “Out of Zion, the porfection of beauty,
God hath shined.” (Ps. 1. 2.) A people made willing in
‘“tha duy of power,” appear in ‘““the beauties of holiness,
from tho womb of the morning.” When tho church is
toon in hor Millennial boauty, she is a ‘“groat city, the
holy Jorusalom, desconding out of heaven from God,
and her light is liko unto a stono most precious, oven like
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jasper stone, clear as crystal.”” (Rev. xxi. 10, 11.) Even
while the work is in progress, and amid the desolations of
Zion, we may by faith see the church of the future in her
sp