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THE #ADOPTION OF SONS.

Introductory.

Tue Fatherhood of God, and the Sonship of
believers are subjects of transcendent impor-
tance to every human being. DBoth are presen-
ted in the most impressive light in Divine revela-
tion, and are intimately connected with all right
views of the glorious Object of worship, and
with our character and condition in time, and
our hopes for eternity. The most forcible ap-
peal of the Jewish Lawgiver to Israel, as he
reproved their rebellion, and claimed thelr de-
voted obedience, was made to rest on God's
paternal relation towards them—Do ye thus
requite the Lord, ye foolish people and unwise 2
Is he not thy Father, that hath bought thee?
Hath he not made thee, and established thee 2”*
This too, Jehovah Himself declares, to be the
sure foundation of restoration and spiritual
blcssmg to pcmtont Isracl—¢ They shall come

i 4 v ————— ———

* Deut. xxxii. 0.
B



10 INTRODUCTORY.

with weeping, and with supplications will I lead
them. I will cause them to walk by the rivers
of waters in a straight way wherein they shall
not stumble; for I am a Father to Israel, and
Ephraim is my first-born 2 ”*  To stand in
the peculiar relation of sons to God is ever re-
presented throughout the Scriptures as the most
‘wonderful distinction of human beings, who
were by nature alien, rebellious, and helpless.
They are thus brought out of the mass of per-
dition—form a society of ransomed ones, that
1s holy and indestructible ; they have an in-
terest in the unchangeable love of the Father,
and are made partakers of all the blessings
which it confers. When the redeemed are
represented as living temples—the ¢ habitation
of God through the Spirit,”—the fatherly re-
lation of God to them is declared to be the
foundation of all that is excellent in their char-
acter, and blessed in their hope, “Ye are the
temple of the living God ; as God hath said, I
will dwell in them and walk in them; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people.
‘Wherefore, come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing ; and I will receive you, and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons

* Jor. xxx1. 9.
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and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”* In
the view of a relation so distinctive and glori-
ous, of its origin in the eternal love of God, and
of its effects in the future blessedness of the
saints, need we wonder at the Apostle’s lofty
exclamation, and the joyful confidence of hope
which he expresses—* Behold, what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God!
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and
it doth not yet appear what we shall
be; but we know that, when He shall appear,
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as
He is.”f The moving cause of believers’ son-
ship is thus declared to be God’s love—and this
sovereign, great, effective, and unchangeable,
so that it can never be adequately expressed
or conceived. This love is “ given” or “be-
stowed on us,” not on the footing of any worth
or merit, or amiable quality in us, but solely
through gratuitous affection and favour. The
certain result is, that ¢ we should be called ”
children of God—not by an empty title, but
that we should be truly what the designation
imports—the sons and daughters of the Lord
Almighty, and sharers of the illustrious honour
and glory which are inseparable from such a

*2 Cor, vi, 16—18, 11 Johnii, 1, 2,



12 INTRODUCTORY.

relation. Considering the Fatherhood of God
in covenant to His people, and their spiritual
sonship, there is no subject of meditation and
self-trial of more absorbing interest—mnone that
is more fitted to draw forth heartfelt trust—to
supply the most constraining and animating
motives to all holy living and devoted obedi-
ence—to minister strong consolation to afflicted
ones and mourners in Zion, and to inspire a
more joyful and blessed hope. Isthe God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ indeed our
Father? There is no measure to the love,
grace, and pity which He will show us; there
1s nothing within the compass of His power

which He is not prepared at all times to do on
our behalf. Are we the called, adopted children
of God? Then have we the fullest, strongest
ground to confide in His mercy, and hope in
His salvation ; as we are bound to walk worthy
of Him who has called us to His kingdom and
glory. Then should we give all ¢“diligence to the
full assurance of hope unto the end.”f ¢ Andif
children then heirs, heirs of God, and joint
heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer with
Him, that we may be also glorified together.”}.

—~*

+ Heb, vi. 11. I Romans viun. 17.

>



CHAPTER 1.

The Hamilp of God.

Ephesians iii. 15— Of whom the whole family in heaven
and earth is named.” Jeremiah 11, 19—¢ But I said,
How shall T put thee among the children? * * * *
And I said, Thou shalt call me, my Father, and shalt
not turn away from me.”

The title ¢ Sons of God ” applied to believ-
ers supposes a family of which the God of all
orace is the Father and Head. The word
Adoption, like the original term ¥rfcora—1im-
plies the reception into a family of one who
did not belong to it by birth. He is ¢ put
among the children,” and according to the full
import of the word, he enjoys by transference,
the full right and privilege of sonship. That
we may see the excellency of this position, and
the nature of the relations more clearly, it be-
hoves us to consider, first of all, the Family
that, in heaven and earth, “is named after

* Christ.”

Among human beings, the family state
5 the most characteristic and interesting.
It was instituted in Paradise by God himself,
who ordained marriage for man’s help, and
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solemnized and blessed the first conjugal rela-
tion. Even after sin has entered, disturbing
the harmony of God’s works, and marring and
polluting all human relations, the Family is
the home of our affections—the centre of
tender associations—that which  moulds
the character of individuals, and shapes, in
a great measure, their future destinies;
—1it is the well-spring of diversified plea-
surable enjoyment. In the division and allot-
ment of ancient Israel, distinctive character
and prophetic blessing were associated with the
tribe, which was the family in relation to the
patriarchal progenitor or ruler; while in the
subordinate divisions, individual families were
preserved separate and distinct, and marked to
honour and blessing or to rejection and a curse,
according to the. covenant with their ancestors,
and ‘the character which distinguished them.
How honourable was it to be of the seed of
Abraham and of the race of Israel, or to be
sprung of the house of David! KEven iIn our
own day, heraldic distinctions of the family are
eagerly coveted; while to have the privilege of
a plous ancestry or to be a member of a family
which, however lowly in the world, is one of
the Israel of God—saints serving Him in holy
dedication here, and to be gathered together at
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length in the Father’s house in heaven—is an
honour beyond all earthly dignity and glory.
The Family of God is incomparably the most
illustrious in the universe; and to belong to it
is a distinction and honour compared with
which the loftiest station in human society, and
the most glorious material things in the uni-
verse, sink into mere insignificance.

In the creation of the heavens and the earth,
God at first formed two families of intelligent
moral beings—angels and men-—separate one
from another and each immediately dependent
on Himself as its Creator, Preserver, and
Sovereign Head. ‘When a part of the angelid
family had rebelled and were cast out of
heaven, and the whole human. family had be-
come apostate in the first man—their federal
Head, Jehovah, made provision that His glory
should not be totally eclipsed in His intelligent
offspring. In the riches of His sovereign grace,
He took the portion of the angels that had kept
their first estate and those whom He had chosen
to eternal life of the fallen human family, and
formed them into one holy family, placed under
Christ, the Mediator of the new covenant, and
thewhole in heavenand earth named afterHim.*

—

* Ephes. iii. 15.—The naming of the family may be
either after God the Father or the Lord Jesus Chnist.
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Thus was the divine Redeemer glorified in
being appointed the vital Head of the Church
and “Head of all principality and power” for
her benefit; and the purpose was securely
laid, that, “in the dispensation of the fulness
of times, all things in heaven and earth should
be gathered into one, even in Him.”* In
virtue of this gracious, all-wise arrangement,
the angels that had stood in their integrity were
effectually preserved from all possibility of
future apostacy and rebellion,and were brought,
as ‘“elect angels,” into most intimate union
with the Mediator and Surety of the covenant.
They were thus shown ¢‘the manifold wisdom of
God,” T and were enabled to contemplate with
more profound wonder the mysteries of human
redemption. By the constitution, too, of this
holy, happy family, effectual provision was
made for the recovery and eternal salvation of
fallen sinners of mankind. The redeemed are
exalted in dignity above man’s primitive con-
dition in innocency by being brought into near
and most tender relationship to the second
person of the Godhead—their Elder Brother,
and by being aqsocmted with holy muel\——-the

Wlth (/ulvm, wo refer it to the luttex as the Lm\l Jesus
is the nearer antocedent, and as this appears to be the
wore natural iuterpromtiou.

* Liphes. il 10. 1 Liphes. i, 10.
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elder children of the family, henceforth to be
always “ministering spirits to them that are
heirs of salvation.” * How glorious is this
Family of God in its Head and members, in
its character and privileges and future destiny!
God the Father, the first person of the blessed
Trinity, 1s its Father and Head, as from Him,
in His economical relation to the covenant,
emanates the whole wondrous design of love
and mercy. Christ Jesus, the eternal Son, 1s
the Elder Brother, having all the right of the
First-born—entire dominion over the family—
the goods of His Father’s house in His posses-
sion and at His disposal, and the blessing in
His hands to confer. Angels that excel in
glory are a constituent part of the family, ever
ready to execute Christ’s command and to act
as ministers of His will, to carry forward the
purposes of His love and the designs of His
providence. To the saints, especially, do they
minister with watchful tenderness and unre-
mitting care. They joy in their conversion,
mingle in their solemn assemblies, bear them
up in their hands, encamp around them in diffi-
culty and danger, and, at length, convey their
disembodicd souls to glory, and swell for ever
the chorus of the new song of the redeemed,

* Hebrews, 1. 14,
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ascribing all glory and worth to the Lamb
slain.

The ¢spirits of the just made perfect”
heaven, are another part of this family ; Whl]e
the saints that are now ¢ the excellent of the
earth,” and those who are yet to be gathered
into one in Christ form the rest of this chosen
and blessed society, that, separated from the
world, are destined to shine forth in ¢the
beauty of holiness,” and to enjoy the most
exalted fellowship with the blessed Godhead
throughout eternal ages.

This Family into which adopted children of
men are brought, 1s characterized by peculiar
and excellent properties. 1t 1s a separate society.
Called out of a world lying in the wicked one,
and each individual responding to the Saviour’s
gracious and powerful invitation—¢ Come out
from among them and be ye separate, and I
will receive you,” they regard a state of holy
separation as a law of their existence—to be
practically followed in all their relations—in
their whole spirit and conduct. The ¢ King's
daughter” forgets her own people and her
father’s house when the King “greatly desires
her beauty.” * Though the separation which
characterizes the fmmly of God does not re-

R ah A e s el ——— — - —— ———

*Ps \lv lO ll
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quire us to live as ascetics or to do violence to
natural or social relations, yet is it always real
and distinctive. =~ The sons of God are
¢ strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” * Their
country and citizenship is in heaven.t Their
honour and safety alike are here. ¢ IL.o, the
people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reck-
oned among the nations.” I The declaration of
the parting benediction of Moses is the per-
petual characteristic of the spiritual Israel—
the family of God. ¢Israel then shall dwell
in safety alone; the fountain of Jacob shall be
upon a land of corn and wine, also his heavens
shall drop down dew.”§ |

In the expressive terms of a precious frag-
ment of Christian antiquity, ¢ Christians are
not separated from other men by country, nor
by language, nor by customs. They dwell not
in cities of their own, nor make use of a peculiar
dialect, nor affect a singular mode of life.
They live in the cities of the Greeks or the
barbarians, as each one’s lot may lie; and with
regard to dress and food or other matters of
everyday life, they follow the customs of the
country, yet they show a peculiarity of conduct

* Hebrews, xi. 13. + Phil. iii. 20. $ Num. xxiii. 9.
§ Deut, xxxiii, 28.
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their own native land as sojourners. Thev
take a part in everything as citizens, and yet
endure all things as if strangers. Every
foreign country is as a fatherland, and every
fatherland as a foreign country. They live in
the flesh, but not according to the flesh. They
pass their time on earth, but they are citizens
of heaven. They obey the established laws,
and yet raise themselves above the laws by
their lives. They love all, and are persecuted
by all. They are unknown and condemned.
They are killed and made alive. They are
poor, and make many rich. They are in want of
all things, and abound in all things. They are
dishonoured and amid their dishonour are glori-
fied. In a word, what the soul is to the body,
that are Christians in the world.”* Tt is a holy
family.  This 1s 1its  grand characteristic.
¢ Israel was holiness to the Lord.” ¢ Ye are a
holy nation, a peculiar people, a royal priest-
hood” t  God, its Father, is ¢ glorious in
holiness;” Jesus, the elder brother, our great
High Priest, has inscribed on the girdle of His
golden garments—¢ Holiness to the ILord.” §
The angels, who form a part of the family,
stand in their original purity, “ten thousands

* Epistle to l)wguotus, 5, 6.
tder, 1. 2; 1 Peter il 9. md XX Vil 30.
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of His holy ones.” The adopted from men
are spiritual associates to the Lord. They arc
called to be saints. The vow of holy consc-
cration is upon them, and one day they shall
appear “in the beauty of holiness "—as  the
dew from the womb of the morning ”—¢ with-
out spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.”
Again, it is loving.  The Father of the
family is ¢ Love ”—infinite, eternal, unchange-
able. His sovereign, gratuitous love moved
His choice of them that were to be redeemed
from among men, and gave origin to all that is
done for their redemption and final felicity.
Christ’s love to His saints is self-sacrificing, un-
paralleled, and transcendently wonderful. Of
holy angels and saints, whether on earth or
glorified in heaven, love is the ruling principle
of their hearts—that which actuates their whole
spirit and conduct. They love the Father with
supreme affection, and delight theniselves 1n
Him. The love of Christ constrains them
to live to Him alone. They have complacency
in fellow-saints, as bearing the image of the
same Father in heaven, and as partakers of the
common salvation. And, in the spirit of gen-
uine benevolence, they love their enemies, and
pray for them, and do good to them that de-
spitefully use themn and persecute them.

A}
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The family of God is, finally, the dlessing of
the world. To Abraham was given the pro-
mise—¢ In thy sced shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed.”* Blessings of every kind—
all that are substantial and enduring—not only
come from God, and through Christ, the Media-
tor; but by the Divine family named after
Christ, and in connection with them, all bless-
ings—temporal, spiritual, and eternal—are dis-
pensed, and to be enjoyed. Believers are  the
lights of the world,” and ¢the salt of the
earth ”—the preserving, purifying, and all-
quickening principle in the mass of human
corruption, and the light that dispels the dark-
ness of error and sin, and that shall ultimately
fill the whole earth with the effulgence of God’s
glory. To the family—thus separate, loving,
and holy, the assurance is given—“ 1 will
make them, and the places round about my hill
a blessing, and I will cause the shower to come
down in his season, and there shall be showers
of blessing.”t Every member of this ¢ house-
hold of faith” should be always ready to pre-
sent to others the invitation of Moses to Hobab,
his father-in-law, to unite in the happy fellow-
ship—“ We are journeying to the place of
which the Lord said, I will giveit you; come

* (ten, xxii, 18, + Ezok, xxx1iv. 26.
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thou with us, and we will do thee good, for the
Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel.
And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall
be, that what goodness the Lord shall do unto
us, the same will He do unto thee.”?

+ Numbers x. 29, 32.



CHAPTER IT.

The Origin and PNature of Sonship.

John 1. 12—‘“ But as many as received Him, to them
gave He power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name.” Romans ix. 26—
““ And 1t shall come to pass, that in the place where
1t was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there

shall ye be called the children of the living God.”

Our introduction into the Family of God,
and our participation in its privileges, is by
Adoption. The special act, which is designated
by this term, bears a striking analogy to a
practice which existed from remote antiquity.
This is referred toin the early records of sacred
Scripture ; but it 1s particularly prominent
among the institutions of the classic nations of
Greece and Rome. As evidences of the early
origin of the practice, in the family of Abra-
ham, a child who was not the offspring of the
patriarch, and Sarah his wife, was, at least for a
time, regarded as entitled to bear the family
name, and seemed to be heir of the family-pos-
session. The infant Moses, rescued from =
watery grave, became the adopted son of the
royal princess; and the sons of Joseph,
Ephraim and Manassch, by the benediction of
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Jacob, their grandfather, were assigned a place
among his own children, and ranked afterwards
with them as the heads of tribes, and 1n sharing
the promised inheritance.

Among the Greeks and Romans, the practice
of adoption was fully recognized and regula-
ted by law, and was reckoned of great impor-
tance in the matter of domestic settlements and
inheritances. In some of the Grecian states,
as in Athens, it was only a citizen that could be
adopted by any one, but in Rome the selection
was less limited. In the case where the head
of the family had no children of his own, nor
the prospect of having any, he might adopt one
of another nation, or take a slave of his house-
hold, and after conferring on him his freedom,
give him his own name, and constitute him the
heir of his possessions.  While this might, in
the first instance, be done in a private way,
afterwards, to give it validity in law, it required
to be declared and registered before the Prator
or City-magistrate. Then the adopted son was
regarded and treated in all respects as the
natural child of him who adopted him. Hence-
forth he bore his name, and was heir in law of
his property.

The spiritual adoption into the Familyof God
has been well defined to be  An act of God’s

¢
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free grace, wherchy we are received into the
number, and have a right to all the privileges
of the sons of God.”* It has been considered
by some eminent theologians as a part of a
sinner’s justification, and by others as an effect
flowing from it.t  The explicit statements of
Scripture would rather seem to view adoption
as a distinct graclous blessing, a certain illus-
trious step of dignity added to justification.f
A subject that had offended may be freed by
his sovereign; a criminal may be pardoned,
but he is not thereby taken into the family.
It is by a further act of compassionate and lov-
ing favour that he is put among the children.
Connected with justification, though distinct
from it, Adoption has been described as ¢ A
gracious declaration of (zod, by which he ad-
mits those who are justified into His family as
sons, and communicates to them the preroga-
tives and privileges of sons of God.”§ |
The assured promise to the overcomer is,
“I will give him a white stone, and in the
white stone a new name, which no man
knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” This

—

* Westminster Shorter Catechism—Question 34.
+ Junius terms Justification via adoptionis.
+ Maestrict—Theoret. Pract. Theol.
§ Mastricht—Theoret. Pract. Theol.—Tom Sec. ¢. vi,
p. 724, 725. 1 Rev. 11. 17.
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« white stone” is symbolical of the pardon of
sin.  The “new name ”—that which desig-
nates a son or daughter of the Lord Almighty,
is 7n the stone, as inseparable from it, and an
additional gift, revealed by the Spirit to the
consciousness of him on whom it is bestowed,
and evidenced to others afterwards by the
fruits of holiness in the life. =~ This adoption
of sons is properly a Divine act and declara-
tron. As the fruit of sovereign grace and love,
¢ we are called the sons of God.” Chosen in
Christ “from before the foundation of the
world,” the elect are said to be ¢ called” in
God’s eternal purpose,* as if the gathering to-
gether of the children of God scattered abroad
were already effected. They were “ chosen in
Christ” as their Covenant Head, with whom
they were united as co-heirs with God.f First
in the gracious purpose of the Father, they were
given to Christ, the Mediator, to be redeemed
and brought into sonship. = Their names were
inscribed in the roll of the Covenant—the
Lamb’s book of life, under the name of the
only-begotten Son, the First Elect ; and out of
it they can never be erased. They were ¢ pre-
destinated to be conformed to the image of
His Son, that He might be the First-born

* John xi, 52, + Gal, 111, 21. Rom. vii. 17.
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among many brethren,” ¢ Having predestina-
ted us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good plea-
sure of His will.”* The adoption of the elect
thus originates from God’s eternal love and
sovereign grace. Its objects were children of
wrath and aliens from God; of the family of
the Evil One, and under condemnation. Yet,
in the Father’s eternal decree, they were chosen
in Christ ; associated with Him before the
foundation of the world ; predestined to son-
ship, and all this as expressive of His wondrous
love towards them, and His infinitely gracious
and tender interest in them.  All the persons
of the blessed Trinity had a part in this amaz-
ing transaction. In the constitution of the
covenant of grace, each person of the Godhead
fully concurred in the important design, and
condescended to occupy a distinct place in car-
rying it into accomplishment.. The First
Cause, or the Adopter, was the Eternal Father,
to whom it was befitting to have the saved
standing in the relation of sons. The Second
Person of the Godhead, the proper and only-
begotten Son of God, had the clect given Him,
to be redecmed, to bear Ilis image, and to
be ¢ many sons » to be brounht “to 0101) T

e T 4 — + ———— —

* Rom, viii, 29, Dplws i, 5 '|' Hvb i, 10



THE ORIGIN AND NATURE OF SONSHIP. 29

And the blessed Spirit is Himself “the Spirit
of adoption,” by whose agency they are brought
into the family, by whom they are led, and
whose inward witness attests their sonship.
Thus the grand source and moving cause of
the believer’s sonship is the superlative love of
God in Trinity. “By grace are ye saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God.” ¢ That in the ages to come,
He might show the exceeding riches of His
grace In His kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus.”*

In this gratuitous choice of the elect, we see
the marked distinction between civil adoption
and spiritual, and the transcendent excellency
of adoption into God’s family. The will and
consent of those whom God adopts are not re-
quired, as in the case of the ancient human
custom. It is “ not of him that willeth,” but
¢“of God that showeth mercy.” God has the
sovereign right to select whom He will to bring
them into His family, and the efficacious in-
fluence of His grace makes them willing in the
day of His power. The adopter among men
had no son or heir, and hence he took an alien
into his family, investing him with his name
and the rights of sonship. God, on the con-

* Ephesians ii. 7, 8.
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trary, besides His only-begotten Son, His
“fellow” in the participation of the Divine
nature, and ¢ Heir of all things,” had innumer-
able holy spirits whom he had created, to reflect
His likeness and promote His glory. Unlike
civil adoption, there was no excellency in the
adopted of God to influence the choice of them;
there was nothing to attract the Divine regard
toward them ; there was in them no worth or
worthiness. Instead, they were ¢ children of
wrath even as others ”—transgressors from the
womb—rebels and enemies. There were many
objections against their adoption, many argu-
ments against it, and none whatever for it.
God Himself speaks as if non-plussed in the
view of their character about conferring upon
them this great distinction. ¢ How shall I put
thee among the children!”*—so sinful, diso-
bedient, abominable—among them who are the
loved ones of the Father, who bear His image,
and who shall share His blessedness for ever?
Again, in civil adoption, though the name and
rights of a son may be given, the nature of a
child cannot be imparted, nor the qualifications
for enjoying the inheritance, but those whom
God adopts, He makes ¢ partakers of the Divine
nature.” They are conformed to the image of

* Jer. 111, 19.
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His Son, endowed with a disposition becoming
the relationship they bear, and are made meet
for the inheritance of the saints in light. There
were cases 1n civil adoption wherein the relation
and 1ts rights might be set aside; but those
who were predestined to be children of God,
are without fail called and justified and brought
to life eternal. Thus, pre-eminent above all
human relationship and privilege, the adoption
of believers should ever present to the heart
matter of adoring wonder, and gratitude, and
praise to the riches of God’s grace, that pre-
destined sinful, lost human beings to so excel-
lent and honourable a distinction, and that in-
states them in the possession of all its unspeak-
able privileges.

2. The meritorious cause of the adoption of
sons 1s the redemption of Christ. The ¢ Cap-
tain of salvation” was made ¢ perfect through
sufferings, that He might bring many sons to
glory.”* ¢ When the fulness of the time was
come, God sent forth His Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons.”t  Deliverance from the
curse and bondage of sin is cssential to son-
ship.  Those who were to be brought into

* Hob. ii. 10, + Gal, iv. ¢, .
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God’s family were fallen under guilt and con-
demnation, and utterly unable to free them-
selves from this ruined condition.  That they
might be rescued from wrath and misery, and
fitted for a place among holy ones, it was re-
quisite that their vast debt should be paid, and
that they should be redeemed from the curse.
For this purpose, the Mediator and Surety,
God’s eternal Son, was sent forth. He volun-
tarily assumed our nature. ¢ He was made of
a woman.” He was “ made under the law,” as
a broken covenant, to fulfil its condition, and
bear its dread penalty. This he did by the
spotless obedience of His life, and by His
vicarious sufferings and death, that the guilty
might be freed from condemnation, the lost
recovered, and that those who were aliens and
enemies might be reconciled and receive ¢ the
adoption of sons.”* Thus alone could lost
sinners be adopted into the household
of faith. By no other process could they
enter the family.  Naturally they were
not of it and could never of themselves
become members of it, but they were brought
into it. They required to be freed from their
legal burden and from the bondage of sin be-

* This, in the original, is not viTes—a naturel sonship,
but Usebicie—sonship conferred.
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fore they were adopted. Their emancipation
from this servitude is virtually their adoption.
This could only be effected through the obedi-
ence and death of Christ. He died to redeem
them ; and as the reward of His finished work
for them, ¢ they receive the adoption of sons.”
The original word * may denote to “ receive
again,” or more properly to  receive into pos-
session from a source.” 'Through the death of
Christ we are brought into a new sonship,
higher and more exalted than that which Adam
possessed in the earthly paradise. By faith in
the redemptive work of Christ, we, who were
servants and bondsmen, are gifted with the
character and privileges of sons. How mar-
vellous the way in which our freedom has been
wrought and in which we are brought into the
family of God! How unspeakably great and
precious 1s the ransom price paid for our
deliverance and for the privileges which we are
given to enjoy! Before any could be delivered
from wrath and obtain sonship, the Son of God,
who was in the bosom of the Father, came into
the world and was unspeakably abased in our
humanity. Ile bare our sins on His own body
on the tree, and for us He was made a curse.
The full penalty of the violated law and all

i . ——— ———— e
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that the Justice of heaven could demand, He
suffered. The innocent suffered that the guilty
might go free. Through the redemption
wrought by Him, the objects of His love are
rescued completely and for ever from wrath,
and are brought into the glorious liberty of the
sons of God. How manifold and great are
their obligations to consider the solemn
appeal—“ Ye are not your own, for ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God
in your body and in your spirit, which are
God’s.” * The burden of their praises on earth
and in heaven must ever be—¢ Unto Him that
loved us and washed us from our sins in His
own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto (God and His Father, to Him
be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen.” §

3. The actual possession of sonship is by
the Holy Spirit through faith. Sinners that
were aliens from (God and dead in their tres-
passes and sins, are reconciled by the blood of
Christ and quickened by the Holy Spirit.
Adoption and regeneration are intimately and
inseparably connected, though in several re-
spects they differ.  They flow from the same
infinite source of Divine love and grace; the

— o e = -
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same persons are both the adopted and the re-
generated, and are brought into this condition
at the same time; and in the one case and 1n
the other they obtain a meetness for the in-
heritance of the saints in light. Whether
adoption precedes regeneration or follows it, it
1s not important to determine.* These two
great changes may be distinguished, but cannot
be separated. Adoption is a legal act, the
change which it impliesis relative. Regenera-
tion is an internal change by which we become
partakers of the Divine nature. The privilege,
however, and image of the sons of God go
together. The great agent in the one case and
in the other, is the Spirit of God.  They who
believe are born, ¢ not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, but of God.” f Called to the dis-
tinction and privileges of sonship, they are
spiritually quickened ; their nature is changed,

* This matter is discussed by Charnock in his ¢¢Dis-
course on Regeneration.” He says—*‘ The new name in
adoption 18 never given till the new creature is formed.
Yet they are to be distinguished. Regeneration, as a
marol act, gives us a likeness to God 1n our nature; adop-
tion, as a leyal act, gives us a right to an inheritance.
Regeneration malkes us forma’ly J 18 sons by conveyuw a.
principle, (1 Pet. 1. 23); adoption makes us relatively
sons by conveying a power, (John 1, 12.) By the one we
are installed in the Divine alfoctxon by thoe other we aro
partakers of the Divine nature.”

tJohn 1. 13.
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and they arc new-created after the moral image
of God. The grand instrument of regeneration
is the word of truth—the gospel of salvation.
“ Of His own will begat He us with the word
of truth, that we should be a kind of first-fruits
of His creatures.” * By faith implanted in the
heart, and brought into operation by the Spirit,
the word is received and the great things re-
vealed in it are appropriated. Especially is
Christ Jesus, ‘“the Author and Finisher of
faith,” embraced as the foundation of trust,
the centre and source of all joyful hope. When
the Comforter comes, His office 1s to “glorify”
Christ and to take the things which are His
and reveal them to the heart. f By a living
faith we apprehend the revelation—behold the
Saviour’s glory—and receive the things that
are His by sharing with Him the inheritance
.of sons. The grand gospel invitation and offer
are, ‘“Come out from among them and be ye
separate, and I will receive you, and will be a
Father to you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Liord Almighty.”{f We
are called to come out from a natural state of
guilt and alienation from God, and to separate
from the world lying in the Wicked One, and
from all ungodliness.  Quickened by the

* James i. 18. ‘tJohn xvi, 13. 12 Cor. vi. 16, 17.
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Spirit, and drawn by a discovery of the Savi-
our lifted up, we are inclined and enabled to
make this separation. We forget our fathei’s
house, and willingly forsake all for Christ. In
the act of renunciation, we are received by our
heavenly Father, and become ¢ the sons and
daughters of the Lord Almighty.” |

The pregnant expression of the evangelist
declares clearly and fully the way in which we
are brought into sonship, “For as many as
received Him to them gave He power to be-
come the sons of God, even to them who believe
in His name.” * This bespeaks the enlarged
freedom and extent of the precious relation.
“To as many’—of whatever name or nation,
Jew or Gentile, and whatever their previous
condition or character. The privilege becomes
certainly ours by faith. Christ offers Himself,
and the primary duty or first acting of faith
is to accept Him in His person, offices, and
gracious relations, and not merely the benefits
which He brings. We believe in His name and
repose implicit confidence in Him—as He 1s
proclaimed in the Gospel—the Prophet, Priest,
and King of the Covenant; we embrace the
salvation promised as the treasure and portion
of the soul, and we rest with satisfaction upon

e~ —— - -
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Him alone for all blessing in time and eternity.
In thus receiving Christ, we commit our all to
Him, we cast ourselves, and everything that
concerns us, upon Him. The grand act of
true saving faith is acceptance and appro-
priation. 1tis embracing Christ on the authen-
tic offer of the gospel. It islooking to Him as
lifted up, and being attracted to Him as the
moral magnet of the heart. It is appropr-
ating Him in all that He is and for all that we
need, and relying upon Him as God’s un-
speakable gift for the abundant supply of all
our wants. By this faith, of the operation of
the Spirit, we are vitally united to Christ;
and such is the nearness and undecaying
nature of the union, that we are identified with
Him in name and in the participation of all
covenant privileges, ¢ Believing in His name
we become the children of God.” * Faith in
Christ is the grand mark of distinction in the
family of God. Those in whom the Spirit has
implanted it are given ¢ power,” (:&susia)—the
privilege or capability—¢ the nner-enabling ™
to become the sons of God.” The adoption,
itself, is this power or dignity. In the act of

* This is the original expression, and not ¢‘ sous,” as in
the authorised version. 1t is more comprehensive in its
import, and marks, too, the mode in which we become
such—namely, by rogenoration, or the new birth.
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believing with the heart, they are adopted into
God’s family and placed in a new and gracious
relation of which they are never afterward de-
prived. The adopted children of God are born
“not of blood,”—not of any eminent human
birth—not by the natural will, which is fleshly
and depraved—nor after the way of civil adop-
tion, or by any power which men exercise over
their fellows, as by persuasion or eloquence, or
by the mere presentation of truth to the mind.
The work is of Grod alone—Not of man, “but of
(God.” Not outward relation or standing in the
Church,—nopious parentage or externalbaptism
makes us children of God. Those, and they
only, who embrace Christ Jesus as He is freely
offered in the gospel, give evidence that they
are born of God. The Spirit who works this
faith in the heart produces true repentance as
_its immediate fruit. The wanderer awakened
and recalled becomes sensible of his lost con-
dition, and says, “1 will arise and go to my
Father, and say, I have sinned against heaven
and before thee, and am no more worthy to be
called thy son ; make me as one of thy hired
servants.,” * The Father prevents the returning
penitent with yearning compassion and tender
mercy, embraces him with loving kindness,

" e e ——— o -

-y ——— -

* Luke xv. 18, 17.
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and welcomes him as a lost child restored to
the family, to all the entertainment of the
Father’s house. His former backslidings are
healed, his folly and sins for ever forgiven.
He owns him in the fullest sense as His child ;
and his restoration to the privileges of
sonship he delights to hold forth as the ground
of sacred joy to the whole family— Lt us
eat and be merry ; for this my son was dead,
and 1s alive again; he was lost, and is
found.” * The prophetic announcement to
be fulfilled in the future conversion of the
Gentiles is accomplished in the effectual call-
ing of all who are brought into the family of
God. ¢TIt shall come to pass that in the place
where 1t was said unto them, Ye are not my
people ; there shall they be called the children
of the living God.” ¥ The Spirit being the
efficacious agent in regeneration and adoption,
it concerns us earnestly to seek His presence
and power. Our first great business is to
believe on the Liord Jesus as He is offered
in the gospel. Faith working in the heart by
love, producing true repentance, and gener-
ating works of holy obedience, marks our
sonship, making it clearer to our own con-
sciousness, and enabling us to shine as lights

®* l.uko xv. 2. 1 Romans 1x. 20.
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.1n the world,—“the sons of God without re-
buke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse
nation.” *

* Phil. 1. 15.
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CHAPTER III.

The Jﬁath;;i;;nh of Gob.

Matthew vi. 9—‘‘Our Father, which art in heaven.”
Psalm lxxxix. 26—‘‘He shall cry unto me, Thou art
my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.”

Sonship implies Fatherhood, and this rela-
tion, sustained by Jehovah to the family of the
redeemed, is suggestive of the most endearing
associations, and fraught with the greatest
blessings. It is fitted to elevate the mind, ex-
cite the tenderest affections, and lead to assured
confidence and joyful hope.

In an extensive sense, God is a Father, and is
so revealed in His works as well as His word.
The paternal relation among men aids us in
contemplating the loving relation in which God
stands to His creatures—it 1s a shadow and re-
presentation of the Divine Fatherhood. Father-
ly dispositions and dealings are ascribed to Him.

Jy creation, He is the Father of intelligent
beings. Angels are those ¢ sons of God” that
shouted for joy when ¢ the morning stars,” a
thL dawn of mcatmn, “ sang too'ether e Men

* Job axxvm 7.
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arc ¢ His offspring,” and He is “the Father of
the spirits of all flesh.” To ancient Isracl
¢ pertained the adoption,” and with them He
expostulates, “Is He not thy Father that hath
bought thee? Hath He not made thee and esta-
blished thee?”*  And in penitent confession
and earnest supplication they plead, ¢ Doubt-
less Thou art our Father.” ¢Now, O Lord,
Thou art our Father; we are the clay, and
Thou art the potter, and we are all the work of
Thy hands.”f

1. But in a peculiar sense, far higher than
these, 1s (God the Father of the saints. His
Fatherhood to them is a gracious relation,
standing in the covenant of redemption, and
fully exhibited in their union to Christ, the
only-begotten Son. The prophetic announce-
ment made by Nathan to David, ¢ I will be
his Father, and he shall be my Son,”} refers
to the Saviour to come, of whom Solomon was
an illustrious type. The Fatherhood of God
is cminently seen in the Eternal Son. In
virtue of His filial relation to the First Person
of the Godhead, Jesus 1s the ¢ First-born
among many brethren,” and He Himself is
¢ the Everlasting Father.,”  But although tho
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M;Deut. xxxii. 0. 1 Isniah Ixiii. 16, ; Ixiv. 8.
3 2 Saw. vii, 14,
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fatherhood of God to Christ may be regarded
as the foundation of the fatherly relation of
God to believers, it differs from it in the most
essential manner. The sonship of Christ re-
spects the mode of the Divine existence, and is
necessary, eternal, and ineffable. The sonship
of the redeemed, on the other hand, 1s a
gracious relation, originating from the sovereign
will and grace of God. Believers are children,
not by nature, but by adoption and regenera-
tion. They are said to be ¢ partakers of the
Divine nature ”—not originally, or as viewed 1n
the covenant, but as the end of receiving ¢ ex-
ceeding great and precious promises.” Through
faith uniting them to Christ, and by the in-
dwelling and agency of the Holy Spirit, the
Divine image is renewed in their souls; and a
new nature, conformable to the holy nature of
God, is formed within them, with new spiritual
tastes, capable of delighting in God, and find-
ing supreme happiness in Him.

2. The Fatherhood of (God to the saints is
clearly seen in the revelation made from the be-
ginning, and especially in the full revelation oy
the New Testament. The Redeemer promised
from the beginning was, in the fulness of
time, ¢ made of a woman, made under the law,
that He might redcom them that were under
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the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons.”* e was, moreover, “the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world.” He was
presented in the mystery of His person and
atoning work to the faith of the Church under
the old economy, long before His manifesta-
tion in the flesh. The covenant of grace was
the basis of God’s merciful dealings with a fal-
len race from their earliest history.  The
Covenant is the same, though the administra-
tion is different, under the Old and New Testa-
ments. The Spirit was given in a more limited
measure to believers under the ancient dispen-
sation, but it was through His gracious opera-
tion that they who believed embraced the pro-
mises, brought forth in their lives the fruits of
a living faith, and were animated by a blessed
hope. As faith in God is the mark of sonship
in all ages, the glorious object of trust and con-
fidence must have been known to believers from
the beginning, in His Fatherly character and
relation. It is plainly inconsistent with the
idea of a ““household of faith” existing from
the carliest times, and opposed to many express
declarations of the word, to hold, as some do,
that God was made known to the Church of old
as only a Lawgiver, and Judge, and was not

— -

* (Gialatinus, 1v. 4,
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revealed in His Fatherly relation till Christ

came. When the seed of Abraham were taken
to be God’s peculiar people, to them * per-
tained the adoption, and the glory, and the
Covenants.”* God was revealed to them as
their Father in covenant; so by His ‘mname
Jehovah” was He known to them.f When
Moses was commissioned to demand of Pharoah
their release from bondage, he is bid to declare,
“Thus saith the Lord, Israel is my Son, even
my First-born.”t Ancient Israel included the
spiritual seed, and was typical of the people of
God in all ages. The acts of their solemn and
accepted worship recognized fully the Father-
hood of God, and were the utterance of the
heart of the saints under the former economy.
These celebrated His praise when they sang,
¢ Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him.”§ They ad-
dressed Him in prayer, ¢ Blessed be Thou, Liord
God of Israel our Father, for ever and ever.”|\
And in times of great trial, they pleaded God’s
Fatherhood as an argument for deliverance and
restored favour, ¢ Doubtless Thou art our
Father, though Abraham be ignorant of wus,
and Israel acknowledge us not : Thou, O Lond,

®* Romans ix. 4, + Kxodusvi. 3. % ih‘mpdus v, 22,
§ Psalm ciii, 13, I| 1 Chron, xxix. 10,
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art our Father, our Redeemer; Thy name is
from everlasting.”*

The covenant-dealings of God with His
people through the whole of the Old Testa-
ment exhibit this as the predominant feature of
His character. Iis pity, in compassionating
their affliction and misery ; His loving thoughts
towards them ; His gracious tenderness; His
readiness to interpose for their help and de-
liverance ; and His joy and delight in their re-
turn to obedience and holy fellowship—all dis-
play the Fatherhood of their covenant God.
Notwithstanding their weakness, backsliding,
and rebellion, He is not ashamed to be called
their God and Father. Though, like some
other aspects of the Divine character, and of
the wondrous scheme of human redemption,
the full, bright discovery was reserved for the
dispensation of the Gospel, and the ¢ ministra-
tion of the Spirit,” excelling in glory, yet
we can in no wise doubt that the Fatherhood
of God was revealed to the saints of old, and
taught by the Spirit to believers under the law.
The Abrahamic covenant—the charter of the
visible Church—holds forth the great funda-
mental promise, ¢ I will be a God to thee, and
to Thy seed after thee.” This tho law of types

* Isa. 1xiii, w.m
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and ordinances could not disannul ; and 1t yet
remains the security of all gracious privileges,
and exhibits God as standing to His people in all
endearing relations. Among these, the pater-
nal relation has ever occupied, as it will always
occupy, a prominent place. It is to the be-
liever, as it has ever been, the constant object
of heartfelt trust, of gratitude, of prayer, of
spiritual converse, and delightful fellowship.

3. The Fatherly relation of God to be-
lievers, and their sonship, is in and through
Christ. He is the Eternal Son, and as set up
from everlasting, He was ordained to be ¢the
First-born among many brethren.” He is the
Head of the Church, the centre of unity to
the family of God. From eternity the Son
was set King upon Zion, the hill of God’s
holiness. In all His work of obedience and
vicarious suffering, He was owned as the
Father’s ¢ well-beloved Son ” in whom He was
“ well-pleased.” The mind of Christ on earth
is seen in all its workings, in the highest
exercise of all holy graces,—in faith, in resigna-
tion, in zecal, in complacency and delight, in
communion with the Father, and in proposing,
as ITis highest end, the advakcement of His
glory, The grand end of His advent—as it
was of Ilis Surcty engagement—was to do
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His Father’s will.  From the earliest days of
His ministry on earth, Ile was about His
“ Father’s business.” This was His meat and
His drink. In His last agony He prayed—
“ O my Father, if it be possible let this cup
pass from me.” Yet He resigned Himself
wholly to His Father’s disposal—* Not my
will, but Thine be done”—* The cup that my
Father hath given me to drink, shall I not
drink it ?” *

By His resurrection from the dead, He was
declared to be ¢ the Son of God with power.”f
And to express, in the fullest and most consola-
tory terms, the interest of the redeemed in His
relation to the exalted Head of the covenant, to
whom the ransom was paid, and their union
and fellowship with Him in glory, He said,
“I ascend unto my Father, and your Father,
and to my God and your God.”t The Lord
ascended to heaven, and returned to the Father,
not merely as He left His bosom, and came
down to earth. Ie was, indeed, ¢ glorified
with the glory which He had with the Father
before the world was.”  1But he had this ad-
ditional glory on entering heaven, He ascend-
ed as the Son of Man. Iis humanity was
exalted above all ereated beings in heaven and
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earth.  The marks of His sufferings and the
trophies of His victory, Ile wears as the Lamb
slain 1n the midst of the throne—death and
hell’s mighty Conqueror. In glory, He has a
Brother’s nature and heart still. His Sonship
as a person in the Godhead sheds transcendent
lustre on Him as the Son of Man, and displays
the inconceivable glory of that communion with
the Father, which, as the Church’s Head, He
shares in common with His redeemed people.
They are sons of God, indeed, in a different
sense from Him, as the only-begotten and
well-beloved Son of God.  Still, their having
the same exalted designation conveys the
idea of their digmity and honour. He 1s the
‘“ First-born,” and they, too, receiving the
adoption of children, are the ¢ Church of the
First-born which are written in heaven,”*—
sharing in all His honours, and partaking of all
the privileges which He has the right'to confer.
Christ’s resurrection, in which He was manifes-
ted to be ¢ the Son of God with power,” is the
efficient cause of our regeneration—the source
of our spiritual quickening and sonship. By our
new birth, we have life in a risen Saviour. He
has risen and ascended to a new, powerful, un-
decaying life in glory—sin and death being put

e v - P
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away, and conquered by His one perfectsacrifice.
We are risen together with Him to newness of
life, to know the blessedness of calling God our
Father, and to enjoy for ever the glorious in-
heritance that is set before us in blissful prospect.

4. The Fatherhood of God, which believers
enjoy through Christ, is to them the source and
assurance of all blessing for time and eternity.
They are entrusted to the Father’s infinite and
eternal love,* and nothing shall ever be able to
separate them from it.tf  He pities them as a
‘Father does His children. Even when they
are wayward and rebellious as “a bullock un-
accustomed to the yoke,” and they are chastised
with the rod of men, in yearning confession and
tenderness, He heals their backslidings and re-
stores them again. ¢ Is Ephraim my dear son?
Is he a pleasant child? For since I spake
against him, I do earnestly remember him still;
therefore my bowels are troubled for him. I
will surely have mercy upon him, saith the
Lord God.”f  His wise, tender, fatherly care
is ever over them. IlIec kceps them as the
apple of His cye. The hairs of their head are
all numbered. He knows that they have nced
of things temporal and spiritual, and this is
rcason sufficiecnt why their heavenly Father

* Jer. xxxi. 2. tRomansviii, 39. FJer, xxxi. 20,
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should supply them at the most suitable time,
and in the most befitting circumstances. He
owns them, even when they backslide from
Him, as did the Prodigal from his father’s
house, and when human friends ¢ acknowledge
them not,” He is not ‘ashamed to be called
their God.” He is “a Father to Israel,” when
Israel is unbelieving and perfidious in the
covenant.  All blessings that His people need
—temporal and spiritual—are supplied from
the Father’s love and care, and out of
His bountiful fulness; and this is the great
prevailing argument in seeking their enjoy-
ment. “If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children, how much
more shall your Father which is in heaven give
good things to them that ask Him !”*  Some
things that God’s children ask are denied to
them, because He sees that they would not be
for their good. His wisdom is exercised in
choosing the best time and way of giving. But
what is really good and conducive to their best
interests, and what they indispensably need,

He will not withhold. When they ask, He

* Matthew vii. 11.—When the evangelist Luke records
the same discourse of our Lord, he gives the expression

—‘‘Give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him,” (Luke
xi. 13;) as if to intimate that the gift of the Spirit is the
suin and chief of all the ¢ good things’ which our
heavenly Ifather gives.
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will graciously give; and while they are yet
speaking, He will hear and answer. It the
love and care of earthly parents—cven though
they are sinful and evil—will prompt them to
supply the pressing wants of their children, how
much more will the Father, who is infinitely
loving and benevolent, furnish all good gifts to
them that ask Him!

Our Father in Christ brings His children ¢o
the mearest and most blessed fellowship with
Humself, here and hereafter. When asked how
He manifests Himself to His disciples, and not
to the world, Jesus, in His discourse in the
“upper chamber,” answered, “If a man love
me, He will keep my word, and my Father
will love Him, and we will come unto Him, and
make our abode with Him.”* This 1s the
gracious assurance that the blessed Trinity will
maintain intimate communion with believers.
The coming of the Father and the Son includes
the Spirit, because Ile reveals the Son,
and sheds abroad His love in the heart, just as
the Son reveals the Father.  The Father and
the Son come by the Spirit, really and per-
sonally, but not visibly, and make their abode
with believers,  The Father is recognized and
cmbraced by the Spirit of adoption, which He
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has sent forth as the Spirit of His Son into
their hearts. Such communion the saints here
enjoy, in keeping Christ’s word and loving His
name ; and in a far higher measure will they
realize it when they shall come to the Father’s
house of “ many mansions” in heaven, and be
admitted to glorious, uninterrupted fellowship
with the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost for
ever. ‘It is because He is our Father that we
confidently expect good things from Him, that
we trace all the light and love of past days to
His paternal forethought and mercy,” and that
we cherish joyful anticipationsof future blessed-
ness. Well might Luther say, in contemplat-
ing his interest in the Fatherhood of God in
Christ—¢ If I could only truly believe it, that
God, the Creator of heaven and earth and all
things, is my Father, I could conclude that
Christ is my Brother, and that all things are
mine, (abriel my servant, and Raphael my
charioteer, and all the angels ministering to
me in my necessities, and sent to my aid by
my heavenly Father.” Again, in his Com-
mentary on the Galatians, he says:—“This
little word, Father, conceived effectually in
the heart, passeth all the eloquence of De-
mosthenes, Cicero, and the most eloquent
rhetoricians that ever were in the world. The
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matter 1s not expressed with words, but with

groanings, which groanings cannot be uttered
with any words of eloquence, for no tongue can
express them.”*

* Luther’'s Commentary on the Galatians—p. 375.



CHAPTER 1V.

Relatton to Christ, the Eer Brother.

Psalm Ixxxix. 27.—“1 will make Him my First-born,
higher than the kings of the earth.” Isaiah ix. 6.—
‘“ His name shall be the Everlasting Father.”

The Sonship of believers standsin near and
very intimate connection with the person and
work of the Redeemer. Thiswe proceed to
illustrate in a few particulars.

1. The Divine Fatherhood may be ascribed
to the second as well as to any of the other per-
sons of the blessed Trinity. Though it may
be viewed as, in a peculiar sense, characteristic
of the First Person in His economical relation,
it belongs to the whole Godhead. God in
Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the
God and Father of the redeemed ; and each of
the sacred persons may be regarded as sustain-
ing a fatherly relation to those that are pre-
destined to the adoption of sons. As the “Seed
of Abraham,” Christ is ¢ the Father of many
nations;” and the spiritual seed, which it is pro-
mised as the reward of Ilis atoning work IHe
shall see, arc as ¢ the stars of heaven and the
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sand of the sea,” innumerable. Thosec that
are adopted in regeneration are ¢ begotten to
a lively hope by the resurrection of Christ from
the dead.”  They are new-created after IHis
image and receive from Him the nature of
sons. They are “the children whom God
hath given Him,” and are “for signs and
wonders in Israel from the Lord of hosts which
dwelleth in Mount Zion.”*  Thus Christ, the
Son of God, sustains the fatherly relation to
the adoption of grace—cherishes toward them
all the love and tender compassion which it im-
plies—and does whatever a Father’s heart and
bowels of mercy prompt in their behalf.

2. Again, the spiritual union between Christ
and His people is inseparable from their son-
ship, and leads to the enjoyment of all its
privileges. In the effectual application of re-
demption by the Spirit, believers are joined to
Christ as the Head, by a vital, mystical, and in-
dissoluble union. As they become one with
Him in a sense ncarer than any creature-
union can fully illustrate, fIis God becomes
their God, and Ilis Father theirs. As indi-
cating the closeness and excellency of this
spiritual union, the parties have given to them
the same names,  Ile is the Son, and they are

* imaiab viii, 18; Ilebrows ii, 13
14
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sons, He the ¢ Heir of all things,” and they
¢ the joint-heirs with Iim.” It i1s a vital con-
jugal union.  He is the living Head, and be-
lievers are the living members of His mystical
body. They are betrothed to the heavenly hus-
band in righteousness and judgment, in faith-
fulness, loving-kindness, and mercies for ever.
The Bridegroom and Head of the Church is
the ¢ King’s Son,” His ransomed Spouse is
the King’s daughter, made ¢“all glorious
within,” and brought into the palace and pres-
ence of the King to abide for ever. *

3. Christ is the Elder Brother of those that
are adopted into God’s family. As He took
our nature and is possessed of a common
humanity with us, “ Both he that sanctifieth
and they who are sanctified are all of one, for
which cause He 1s not ashamed to call them
brethren.” f As He is the Son of God, so by
adoption they become the sons of God too.
How loving and tender is this relation! How
fraught with comfort and blessing to those who
are admitted to it!  Christ regards His saints
with the love of a brother’s heart. He takes
the tenderest interest in all their concerns, and
He never ceases to do them good. ¢ A friend
loveth at all times.” ¢ A brother is born for

* Psalm xlv. 14, 15. 1+ Hebrews n. 12
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adversity.”*  The first message of tender
remembrance and affection sent to His disciples
by the risen Saviour, recognized them in this
relation. He used a designation that he had
not employed in addressing them before. “ Go
unto my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend
to my Father and your Father, and to my God
and your God.”t Exalted to the throne of the
universe, He has a brother’s nature and heart
still ; and with his brethren on earth—in all
their privileges and enjoyments, in all their
labours and trials,—ITe manifests the tenderest
interest and most cordial sympathy. It is
their Brother’s blood that pleads on their behalf
before the throne. He ever invites and en-
courages their approach to His immediate pres-
ence. As Joseph, when he made himself
known to his brethren, He invites them—
¢ Come near to me,l am Jesus,your Brother?”
The continual work in which He delights and
which is the burden of the praises equally of
the Redeemer and his saints, is the making
known of his name and salvation—¢ I will de-
clare Thy name unto my brethren; in the
midst of the Church will T sing praise to
Thee.” § Ilow greatly should we rejoice in

* Proverbs xvii. 17,
tJohn xx. 17, I Genosis xlv, 4. § llcbrows i1, 12,



G0  RELATION TO CHRIST, THE ELDER BROTHER.

such a relation! Ilow zealous should we ever
be for the interests of Jesus, our brother! how
tender of his honour! Desiring and delight-
ing in loving intercourse with him, and in the
familiar tokens of his love, the longings of our
hearts towards him should be, ¢ O that thou
wert as my brother, that sucked the breasts of
my mother ! when I should find thee without, I
would kiss thee ; yea, I should not be despised.
I would lead thee, and bring thee into my
mother’s house, who would instruct me: I
would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of
the juice of my pomegranate.” *

- 4. The Elder Brother provides for the chil-
dren of the family all that ¢s needful for their
support, and comfort, and happiness. VW hat-
ever his wisdom and love towards them
- dictates, and their wants, and conflicts, and
trials demand or require, he is at all times ready
to do on their behalf. Ilis heart moves his
arm of power, and as He constantly loves and
rejoices over them with His whole heart, He 1s
always prepared to exert the might of Omni-
potence for their succour and salvation. The
era of their adoption is their ¢ time of love,”
when ¢ he passes by,” and says to them,
“live.” ¥ The Son makes them free, and they

* Song viii, 1, 2, + Ezokiel xvi. 6, S.
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are “free indeed.”* In the day of regencr-
ation they hear the voice of the Son of God
and are quickened, t as at his second coming
the dead shall hear his voice sounding in the
caverns of the tomb, and shall live. He re-
veals to them the Father;t and as the expres-
sion of the tenderest friendship, He imparts to
them His mind and the secret of the covenant.
¢ Shall I hide from Abraham the thing that I
do ?” § The “friend that sticks closer than a
brother,” thus addresses His friends—¢ hence-
forth I call you not servants; for the servant
knoweth not what his lord doeth : but I have
called you friends ; for all things that I have
heard of my Father I have made known unto
you.” || Their life, secured by union to him
and by his almighty protection, shall be brought
forth to bright manifestation in the day of
his glorious appearance. “ When Christ,
who is our life, shall appcar, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory.”Y He will at length
gather into one in the FFather’s many-mansioned
house the children of God who are scattered
abroad, and “ present them faultless before
the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.”**

* John vii, 306.
¥ John v, 25, 31John i, 18; Matt. xi. 27,
§ Gen., xviil. 17, ||John xv. 15, 9 Colossians iii. 4.
¥+ Judo 24,
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The full measure of their eternal felicity will
consist in the Elder Brother dwelling with his
ransomed ones for ever. They shall be with
Him where Heis, beholding His glory. ¢ His
servants shall serve him. They shall see His
face and Ilis name shall be in their fore-
heads.” * Thus excellent 1s the relation of the
children of God to the Elder Brother—thus
eminent and glorious are the privileges which
result from it. How much it concerns them
that the life which they now live in the flesh
should be by faith in the Son of God! How
should they honour Him as they honour the
Father—seek growing conformityto Him—and
look for the blessed hope to be fully realized at
the glorious appearance of the great God and
our - Saviour—to dwell with the Son in the
Father’s house and share in His dignity and
blessedness for ever and ever!

* Rev. xxu. 3, 4.



CHAPTER V.

Relation of the Adopted to the Holp
Spirit.

Galatians iv. 16.—¢‘ Because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts.” Romans
viii. 14.—¢“ As many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God.”

The Holy Spirit acts an important part in
conferring the Adoption of Sons and in in-
vesting with its high privileges. Of the covenant
in which they were chosen and predestined to
be the children, He was the consenting and
approving party, and the whole application of
the redemption provided and purchased is com-
mitted to Him. Upon Christ Jesus, the Head
of the redeemed family, He descended and
rested ¢ without measure,” anointing Him with
overflowing fulness of gifts and graces for the
accomplishment of His undertaking. ¢ The
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Iim, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge
and of the fear of the T.ord ; and shall make
Him of quick understanding in the fear of the
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Lord.” *  Rejoicing in the prospect of His
work on earth, and of its Dblessed effects long
before Iis advent, the Redeecmer, in prophetic
announcement, spoke of the Spirit’s plentiful
unction—¢ The Spirit of the Lord God 1s
upon me ; because the Lord hath anointed me
to preach good tidings unto the meek. He
hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the open-
ing of the prison to them that are bound.” t

The “oil of gladness” with which the Son
was anointed 1s given in measure to His
¢ followers ”—the brotherhood of the house-
hold of faith. They too have an # unction from
the Holy One,” I and the Spirit’s holy grace
that was upon the great High Priest of our
profession, is on all His mystical body. ¢ Like
the precious ointment upon the head, that was
suffused upon Aaron’s beard, and that went
down to the skirts of his garments,” § the Holy
Spirit works all gracious works in the members
of the adopted family, and is the efficient cause
to them of all privilege and blessing.

1. He is the Author of their regeneration—
the great change which accompanies and evi-
denccs thClI‘ adoptlon. They are « bom of

* [salah xi, 2 3 -\'Iszuah 1\1 1,2 ". > l Johu . 20.
§ P’s. oxxxin, 2.
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water and of the Spirit.” * While baptism, of
which water is the significant emblem, is the
outward symbol of embracing Christ and His
religion, the Spirit is the great agent.  With-
out the baptism of the Spirit, that by water is
of no avail. Hence, when our Lord, in the
discourse with Nicodemus, explains the nature
of the new birth in the subsequent verses, (v. 6
and 8)—the water is not again named, but
only the birth by the Spirit is mentioned as
being the essential energy which the water
itself represents, and without which even the
blood of Christ symbolized by the water, can
neither pardon nor cleanse us. Like the bones
‘“1in the valley of vision”—* very many and
very dry”—men remain utterly lifeless and
helpless until “the Spirit and breath” enters
into them. Then they are quickened and
stand up as part of “an exceeding great
army.” f They that were dead In trespasses
and sins are made alive, and where it was said,
“Ye are not my people,” it is declared, ¢ Ye
are the children of the living God.”t

2. The Spirit dwells in the hearts of those
adopted sons. God hath “ sent forth the Spirit
of His Son into their hearts.” They are
¢ an habitation of God.”§ This indwel-

* John iii. 5.

‘H‘J/l—k_xxxvm ]0 T Gal. iv. 6,
§ Romans ix, 20.
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ling of the Spirit is personal and 1s an emi-
nent part of ¢ the great mystery of godli-
ness.” That the third person of the blessed
Trinity should, in his condescending love,
take up his abodein a polluted human heart
and continue to dwell there, cognizant of all its
waywardness and folly, until He has purged
out all its defilement and renewed it in the
perfect image of Grod, is an amazing wonder of
Divine grace, only to be likened to the humili-
ation of Christ in assuming our nature and
appearing in ‘the likeness of sinful flesh.”
The Holy ‘Spirit in believers is the bond,
on heaven’s part, of their union to Christ and
oneness with him.  Christ dwells in their
hearts by faith, and by his Spirit which He
"has given them.* They thus become ¢ living
temples —the chosen residence of a present
Deity, and the scene of the manifestation of
His glory. This indwelling of the Spirit in
believers is—above his influences—the source
and energetic power of all gracious operations.
He 1s the principle of spiritual life—giving
faith and its appropriate functions. He is the
inexhaustible Fountain from which flow “rivers
of living water.” t

3 The Spirit mstamps on the souls of the

"'hphes ii. 22, t John vii, 37.

——
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children of God, the image of Christ, and re-
news them day by day. The moral likeness of
God, which was lost by the fall of the first
Adam, is restored through ¢the second Man—
the Lord from heaven.” As we have borne
the image of the earthly, so are we brought to
‘bear the image of the heavenly. The Spirit
enables us to grow up to likeness to Christ 1n
all things. The sons of God are renewed in
the spirit of their minds, and *put on the new
man, which after God, is created in righteous-
ness and true holiness.”  This transformation
is gradual—but real and abiding—and carried
forward to glorious perfection. Through the
Word, as in a glass, the Son is revealed, and
the adopted members of the family, beholding
with love and wisdom the glory of the Elder
Brother,are “changed into the same image, from
glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.” *
This is a royal Ukeness, indicating princely
descent and dignity. KEach one of them be-
comes a King’s son or daughter, as they are
predestined heirs of a kingdom. This image of
Christ, formed in the soul, is the concentration
of all holy graces—the living ¢ fruits of the
Spirit ’—and its increasing development lies
in the vigorous exercise of grace in the heart

* 2 Cor, ii1. 18.
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and life. The faith in Christ Jesus, by which
we receive the adoption of children, is gener-
ated, strengthened, and perfected by the Spirit.
The love, hope, and joy which spring from
faith are the effects of His powerful operation.
He too it is who alone efficaciously works
patience, meekness, long-suffering, gentleness;
and who enables believers to add to their faith
“virtue, knowledge, temperance, godliness,
brotherly kindness, charity.”*  The new
spiritual nature of sons is imparted—assimi-
lated to ‘‘the mind that was in Christ Jesus,”
and destined to reach its perfection in glory, by
the transforming power of the Spirit.

4. The leading of the Spirit, is a chief and
excellent part of the fellowship which believers
have with Him. ¢ As many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the Sons of God.” t
Christ Jesus is Himself given “a Leader and
Commander of the people.” § He is the
“First of the family—the Head of the
ransomed race.” He is the pattern Son, to
whom the Spirit, renewing our nature and
dwelling within us, brings us into conformity.
When Israel’s Shepherd leads us out and goes
before us, we are inclined and enabled to follow
Hun, by the mtemal powerful dm\\ ing of the

e —— - 7 W ~

* 2 Poter i 5 7 + Romaas viil, 14 T1s. lv. &
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Holy Spirit. He lovingly enlightens us—dis-
covering to the soul the utter evil and sinful-
‘ness of sin and the surpassing beauty of holi-
ness. Especially does the Spirit lead to Christ,
showing His suitableness and excellency, and
enabling to come to Him as the Author of
eternal salvation. He leads, moreover, to the
conflict with sin—the enjoyment of peace with
Grod—the precious means of grace—and to com-
munion with the Father and the Son. He
leadsbelievers into the way of holiness and peace,
and at length Ile ¢ conducts them to the land
~of uprightness.” While the believer prays :—
‘“ Lead me in thy truth, and teach me ; for
thou art the God of my salvation,” He is
enabled to cherish the assured expectation—
““ Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and
afterwards receive me to glory.” * IHow neces-
sary and 1mportant is this gracious leading
of the sons of God! As the Spirit speaks in
the word and makes it the lamp to enlighten
our path, we should hear and obey the voice
thus speaking. Our grand duty and privilege
arc to cherish the internal motions of the
Spirit as He works in the heart.  We should
not only live in the Spirit, but we should also
“walk in the Spirit,” as influenced, directed,

* Py, xxv, D Ixxii, 24,
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and guided by Him.* By constant activity In
the exercise of the Spirit’s graces, we walk 1n
love, and make progress in the way of holiness.
We should beware of grieving our heavenly
Guide, who is our most loving and greatest
friend. f The Spirit is at the same time our
Teacher and Intercessor on earth. While
Christ intercedes for us in heaven, the Spirit
does all within us,—dictating our petitions, ex-
citing holy desires, and filling our mouth
with arguments. * e is grieved by all inatten-
tion to His word, by the love of sin, by pride,
selfishness, covetousness, malevolent passions,
and, especially, by all that is opposed to the
authority and mind of Christ. By following
the Spirit’s leading, and yielding ourselves
wholly to it, we act in character as the sons of
God, and walk in the way of true and lasting
felicity.

5. Moreover,in all His offices and operations,
the Holy Spirit evidences His love to the chil-
dren of God and Iis fellowship with them.
IIe is their Sanctifier. He purifies their hearts
by faith. Ide “ purges” the living branches
that they may bring forth more fruit. By
mortifyinw the deeds of the body, Ile removes
whatcver in thom would mar the Dn ine Image

) ———— e e i gy g = e e e ——— e - -

* (mlatmna V. 5 1‘ l phes V. 30
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and render them unmeet for the heavenly in-
heritance. And He positively and efficaciously
works in them, renewing and transforming
their spiritual nature, so that they shine as
¢ lights in the world,” and appear in ¢ the
beauty of holiness,” like “dew from the womb
of the morning.”

He is the Comforter promised and sent by
the ascended Saviour.  The blessed Paraclete
at once teaches, exhorts, is their advocate, and
imparts all gracious consolation.* All His graces
in the heart are fitted to give holy joy and
strong consolation. The truth which he com-
municates is the ¢ joy-inspiring sound;” the
light which he imparts is pleasant to behold.
In sanctifying, He dispels the clouds of error,
cleanses from sin, and removes all that hinders
the joy of salvation. = There is solid peace n
advancing holiness—there is calm tranquillity
and confidence in the Spirit’s advocacy, and
intercession in prayer, and in communion with
God.  Wisdom’s ways, into which the Spirit
leads, arc pleasantness, and all her paths are
peace.  The “God of hope” fills His people
¢ with joy and peace in belicving, that they

-— = = R — e

* The original term——nae&x}\,m,-mis very comprehen-
sive, denoting, in different aspocts, a Teacher, Exhorter,
Advocate, and Comforter.
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may abound in hope, according to the power of

the Holy Ghost.”*

Again, the Spirit “ dears witness with our
spirits that we are the children of God.”t The
great matter attested by a twofold witness is
our sonship, and, as the consequence, our heir-
ship and inheritance. The first that bears
testimony on this all-important subject is ¢ our
own spirit.”  This is our conscience purified
and enlightened by the word, and often termed
In Scripture our /heart. “Hereby we know
that we are of the truth, and shall assure our
bearts before Him.”f  The powers of the
mind, intellectual and moral, apprehending the
evidences of saintship which the word pre-
sents, may come to a comfortable conclusion
that we are the sons of God. If I receive
Christ by faith, I have “power,” or tnbred ability
to become a son of God. Receiving Christ
proves sonship, and entitles to all its privileges.
The heart witnessing to the fact may come to
the comfortable conclusion that one is a child of
the family of God. ¢ To them that believe, He
is precious.”§ A believer may say without
presumption that He has the experience that
Christ has been, and is unspeakably precious to

* Romans xv. 13. + Romans viii, 16, I 1 Johni. 19,
§ 1 Peter i 7.
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him ; and as He is only such to belicvers, that he
is therefore of the household of faith. If we love
the brethren, saints as such, and because we dis-
cern the featul es of Chust s Image In them, we
have ¢ passed from death to life.” When we arc
made conscious that we love the people of God,
and have delight in them just in proportion as
theylove Christ and resemble Him, we may be as-
sured of our regeneration and adoption. Ve
know that we love God, and give a real ex-
pression of love to Him by keeping His com-
mandments. Even when sensible of the mani-
fold imperfection and sin of our obedience, we
may have this testimony of our conscience that
the habitual desire of our heart and aim of our
life are to keep the Divine commandments. It
we know and love Him, this proves that He
“first loved us,” and “hath given us eternal
life.”  We thus conclude that we are his chil-
dren, and that the adoption of sons is ours.
But the Holy Spirit, as a Divine Per-
son, also bears testimony to our sonship
to and with our spirits. DBy presenting
vividly the evidences of the new birth in the
word, working gracious dispositions in our souls,
and invigorating and shining on His own work,
He enables us to draw the conclusion on right
grounds that we are children of God. Thus

F
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1le witnesses to our own witness. But He also
witnesses conjointly with our spirits. The
Holy Spirit has immediate access to the
minds He has made and quickened. e
personally gives evidence by ‘shining on
Divine promises and invitations, showing us
our interest in them, and applying them with a
secret, all-subduing, and assuring power. He
¢ sheds abroad the love of God” in the heart,
and excites, in return, filial love to God, and
assured confidence in him. Sometimes He
fills our soul with joy and peace in believing,
and so works upon gracious affections that the
person 1s constrained to cry out, ¢ Stay me with
flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of
love.” * At times ¢ the Spirit of grace and
supplication” draws out the soul in prayer, and
gives a sense of nearness to (od, and the
assurance of prayer being heard and graciously
answered. He can bring to vivid remem-
brance the word which Jesus has spoken, pre-
sent Christ and his salvation 1n attractive
beauty and lustre to the heart, and bring =
sense of pardon and acceptance into the soul,
like a draught from rivers of God’s pleasures.
He can show heaven opened, and the glories of
the land of Inheritance, so that the believer

* Song il. 5.
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cannot doubt of the Father’s great love toward
him, and of his own interest in the Covenant,
and the things of eternal salvation. DBesides,
the Spirit, making us more like Christ in spirit
and disposition, and enabling us to reflect his
likeness, bears witness to ourselves and others
that we are the children of God. From all
eternity we were predestined to be conformed
to the image of God’s Son; and so the Spirit,
by producing this conformity, witnesses to our
election, and thus, too, to our sonship. When
such testimony is borne ¢o and with our spirits,
it brings its own evidence with it, and gives a
certain and joyful assurance of the future
glorious inheritance.* ¢ He that believeth hath
the witness in -himself.” ¢ The assurance of
grace and final salvation, being a fruit of sav-
ing faith, and not of its essence, may be, at

* Westminster Confession of Faith, Chap. xviii. Sec.
2, 3. “‘This certainty is not a bare conjectural and pro-
bable persuasion grounded upon a fallible hope, but an
infallible assurance of faith, founded upon the divine
truth of the promises of salvation, the inward evidence
of those graces unto which those promises are made, the
testimony of the Spirit of adoption witnessing with our
spirits that we are the children of God, which Spirit is
tEe earnest of our inheritance, whereby we are sealed to
the day of redemption. This infallible assurance doth
not 8o helong to the essence of faith, but that a true be-
liever may wait long and conflict with many difficulties
hefore he be a partaker of it; yet, being enabled by the
Spirit to know the things which are freely given him of
God, he may, without extraordinary revelation, in the
right use of ordinary means, attain thercunto.”
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times, wanting to the children of God, and even
after it has been enjoyed, may be obscured and
interrupted.  Yet it is attainable. Founded as
it is upon the Divine truth of the promises of
salvation, the inward evidence of those graces
unto which these promises are made, and the tes-
timony of the Spirit of adoption with our spirits
that we are the children of God, we may know
our election of grace, and rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God.”  Finally, the Holy Spirit
1s to the children of God the seal and earnest
of the heavenly inheritance. ¢ He which
establisheth us with you in Christ and hath
anointed us 1s God ; who hath also sealed us
and given the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts.” ¢ Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God
whereby ye are sealed to the day of redemp-
tion.” “In whom, after ye believed, ye
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of
promise, which is the earnest of our inherit-
ance.” * The Spirit, as a Divine person, dwel-
ling in the heart, is himself this seal of the
living God to separate and secure the saints,
and likewise to confirm to them the inhertance
of sons, and fit them for its full enjoyment.
They are sealed after they believe ; and, like as
the Son was sealed by the Father for his great

*2 Cor, i, 21, 22, Ephes. iv. 30. Ephes. 1. 13, 14,



TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. 7

undertaking and all His offices, the sons of God
are sealed by ¢ the Holy Spirit of promise”
for the duties and privileges of their new
gracious relation. As He makes them holy, and
confirms to them Divine promises, He assures
them of the love of the Covenant, and clears
up their title to the inheritance of the saints in
light. As “an earnest,” is, beyond a pledge,
the begun enjoyment of future glory, His
gracious work in the heart—the spices flowing
forth—are heaven already in possession. As
the fragrance of a land of spices is wafted over
the sea to meighbouring countries, so the
gales of the Spirit are as-the breezes of
heaven refreshing the heart. Like the large
and luscious grapes of KEshcol, these are ¢ the
fruit of the land ” of promise.* Different in
degree, but not in kind, from the bliss in the
Father’s house in heaven, they give the
strongest assurance, the experience of which
the heart is conscious, that we number with
¢ the many sons” that are to be brought to
glory. So excellent is the “love of the Spirit !”
So wonderful the fellowship which we enjoy
in the congregation of saints! Never should
we doubt His condescending love or undervalue
His gracious operations. The work of the Spirit

* Numbers xiii, 23, 24.
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within us is to be daily tested and tried by his
word without us. And just as we experience
the presence and graces of the Spirit in our
hearts, so will we cleave to the Word of God
and delight in the ordinances of His house.
Come, O blessed Spirit ! enlighten and sanctify
us by the truth. Witness with our spirits
when we are in darkness or doubt to our son-
ship. Help our manifold infirmity in prayer *
by Thy powerful inward intercession. Make
ready the heart, sealing it and the inheritance
toit, unto the day of redemption, and be Thyself
the ¢first fruits” of heavenly blessedness!

* Romans viil. 26.—The reading sustained by the best
MS. authority is in the singular * infirmity,” not °¢in-
firmities.” This is significant and expressive, as our
greatest weakness, as all saints are ready to acknowledge,
1s in heartfelt spiritual prayer which the Spirit alone can
help us to offer. He is emphatically ‘‘the Spirit of grace
and supplication.”



CHAPTER VI.

@The Communion of Saints— Hellow-
ship in the Adopted Hamilp.

— C———

1 Corinthians, x. 17— We being many are one body
and one bread, as we are all partakers of that one
bread.” 1 John i, 3—¢ That which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fel-
lowship with us, and truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

The loving intercourse of the members of
the same family, united by the tenderest ties,
and cherishing a deep and constant concern in
all that pertains to their common and individual
good, furnishes an example of the most endear-
ing fellowship on earth. It affords the finest
scope for the vigorous and healthful exercise of
the social principle. In mutual love, saints re-
joice together in the prosperity and comfort of
one another: they bear each other’s burdens,
co-operate cheerfully in promoting the welfare
of the family, as, by cordial sympathy in suffer-
ing and trials, the evils of life are mitigated, and
there i8 joy experienced from the tenderness of
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friendship cven in seasons of sorrow and
affliction.

The adopted family of God exhibits the fel-
lowship of human beings in aspects more pure,
elevated, and lasting, than aught that the
nearest and most loving intercourse of earthly
relationships holds forth to our esteem and ad-
miration. The ties of grace, binding heart to
heart, are stronger and more enduring than
those of nature; and as the result of union to
the blessed Father and Head of the ransomed
family, the children of God, called to the fel-
lowship of the Gospel, display the excellency
of their spiritual association. Next to com-
munion with-God Himself, the fellowship of
saints is one of the most exalted and endearing
privileges that can be realized on earth. ¢ [
believe in the communion of saints” 1is a funda-
mental article of our Christian profession.*
It is inseparably connected with the enjoyment
of spiritual benefit from the Word,—the fruit
and evidence of its saving power,—and, as a
practical principle, it largely promotes our edi-
fication and comfort in the Divine life. The
apostle John represents this communion as the
end of the ministrations of the Gospel: ¢ That
which we have seen and heard declare we unto

* Apostles’ Creed.
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you, that ye also may have fellowship with us,
and truly our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ.”* We are
thus taught (1), That a principal design of de-
claring the Gospel, whether by preaching or
private intercourse, is to bring believers to a
holy fellowship ; and (2), That this communion
of saints is immediately connected with the
highest fellowship with the blessed Grodhead—
it is an eminent means of introducing to its
enjoyment. By believing the Word, we are
brought to this fraternity of saints, and intro-
duced into near and loving intercourse with
the God of salvation, and to the enjoyment of
1its unspeakable blessings.

In the communion of saints, the members of
the redeemed family feel a joint interest in
matters of the highest importance.  They are
of one spirit; like-minded ; have mutual joys
and sorrows; are united in work and sympathy ;
and are made partakers of the same blessed
hope.

1. The fellowship of the adopted family re-
sults from their union to the one glorious-Head.
They are children of the Father, whose im-
age they bear, whose love has lighted upon
them, and is shed abroad in their hearts;and

* 1 John i, 3.
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His glory is the great end of their existence.
Christ Jesus is to them the IHead of vital in-
fluence and honour. By their union to Him,
they are separated from the world, and incor-
porated into one spiritual body. They become
thus, not only members of Christ, but at the
same time ¢ members one of another.”  The
fellowship to which the saints are admitted
with the Redeemer they delight to share with
Him, and with all that bear His image. They
have privileges and joys in common, live to the
same high ends, cherish the like holy expecta-
tions, and are animated by the same blessed
hopes. Hence result the offices of a sacred
brotherhood. A loving interest and compla-
cency in saints is a fruit of the new birth, and
its certain evidence. It characterizes all who
belong to the household of faith. ¢ We know
that we have passed from death unto life, be-
cause we love the brethren.” ¢ Every one that
loveth Him that begat, loveth him also that is
begotten of Him.”*

2. In the communion of saints, we are par-
takers of the common salvation. However
different their former condition—however di-
versified the features of their natural characters,
they are now, through the grace that bringeth

* 1 John iii. 14., v. 1.
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salvation, freed from the wrath to come—they
are the chosen servants of God, enlisted in the
same spiritual warfare, and made conquerors
and more than conquerors through Him that
loved them. There is a community of the
closest kind in joint privilege and blessing, as
there is the ready communication of benefits to
those who are brought into it. The rays of
light interpenetrate each other, while they in-
tensify and heighten the effect of. the whole.
Thus the children of the light and of the day,
walking in truth and love, strengthen and com-
fort one another, and diffuse an attractive
radiance around them. The redeemed walk in
¢ the way of holiness,” and go on from strength
to strength till they appear before the Lord in
Zion. This holy fellowship is effected by the
Spirit, through the power of the word. “If
there be any fellowship of the Spirit.”* Be-
lievers, whatever was their previous state, are
made ¢ partakers of the Holy Ghost,” and are,
in consequence, “of one heart and one spirit.”
“ For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether
we be bond or free, and have all been
made to drink into one Spirit.”t The Spirit
impresses upon them the same image of holi-

* Phil, ii, 2. + 1 Cor. xii. 13,
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ness. He imparts like precious faith, and
peace, and joy, and hope. By the word of
truth, which the Spirit employs as his great in-
strument, He assimilates their moral nature,
and makes them one in heart and disposition,
aim, and pursuit, and end. = The sons of God
have fellowship with the blessed Spirit himself,
‘when they cherish his motions, and walk by his
guidance and grace. And, through Him, they
realize communion with the whole family in
heaven and earth named after Christ.

3. The fellowship of saints is enjoyed in
their entertaining the same views and sentiments
on the things revealed in the word. = The eyes
of their understanding are spiritually en-
lightened. = The “ Father of glory ” has given
them ¢ the spirit of wisdom, and revelation in
the knowledge of him.”*  They see light in
God’s light.  Hence they have the like views
of sin and salvation, of the glory of Christ, and
of the excellency of his salvation. The grand
principles of their creed and life are identical.
All of them have been led to know the demerit
and pollution of sin, the vanity and evil of
the world, and the surpassing glory of the
kingdom of Christ. The law of God 1s putin
their minds and written on their hearts. They

* Ephesians i. 17, 18,
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¢ stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, striv-
ing together for the faith of the Gospel.”*

4. In the exercise of spiritual affections the
children of God realize the fellowship of saints.
Loving the Father, they are constrained to love
every one that is begotten of him. Having
been by nature at enmity with God, they were
¢ hateful and hating one another;” but when
saved by the washing of regeneration, and the
renewal of.the Spirit, love becomes the ruling
power in their hearts—the directing, governing
principle of their conduct.  Fellow-saints are
loved with a pure heart fervently.  Brotherly
love, rising far above that of benevolence to all
men, is the love of complacency. In yearning
desires for their growth in grace, usefulness and
felicity, in tender compassion for their trials
and wants, and joy in the salvation and honour
of fellow-saints, believers manifest the love of
the brethren, and partake themselves of the
blessedness of such communion. This special
love of saints refuses to be confined within the
bounds of sect or party, or to be limited by
earthly relationships of kindred or place. It
flows out toward all who bear the image of God,
and who belong to the redeemed family. By
our love to the brethren, the evidence grows

* Phil. 1. 27,
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clearer and clearer that we are ourselves
children of God. This, too, is the grand proof
that attests our Christianity to the world. By
this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one toward another.”*
And through this likewise our spiritual conso-
lation abounds, and we attain to a deeper ac-
quaintance with the mysteries of the Gospel.
“ That their hearts might be comforted, being
knit together in love, and unto all riches of the
full assurance of understanding, to the ac-
knowledgement of the mystery of God, and of
the Father, and of Christ.”t

5. The communion of saints is maintained
in acts of joint spiritual worship. The public
services of the sanctuary, and those of the
prayer meeting, are greatly valued, not only as
ordained means of communion with Grod,but also
as ordinancesin which saints have fellowship with
one another at the throne of grace; and not in
these alone, but when hindered from coming
together to any local meeting-place, and even
when widely separated by distance, we have
communion one with the other. In wunited
prayers and praises, we come to our Father’s
throne, and receive blessings that are mutually
needed, in answer to the prayers of the brother-

* John xiil. 24, + Col. 1. 2.
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hood of faith. Thisis often the realized support
and joy of the communion of believers on
earth.  Separated as they are at times in the
world—not having seen one another in the
flesh, or parted so that they meet not here again,
—by mutual intercessory prayer they may meet
daily in the presence-chamber, and be made
conscious of receiving blessings in work and
trial, in life and death, In answer to prayer.

6. The fellowship of saints is enjoyed when
they are engaged in common work and conflict.
Few things there are that unite human hearts
in stronger and tenderer affection than labour in
a work of importance and common interest.
The mutual aid that we receive from others
sharing in our trials—the interest taken in the
progress of the work—in the difficulties over-
come, or that are yet to be surmounted, and in
the prospect of its completion—all these go to
strengthen the bonds of attachment, and to
furnish motives for renewed activity and perse-
verance in labour. If this is felt in relation to
work that only concerns this present world, and
its transitory interests, much more is it realized
in joint labour in works that respect human sal-
vation, and the advancement of God’s glory
and the Redeemer’s kingdom in the carth.
When engaged in such works, not only are wo
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¢ co-workers with God,” and with holy beings
in a higher sphere—angels and the spirits of
just men made perfect—but our capacity for
sustained labour is increased, and our happiness
1s augmented. When the Apostle Paul offers
to one of the primitive Churches the highest
commendation of a minister—Epaphroditus—it
1s in these works—¢ My brother, and fellow-
labourer, and fellow-soldier,”*—the epithets
rising in intensity, each indicating the closest
fellowship and strongest attachment. He is
not only regarded with affection as a brother,
but a colleague in toil, and a companion in
arms, one who stood by him in scenes of con-
flict and danger. = This communion of saints
in the work of Christ is the subject of devout
thanksgiving and praise. The apostle gives
thanks to God “ on every remembrance” of the
Philippian Church, “ on account of their fellow-
ship” in regard to “ the Gospel.”f  This fel-
lowship is more than participation in the
privileges of the Gospel. Nor does it only
mean community of interest, or entire accord.
Rather it denotes sympathy and co-operation
in all that belongs to the defence and propaga-
tion of the Gospel. Such fellowship in arduous

N * Philippians 11, 25,
+ Philippians 1. 5,—So the original words may be pro-
perly rendered.
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and honourable labour has often gladdencd the
hearts of ministers, when members of their
flocks, male and female, have willingly aided
themn in performing the Lord’s work.  This,
too, has sustained the missionaries of the Cross
in their conflict with darkness and idolatry,
and in labouring for the world’s conversion.
And often, in the last utterances of the dying
testimonies of the martyrs of Christ, emphatic
and grateful mention has been made of the
privilege of communion in work and suffering
with fellow-confessors.*

7. The spiritual communion of the family of
God 1s manifested in sharing with one another
all good things that they may possess, and in

sympathy and mutual help admonistered i evil

* When Dr Carey went out to India, on his mission to
the heathen, Fuller and the brethren who remained at
home pledged their support in his arduous undertaking
in these terms—‘¢ When you go down to the deep well,
we will hold the rope to keep you from sinking, or to
draw you out when in danger.” In the close of the last
testimony of the youthful martyr, Renwick—the parting
from earth, and the welcome to heaven, are in these
words-~*“Farewell, - beloved sufferers of the Lamb.
Farewell, sweet socicties and desirable general meetings.
Farewell, night wanderings for Christ and all sublunary
things. Farewell, conflict with a body of sin and
dcath. Welcome, scaffolds, for precious Christ! Wel-
come, heavenly Jerusalem! Welcome, innumerable
company of angels!  Welcome, crown of glory ! Wel.
come, above all, O Thou blessed Trinity and one God !
O Kternal One, I commit my soul into Thy eternal rest.”

spiritual Support and Consolation in Diflicult Times
I‘Jctters of the Rev. James Renwick),” p. 50.
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things—in wants, afflictions, temptations, and
conflicts.  'We bear each other’s burdens, and
willingly communicate to the necessities of
brethren. The primitive Christians, after the
Pentecostal shower of the Spirit, called nothing
that they had their own, but “ had all things
common.” So we, having received all that we
have from Christ for the advancement of His
glory, should willingly recognize the claims of
the members of His mystical body to share in
all that He has given us.  Of earthly goods
which we possess, we are only stewards to a
sbvereign Master.  As exemplifying His rich
overflowing benevolence, we should be ever
ready to communicate to the necessitous, and we
should esteem it an honour and privilege to be
almoners of His bounty to the least of His
brethren. <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>