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LECTURE.
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[ & work of no common order which lately came into my hands,
otitled “ Tuz Cuunistian Live,” the suthor refors his purposo to
attempt a development of character as formed upon the Bible, to a
remark of Professor M'Dongall on “Tho extensive diffusion of the
idea that evangelical religion, in ita strict pcrsonal form, comports
ill with solidity and compactness of intellect;” and his own oﬁer-
vation of the *prevalence of this idea in certain departments of
literature.” It cannot fail to have como under the obsorvation of
porsons reasonably conversant with life and character, that theroare
mixed up with thc mass of society, to say the least, a few who are
disposod to claim for themselves a greater measure of intellectual
superiority and cultivation, who are not ashamed to exhibit their
claims detached from Christianity, and affect to look down with
contempt or pity upon those who have placed their necks under the
yoke of Christ, and are pleased with hia Eurdau. When Chestorfleld
was in Franco, a lady of rank took the liberty of asking him how tho
Parliament of England, composed of the most talented and culti-
vated men of the land, could tolerate such an absurdity as Chris-
liapity. 1lis reply was to this cffect, that he had no doubt they
wero fully prepared to sot it aside, but they had not as yet been
able to discover any thing botter to substitute in its room. The
witty infidel perliaps said more than he intended. It is sufficient to
stultify the mocker, that his superior sagacity has never been able
to furnish any thing suporior to the teachings of the Book, whese
foolishness excitea Lis scorn.
We are disposed to take higher ground than that the earnest, the
resolute, and the believing study afgtha Bible, is compatiblo withthe
ion of & vigorous and cultivated understanding; and to use
the words of Thomas [DeQuincy, as quoted by Bayne, “ My faith is,
that though & %'eat mnn may, by a mere poasibility, be an infidel,
an intellect of the highest order must build upon Christianity ;" and
that there is no department of etudy so weil adapted to the growth
and maturity of the uederstanding as Biblical study. The man of
patural powers, say, if you will, not mercly moderate, but below
mediocrity, shall be raised, by the study of the i:-- ., to a position
of respectability among hia fellows, and display .. penetration and
grasp, in some instances, calling forth surprise, 'The maaculine
sense, and elevated independence, of the unlearned and ignorant
hpnatjlen. are ascribed by their pemsecutors to their having been
with Jesns,



Aware of the vingulnr incousistencies that are observalble in .
character of man, 1t can acarcely be comsidered an argnment in
lwvonr of the Scriptures, that snch men sa Nowton aud Locke,
Milton and Young, Chalni-rs and 1lall, were Christians, 1t aerely
proves that mental superiority, and n belief of the supernutural ongin
ol the Scriptures, may cooxist, nnd so silence the insane and atfected
wsumption, that weakuesa nnd ignorance alone ran bow to the
lavery ol Biblieal priesteraft. 1ut there aro other nxsocintions
thnl are not so easily disposed of, igvolving necessarily the improving
nnd elevating influcnee of Bible truth, The faet of the union of
Christinnity and civilization, is too patent to be questioned ; bat
conscious or latent infldelity would nrge, that Christinnity hias Leen
grafied upon civilization. To admit that it is the fruit of Uhristianity,
would be to concedeita highly intcllectual basement, anid ultimately
it Divine origin.  Accordingly, when missions to the henthen were
first projected, the wisdom of this world would snoer the proposnl
out of existence, Folly! what could the Bible do among savages?
¢lergyinen were amongst those who ridiculed the propowl to proceed
immedintely to christianize the aavage. Civilizethem fimt | teach
them science, the arts of orderly life, and then prench to them,
Those who suggested such a scheme, do not secin to have been
nwire that they were hearing testimony to the exalted chararter of
the teachings of the Bible, when they insinuated that they were too
broad for the p of the uncultivated mind of a heathen population,
But the Missionary advanced ; and there are few now,—none whose
Iaring does not exceed their discretion,—who would not ndmit that
the Bible Is tho most efficient instrument of civilization ; and that
adapting itself to the lowest prade of information, it forms and cle-
votes and matures the intellect, Iutrodice the Bible wheie you wiil,
and its might nnd mastery are soon felt. Tho head and hands of
Dagon arc broken off before it; and there s no other alternative
—it must be expelled or rule. Very carly after the promulgation
of Christ crucified, men begun to feel that by thoe instrumentadity
of men who held no weapon bnt the Bible, the world was being
tarned upside down ; and very soon, the cmperors, the sennior,
tho priests, of old Rome, awoke from their slumbers ol sceurity,
nnd wero confounded, when, looking abroad from the summits of
their seven hills, they saw wing after wing of their gorgeous estab-
lishment tumbling to the ground, and ﬁﬁt tho carthquake shock
produced by their fall.  And yet there is no imposing foree brought

ainst them. A few poor, ignorant, unpatronised men, hold in
their hand the eonquering sword of the Spirit. It is probable that
the insurrection of the Hindoos, which has bathed t]l.:l.‘il.‘ Plains in
hlood, and filled Britain's land with sorrow, hal ita orign in no
affected apprehension that there was a design to make them Chris.
tiane by force. Misaionarics were increasing in number, and
extending their operations.  The whole administrative foree of the
Liovernment was in tavone of the Jlindoo superstition,  Put they



st hnve began Lo feel the grase of a strong band, in which they
woere powerless 3 and ignorant ¢, the pressire of God's handl, they
conld furnish no othee explanation ot the tendency to fall Lefore
the God of the Christian . und accordingly rofer the oppressive power
to their ritderms, and henrken to the merest abstraction that might
nppear to impdicate the * powe=s that be” in a design to overthrow
their religion,

The conneetion Letween the spremd of the Bille and n nation's
mivaneeent in every thing that implies intellectunl impmvﬂmunt
and presperity, in too constant and uniform to be ascribed to an
necident, 1t would be a prodigsl wasto of time to compare tho
condition of Christinn and lieathen lands.  Tut to make it manifest
thnt it is not nominsl Christinnity, but the Bible, that is connected
with the difference in intellectual and social position, wo compare
Chrintinn nations with reference to that instrument,

Thercare only two countiiea in the world in which the Bible
may bo said to be an open book—DBritain and tho United Ntates ;
and the intellectunl auperiority of thess countries is unquestionable.
In thewe there is no department of science and art that is not cul-
tivatwl; and the Luman mind is roused to an activity and expan-
sivencss of oporation, that procinim tho futters broken which bind
down the encrgies of man, Other laods can furnish inen of great
cminence in particulur spheres; but these can produce their giants
of every complexion of literary attaivment. Other lands borrow or
buy our knowledge and our men. There are excepted spots in
both countries, thint serve to establish the connection between the
wspread of Biblieal knowledge and progression; ond to shew that the
former in not the consequent hut the precursor and suro pledge of
intellectual, and consequontly of nocial eminonce, Witncss the South
und West of 1reland, and the Nouthern States of the North American
("nion, Tlicse countrics lag far behind, or detoriorate, in which the
Bible is cither partially or wholly a proscribed book—permitted only
to speak what may Lo ngrecable to the priest or slavoholder to hear.
Nothing ean save thein but the removal of every restriction, that
the Word of the Lord mnay have froe courso; when even these
shall evinee the elusticity of the human mind, when subjeeted to
proper trnining, nnd the Word shall be gloritied in the reactionary
movement, ‘The Celt shall no longer be a byword, and Ethiopia
shall stretch forth her handa.

Bat I shall attemnpt to show that the consequence of tho study of
the Bible must bo tho promotion of tho versatility, the expansion,
and the elecation of the huinan mind.

lIIrl. Biblical study is aduptod to promote versatility of intollectual
citort,

It ia & inatter of comnon observation that the exclusive applica-
tion of the mind to one subject has the effect of ultimately inducing
wn incapability of direcling its encrgics to other departmenta of
ingniry,  Familiarity prodnees ease nanplimtinn: and the thoughts
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nlmosl spontanconsty turn in that direction in which they ean run
with most facility, and consequently roost satisfaction, A full fund
of amusement is accordingly supplied, by marking how invariably
somo men, in conversation, continue to introduce the topic with
which they are most converaant, and tlie uneasincss they manifest
when bound up to the examination of lopics new to them, It is
hard to say whether the reluctance to put forth a new cffort is in
soine cases the parent or the child of innbility ; Lut I presume the
general opinion will be in favour of thoe latter.

Ao apt illustration of the effect upon the mind of being aceus-
tomed to diversified or restricted exercise, will be found frum a
comparison of tho natives of Europe nud America, who lave Leen
reared in external circumstances nearly similar. Tho established
division of labour in the Old world shuts up an individusl to one
occupation. There you find the mere farmer, the mere mechanic,
tho mere scholar, who is lost when he is removed bevond the cir-
cumference of his own circle. In & new country, nccessity lays tho
inhabitants under an obligation to turn their attention to an endless
varicty of employments. The farmer who lias spent the day driving
his team, may be found in the evening making a pair of shoes for
his wife—occupying a wet time in the construction of a plough or
«n ox-yoke. You need .iot, therefore, be surprised to find bim
Isrepared to meet his friend in a mercantile speculation—pleading
1", neighbor's cause in a courty, and mounting the rostrum on the
Sabbath, preaching no contemptible sermon to his fellows. The
mind js trained to adapt itself to matters cndleasly diversified, and
nothing is presented with which it is not prepared to grapple.

The cramping effoct of the habits of the Uld world is counteracted,
and the veraatiﬁt.y of the New is regulated and improved by the
study of the I}ible, There in scarcely a subject that is fitted to call
the mind into healthy exercise, that is not introduced. There we
are led into the study of history, biography, and the manners and
customs of different times and lands ; political economy ; poetry of
the very fimt order is furnished to us ; human character is exhibited
under aspects and circumstances of every varicty ; prophecy aidsus
to gaze with interest, heightened by cariosity, into future years;
while the reasoning powers are fully taxcd in pursuing arguments
adapted to furnish worthy exercise for the strongest. 'The lover of
eloquence finds there the savoury meat which he craves; and the
imaginative meets with pictures that may satiate the most extrava-
gant fancy, All these things are so atrangcly blended, that over
those who aro devoted to the study of the Bible, it throws a spell
thut cannot be broken. Whatever delight the pages of Gibbon or
Macaulay, of Stewart or Butler, of Smith or M'Cullough, may afford
to the students of history, metaphysics, or political cconomy, the
mind is wearied by being kept in full tension, and requires repose ;
while the Dible, by its abrupt transitions, :fiords the relief which
the mind craves, the object, the gloriaus object of the whole never
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[ost sight of, nor the unity of the composition rudely broken. The
startling anccedote, the bewitching episode. introducing us into the
domestic circle or climnber of seeret counsel, arrest the attention of
childhood, and draws it onward to the examination of facts and
principles and rules worthy of application when gray hairs proclaim
the decline of life. If I were asked what trnining is best caleulated
to prepare the mind for entering on any such studies as are to fit
the man for future uscfulness with personal enjoyment, I would say,
the study of the Bible ; and persevernnce in the study will be found
stibservient to direction and success in any legitimate department,
by the very discipline to which it subjecta.

I cannot pretend to illustrate the foregoing view by entering into
details. Take two specitnens of reasoning. We assume that the
argument ia corvect and conclusive. To study the Bible, the cor-
rectness of its positions must cver bo regarded as settled. And the
careful student, with whatever misgivings he enters upon his task,
never fails to reach inspiring confidence. The unbeliever or the
doubter ie like Hume, who ia reported to have acknowledged that
he never read the New Testament through with care. These exam-
ples, which I propose to introduce, are brought forward because, as
the connection between the premiscs end eonclusion is not obvious,
they furnish materials for tho exercise of the reasoning powers. Nor
is it my intention to analyze the arguments for the purpose of illustra-
ting their conclusivencss, but simply to exhibit them. (1) In Romans
iv.,, Paul represents David as describing the blessedness of the man
to whom God imputeth righteousness without works, ..  quotes
the first and second verses of the 32d Psalm in confirmatiun of his
appeal.  But in these verses the Psalmist expresses nothing but the
blessedness of the forgivencss of sins, of the covering of transgression,
and the non-imputation of iniquity. The imputation of righteous-
ness, of rightcousness without works, is not once mentioned —not
even righteousncss either with or without works., Yet the Apostle
50 clearly apprehends the connection between what is expressed
and the imputation of r?htcoumm without works, that he uneqni-
vocally representa David as describing it. The investigation of the
argument shall nuppl{': lesson in logio as good as any found in

atts or Whately. o statement is approached with the greateet
satisfaction, because we are not to inquire whether the reasoning
be or bad, but to trace the connection between the premises
and the conclusion in an argument known to be Igood The attempt
of the infide] to invalidate the conclusiveness of the argument, may
help to deliver him from his doubts of the origination of the reason-
ing with Him that cannot err,

e next specimen is found in the disconrsea of our Lord. He
charges the Pharisees and Scribes with proving themsclves partakers
with their fathers in the blood of the prophets, But ho basea the
proofl of the indictment upon acts to wﬂic » 1 do not hesitate to say,
no wan not led by the Spirit of Christ, wonld have appealed. It 1s
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commwonly regorded as a favourable indication of the revival of the
spint of L{e confessors and martyrs of other days, that the places
of their interment are sought out, their spirit aml principles
applauded, and that Old Mortality is not saticfied with chisclling
out anew the time-cflnced inscriptions on their tombs, but erects
tombs and monuments, at great expense, and without number, to
consecrate the spots where they fell, or where their dust still
reposes.  OQf a siinilar circwmstance our Lord takes hold. Matthew
xaii. 20: “Woo unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites,
because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and gurnish the sepul-
chres of the rightcous, nnd say, if we had been in the days of our
fathers wo would not have been partakers with them in the blood
of the prophets,” Luke xi. 48: “Truly ye bear witness that ye
allow the deeds of your futhers : for they indeed killed them, and
yc build their sepulchres,” This is a startling conelusion; and the
more startling, that in the first blush of the premises, we are utterly
unprepared for it. Dut it must be just; lllj‘ it will prove a guod
intcllectual exercise to discover the conneeting link.

Take two examples of addresses to the imagination.  One involves
as bold an image as was ever presented to meet the eraving of the
excited fancy, The despolic Einrr' of Babylon smote the people in
wrath with a continual stroke He ruled the nations in anger; but
he also must come to his end. Tho cffect of his overthrow is to
diffuse rest and joy. Death and desolation have a respite. The
whole earth is at rest, and is quict. They break forth into singing,
“ The fir-trees rejoice, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, Since thou
art laid down, no feller is come up against us.” But there is yet
snother picture, so grand, so awful, that in the contemplation of it,
8 thrill of horror passes through tho frame. The repose of the dead
is disturbed. Tho multitudes of rulers and people who fell nnder
his oppressing hand rush in one tumultuous throng to hail his
approach, and to utter their trinmphant scorn of his insnne assump-
tion and real weakuoess. An unwelcome recognition is that of the
proud king by thoso whom ho had crushed nnd slaughtered, Tho
apprehension of the snlitarﬁ Baptist, whom hc had unjustly belieaded,
rising from the dead, filled lerod with alarm,surrounded, as he was, by
the clements and instrunents of power., Is there,then,an imagiuation
so vigorous as to realize the horror of a king once—a king no more—
around whom his untold victims congregate in all the frenzy of
anticipated vengeance? A few words uttered under Divine direction
arc sulficiont to delincate tho overwhelming horrors of such a mcet-
ing. *1lell from beneath is moved for thee, to meet thee at thy
coming ; it atirreth up the dead for thee, all the chief ones of the
earth ; it has raised up from their thronea all the kings of the nations,
All they shall speak, and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak
as wel Art thou becomelikountoue? Thy pomp is brought down
to the grave, and the noise of thy viols. The worm is apread under
thee, and the worins cover thea, 1Iow art thou fallen from heaven,
() Lucifer! =son of the morning.”
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The idolatrous king of Isiacl likes nct to hiecar the truth—Dbrooks
not & master, and surrounds himee! ~ith hundreds of proplets,
whose lips are fonmed only to we.1  peace and adulation, But
Ahab must sce and feel himsaclf ¢. ..oped with the clements of
n power, against which he is no nore able to contend than the
fenther against the hurricane that rends the mountains, And
Micaiah, whom lie hated, whom he doomed to bread and water of
affliction, shall introduce him to a panorama, in the midst of which
his own likencas is drawn, consigned by a Divine fint to the sport
of spirits fallen from their high estate. The colouring is too vivid,
for Alinb to repose when the images have faded away from
his imagination. 1le sees that sight till the delineation puts on the
character of a dread reality, e affects to disregard the prophet’s
painting ; but he will go disguised into the battle. What did he
scc as ho went out? what, entering the fleld of bloody strife, anl
all the while he awaited the result of the dendly struggle? What
Micainh saw, and delincated too faithfully not to leave an indelible
impression. Ho may shut his ¢yes; but he sees that. [lo opena
themn upon the combatants; but agnse is not a match for imagina-
tion. He still seces what Micaiah saw. \What was that 1 Somsﬁl ng
to rouse and regulate the imagination, beyond anything that Homer
or Virgil, Scott or Byron, ever wrote. it is a magnificent picture.
“ Isaw the Lord sitsing on his throne, and all the host of heaven
standing by him, on his right hand and on his left.  And the Lord
said, Who shall persuado Alab, that he may go wp and fall at
Ramoth-Gilead # And one aaid on this manncr, and another raid
on thai manner. And there came forth a spirit, and stood before
the Lord, and said, I will persuade him. And the Lord said nnta
him, Wherewith ! And he said, I will go forth, and [ will be a
lying spirit in the nwouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou
shalt persuade him, and prevail nlso : go forth and do so.”

The world, which God Ea.a formed, has ita Arabias, and its Saliarag,
and its Shamoe. They are traversed not without interest. They
are crossed for the sake of the fertility L ; which they are snrrounded.
They have their oases aleo, and there is water beneath, which may
be brought up by digging. There is nothing, therefore, singular, in
that the other work of God—the Bib]e-—-—:ﬁmuld have its descrts
also. 1am not skilled to dig for water there. But shall I sy
nobody can do what I cannot do? In passing over the surface, the
oasis, the pleasant spot for rest and reposc, is obvions, I may point
out what is on the surface. Wc turn to the first book of Chronicles,
"There is there a largo desert extending over nearly twelve divisions
of the book; and as we draw to its termination, it clearly indicates
the near approach of a rich country, by the more frequent recurrence
of patches of rich vegetation. \vhen we trnce the formidablo array
of unpronsuncable naines, we are rcady to say, the production of
Divine wisdom could liave dispenscd with this scetion.  Nol an fast.

We chall find refreshing apots curicus awl u-eful. Tn the Arst
2



chapter, there is an indication of the tine of the distribution of the
carth, interesting t. the historian and antiquary. The second chap-
ter furnishes us vwiih & lessor on the subject of Isruclitish slavery.
The Bible is often appealed to in behalf of our Sonthern neighbours.
‘We do not deny the existenco of slavery among the covenant peoplo
of God, Let the slavcholder make his best of the adiission, f[ﬂ
must admit that the slavery which the Bible owna is not incompati-
ble with the reception of a slave for a son-in-law. [ presumo the
man who gives lue daughter to a slave, would not nfterwards tread
on his daughter's affections, and sell her busband.  # Sheshan had
a servant, an ptian, whose name was Jarha ; and She<han gave
his daugliter to Jarha his servant to wife,” Tlie snme clLiapter sup-

lies information that certain lamilics wero specially devoted to
iterary pursuits, The familics of the scribes dwelt at Jabez. Also from
the fourth chapter, it appears that ceriain mere servilo occupations
wera fixed in the lino DF families. Accordingly, there is reference to
he familics of tho houtes of them that wronght in fine linen; to the
potters and pardeners, who cultivated their several trades in their
familics. (' ¢ placo of rest from the fourth chapter. “Jabez was
more Lhonoui.blo than his bretliren ; and Jabez called on the God
of Isracl, saying, O that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge
my coast ; and that thine hand might be with me; and that thou
wouldest keep me from evil, ihat it may not griove me.  And God
granted him that which be requeated.” It would be worth while
to traverse a wide desert to find the residence of a man breathing
0 fervent a spirit of picty and devotion.

It is not tho object of the Bible to teac us the manners and
habits of a people, and such allusions are just what we might expect ;
but they furnish detinite information, and shew us that there is loss
in passing over the least promising parts of the Divine word.

2. From this imperfect displav of the variety which the Serip-
turc presents, we pase to examine its adaptation to promeote tho
expansion of tho human mind.

here is an clasticity in the mind of man, by which it udapts itself
to subjects that sro cmployed to call it into cxereisc. o best
natural talents would be dwarfed by continucus application to trifles.
Who cever heard of & bufoon and showmnan rising to eminenee ?
Whatever may be the natural endowments of the farmer or the
mechanie, if the operative part of his profession, ordered by custom
or tho example of others, exclusively occupics s attention, he is
little elevated above the clod Lie tarns, or the titnber or the metal
which ho works ; and his capabilitice are so completely obscured,
that their existence is scarccly recogmised ; while a Hugh Miller
may be a hard-working stone-cutter, and Ly devotion to subjects
which afford active cxercise to the mind, and supply incentivea to
veach forward, forward still, acquircs a world-wide renown, and
lcaves an impression on his age. Wilberforce promised in the early
part of his carcer to risc nuaEighl:r than the fashionable and fasei-



nating jester, Gill that revolution in his charaeter, which brought
him into constant coutact with the Bille, changed his dEHtiII}', and
placed hin naine among the names of the great men of England, and
inscribed it upon the vommemorative tablet of vocial advancement,
And well is that bouk fitted to improve, enlarge, and regulate the
mind that is enst into its mould. 1 pass over the by no means
unimportant circumstance, that it Jircets the attention to the works
of creation in their varicty and magnitude—that it represents tho
man, who excelled in wisdom by a special Lleasing from the Lord,
us 8 distinguished poet, an investigator of the different departmenta
of vegetuble und animated nature, and an importer of the rare, the
curious, the beautiful of beasts and birds, as well a8 of precious
metals and stoucs, while I would fix your thoughts on the govern-
ment of God as a subject of study well fitted to develop the powers
of the most vigorous intellect, by calling forth existing cuergies,
and eliciting renewed and increased exercise.

The first thought that presents .tsclf, is the universality of the
Divine %'ovcrnmunt. This alone is an overwheling thought—
universul and unrestricted power constantly put forth. In the words
of inspiration, * 1le docth according to his pleasure in the armies of
heaven and among the inkabitants of this world.” None can stay
his hand, or challenge his will, or right, or wisdom. Nothing can
exceed the impressiveness of the manner in which the power of God
is exbibited. llc speaks, and it is done—Ho commands, and it
stands fust.  He wills, and the object is accompliehed. DBut this is
not the only aspect of the Divine government that the Dille calls
us to contemplate, admire, and study. It ig, if possible, still more
captivating to think that this expansionof Divine power is connected
with the most exact. attention to details. Individuals in heaven and
on cirth are not less under the Divine notice, dependent upon the
Diviue care, than if they were the sole vbjects of the Divine cogni-
zance. Tho acts, and the words, and the thonghts, are all subject
to the controul of the Highest Lord. This was the knowledge the
RRoyal Paalmist confessed to be too high for him, and to which he could
not attain. The obscure and neglected by man nre not overlooked
of God. The poverty-stricken widow ehall feed Elijah many days
out of n handful of meal and a little oil, because God commanls it ;
and another's cruiso shall not cense to furnish oil until her creditors
are satistied, and her sons liberated from undeserved chains, The
Bible carries out our views still farther, The beaat, the bird, the rep-
tile, arc a part of his subjects, over which ho exercises a direet con-
troul. Nothing can be prescnted to us less deserving of regard than
the movements of the worm. Has God auy thing to do with this f
Is it not entircly fortuitous] Ieot us Lhear. To Eﬁeltur Jonah from
the beat, God caused a gourd to spring up hastily : a worm however
smote that gourd, and it withered. No accideut at all—God pre-
rm‘ed that wormn. A sparrow cannot fall te the ground without our

‘nther, and the hairs of our hiead re all numbered.  Under such



12
2

tenchings we are brought of neceasity to recognize the constant
pregence of God, and to sny * Whither shall 1 go from thy spirit or
tlee from thy presence ”  An object worthy of nll observance is ever
present to the instructed eve, and when littlo things are presented
to the mind thev are viewed as the minutc parts of a great whole,
to which they must be referred. They are seen as we would exa-
mine o drop of water, with the oceun composwl of drops Lefore us,
or & particlo of dust, while we stand upon the earth of which it is a
vonstitnent part,

Cir:umstances endlessly diversified, and events unnumbered, all,
all, without any visible or demonstrable bond of connexion, we nre
taught to view aa co-operating immediately or remotely to one ul-
timate issue—important to individuals, to nations, to the most
magnificent of the world’s rulers. \What an astonishing display
Jdoes the Book of Esther furnish of the combination of many occur-
rences, apparently fortunitous and completely dissociated. The world
s full up ﬁmky coincidences, lmpm;clmncen, unfortunato accidents,
'The trilors in the meantimo, unobservant, unreflecting, sport thein-
selves in indolence and socurity, The Bible student meets with no
bad luck or lucky chances. 1fe may not be able to acconnt for every
ocenrrence that may come under his observation, or explain the
connexion of snch occurrences with one another or with one end,
but because he knows the existence of such connexion, passing
events furnish materiala for mental cxercise and for observation,
'The Jews, acattered over the one hundred and twenty seven provinees
of Ahasucrus' elpire, mnust not perish by the hands of malignant am-
bition. Yct the decree has gono forth according to the lnwe of the
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed. There is no other
miracle interposed than that which is of constant recurrence, ac-
cording to the ordinary processes of the Divine government. Let
us look at the circumstances that entor into combination to securo
the object, Alinsucrus makes a fenst for his nobles and gets drunk,
In his frenzy he orders the Queen into his presence, to exhibit her
beauty before his friends,  She refuses, A polished courtier, ready
to minister to the vilest passions of an excited master, proposcs her
Jismissal and a seloction for the throne of Vashiti from the beautica
of the empire. Esther, the Jewess, is brought before the king, and
by a lucky chance obtaina the preference of the capricious monarch,
and becomes Qucen of Persia, Haman, by whose instrumentality
the decree against the Jews in procured, with true heatlien supersti-
tion, must have the decreo exccuted »n s day of good omen. Iie
vnsts lots from duy to day, but, mnost 1situnately, Ea did not find a
dny to his mind except ono which allowed nearly twelve months to
elapsc between the promulgation and the execution of the decree
to destroy. Thus ampio time was left to devise measures, if mea-
sures mny be devised, to deliver his victims. Bigthana and Terest,
two of the king's chainberlains, conspired against tho life of Aba-
suerns : Mordocai happens to find it out, and dircovers the traitors;
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and the event s recorded in the ehvonicles of the kingdom.  One
night the king Ahasuerus could not slecp, and as good luck would
have it he ealls for the chronicles of the kingdom to be read, aml
hetter still the place happened to be that which recorded Morde-
cai'n fidelity ; and better yet, this was just the night hefore Euther
wis to present her petition in favor of her people. Here are cir-
cinnstances—the king's drunkenness, lHaman's lot, Mordeeai’s disco-
very of a treasonable plot, the king's wakelulness, the king’s choice
of amusement—circumstances having no more apparcnt connexion
with one another or with nny given results, than my lecture and the
Sepoy mutiny ; yet so cmngined in the deliverance of the Jews,
that no hwman being could tell how the end could have been se-
cured independently of any one of them, or devise any other com-
Lination that, without a deviation from the ordinary operations of
I'rovidence, wonld have led to the same resulta,

There is yot another aspect of the Divine administration, pre-
sented in the Book, that furnishes materinls for extending the opera.
tions of the human judgment. Schemes which are devised to defeat
the Divine counsels form a part of the machinery by which those
counstls are wrought out.

In this we recognize the absolute masterslip, the unerring wisdom
and the slecpless Providence of the Divine administration, which
cannnt be traced as they are delineated in the sacred record, without
the realization of an exhilirating and aa invigorating influcnce exer-
cised over the inner man.,  The enemies of God pursue their work
without interruption: they proudly step forward, and exultingly
anticipatc the issue: their hand is put forth to seize the object of
their purenit. He that sits in heaven smiles derisively ; another
Land touches them. They turn to learn the cause of interference.
Their schemes are defeated, and their hopes arc blaasted ; their con-
sternation is complete ; they discover that they have Leen laboring
for their own discomfiture. Joseph’s dreams clearly indicate his
future pre-eminence in his father's hause. J1is expectations must be
disappointed. Hs is sold into Egypt, and they a?mll see what will
become of his dreams. They shall see. Through the slavery to
which he is doomed, he monnts to the second plnce in the land of
the Pharaohs, He must fall under his master’s displensure, and be
Pinced in irons, that he may be delivered from his master’s hand :
10 must be forgotten by the butler, that he may be delivered from
prison—not by the influence of a subordinate, not Ly the special
grace of the sovercign, but to meet the hard necessities of soveraignty,
and that the hand of God alono may be seen in his advancement.
There must be famine in Cnnaan, and Joseph's brethren must come
down to reccive bread at Joseph’s hands, All his drcams are al-
ready accomplished beforo they awake from the security in which
they had indulged that thay should hear of him no more.

"The Lord of life muat be betrnyed and murdered. Now the Jews
shall keep their place and nation ; the peoplo shall no longer be
deludded by his seduetive eloguence, and astounding miracles : tha
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old tenchers shall recover and retain their ascendancy,  Care musi
be taken that no Hetitious rumnour of n resurrection shall mar the
effect of this victory over innocence: the sepulchre shall by sealed
and guarded till the eventful time shall have pussed.  The enciies
of Christ slecp in peace. Their guard shall enrly aroune them from
their slumbers—the anwelcome, the impartinl, the first witnesses of
the triumph of the Lord over I’riests, over Pharisees, over Romans—
over death itself.  Soon these skilful plotters, these wild fools, shall
learn that they hnd done—done what! ,What the hand and counscl
of God had determined before to be done—3\Vhat Christ came to do:
operatiug all the while to expedite that glorious supremacy which
comprehends their own subjection and that of all besides,  Dut

3. The Bible supplies the means of eLBvATING a8 well uy of erpun-
ding the intellect,

Often has it been reiterated that wo arce the ereatures of circum-
stancos. To a certain extent it is true, e are subjected to o
thousand influences that warp the judgment, modify tho affections,
form the habits, and mould the whole character—the man; and
thero is not found, in the wide rangoe of terrestrial observation, tho
means of emancipation from these immfluences. The individuality of
the man is hardly recognizable ; he is a particle of tho mass of hu-
ranity, and a ﬁﬂniuipnnt of its form and affections—carthly, sensual,
devilish, The Bible alone presents objects which,once onruhnndml,
set the mind free, and exhibit it n ita constitutional cxercisc;
putting forth ita mighty cncrgics, and discriminating between the
things that arc oxcellent and honourable, and those that have ac-
guired mmerely an adventitious importanca,

Lifo and immortality are brought to light by tho gospel. What
oye hath not secn, nor ear hea:f nor the heart of man conceived,
God has revenled to us by his Spirit.  And there is yet o glory to
be revealed; Lut the language of man does not supply terms to
deelaro it ; and there is an allusion to every thing that 18 estecmed
among men, to foreshadow its character and attractivencss. We
don't know what we shall be.

The man who has been brought under the commanding appre-
Lensions of cternal glorics, and Las learned that temporal cxistence
is but a moment oPhia being, and realizes that the things of carth
arc a8 flecting as the shadows of a sunmesr cloud, is raiscd above
the influences which distort and debasc the life that now is. Povert
puts on robes of splendour, and takes its stand side by side with
wealth, The wighty ditferences that otherwise exercise such con-
troul over man's %ﬂﬁlmga and pursuits, fade into nothingness. Mean
mon aro vanity, and great men arc a lie, Which is to have the
preferenced  Vanity or o lie?

There aro two aspects of poverty that cannot bo contemplated
withont melancholy. One poor man—no not a man—a being in
human shape, knowing nothing better than food and rniment,
licking, liko the ox or the dog, tie hand that supplies meat nud
diink, Another bows hix head nnd goes heavily, ashamed of Lis
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destitation. Do we disco - hero the men in whom the word of
tiod dwells richly?  No, . Fhicse are of the carth, and carthy.
I'overty necessarily degrad.oy ! Poverty a disgrace! Christ had not
where to lny his head. Le became poor. The joy that was set beforo
him supplics the explanation of the enso with which he wore the
gnrments of poverty,and endured otherills. 1fc was not degraded nor
ashamed. Moscs loet his relish for the pleasures of sin and for the
trensures of Egypt, and choso the ailliction and reproach of the peopleo
of God, 20 soon as he had learned to fix hiscye upon the recompense
of reward. Paul waa prepared to proclaim tho aflliction of the present
time na not worthy to be compared with the glory hereafter to be re-
vealed, and therefore eubmitted cheerfully to the loss of all that ha
hiad onco necounted valuable.  Aud they are not to be numbered,
who have been subjocted to weariness and painfulness, to hunger und
thirst, to cold and nakedness, in anticipation of a better resurrec-
tion, Such men arc in no dnhFcr of seeking the increase of their
gains by any indiscretion, or of sacrificing their independenco for
what they might thus grasp. Abraham would not have it said that
the king of Sodom made lum rich. e did go forth for the deliver-
ance of Lot, and brought back the Eeu lo of Sodom; but it was
not for the sake of such rewards as tho in¥ of Sodem could give,

Thin enggests that the man who derives his views of humnn life
nnd human prospects from the Bible, is not purchasable by man.
Tt waa the doctrine of Ditt, that every mnan has his price. 1lc was
ignorant of the Bible—an infidel. ¢ dutics of his place the be-
liever in Seripturo will discharge; but moncy cannot procure hie
abandonment of tho course of uprightneas. The worldling cannot
uniderstand him. The Papal legate pronounced Luther an unreason-
able benst because tho Pope could not bribe him to change his course.
The prophet of Judnh, whom the [alse representations of a pretended
prnpﬁct afterwards sedoced, could notbe Fmva.iled on by Jerchoam’s
rewarda to turn aside from God’s counsel, "

Power loses its influence=—all the terrors of despotism are inca-
pable of turning him aside who secs the invisible One. A more
noble spectacle was never seen than Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nezo, braving the terrors of Nebuchadnezzar's fiery furnaco : “Qur
God is able to deliver, and ho will deliver us.  But if not, be it known
anto thee, O king, that wo will not servo thy geds nor worship tho
colden imago which thou hast set :r.“ What elsc than tho visions
of futurity sustained those who had trial of mockings, scourgings,
bonds, imprisonments, who wandercd about in sheep skins and goat
skingr, destitute, afflicted, tormented. Let society be leavened with
such ¢ and thefoundation is laid of that confidence, which gives the
charm to socinl connexion, dependence, and interconrse, Tho ruler
docs not fear to be sacrificed by popular whim or popular selfishness,
and the people’s jealousy of their rulers is neutralized. There ia no
danger of the ofticer being abandoned or massacred by his soldicrs,
nor 18 there cnuse of apprchension that tho officer may be prodigal
of the =gldier’s blood to secure his own fame or gain. The path in
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which the merchandize of the world is carried is smnuoothed. The
cords of affcction are sirengthened. Weo know tho men, their posi-
tion, and their purposo. To uso & current pliraso—wo know where
to find them,

The Bible supplica the meana of terminating the unseemly parti-
ean atrife that deranges the social machinery, and casts a gloom
over all lands into which it has found an entrance. Earthly glory
pales before the glory that is scen by faith, Elovated social position
18 not affectod. There is something truly noble in the simplicity of
the widow's reply to Elisha, who would speak for her to the king,
or to the captain of the host, in recompenso of the kindness she had
shewn him—*“ 1 dwell among mine own people.” The man whose
convarsation is in heaven, is not ignorant of the importauce of an
elevatod poeition, nor of its burdens; neither is he ignorant of its
responsibilities, 1le knows that the rulor is God's minister. The
burden he will bear, the responsibility meet, that he may act in
subserviency to the intcrests of the members of society. DBut as for
any honour that is separable from a constant and faithful discharge
of the duties of his place—an honour borrowed from position—the
glory that is to be revealed eclipses it. The olive tree is tco happy
1n its fatness, by which Ged and man is served—the fig tree is too
fond of its sweetness and good frmit—the vino will not leavo its
wine, that cheers the heart of God and man, to seek to be promoted
over the trees. It remains for the bramble, in ita condescension, to
ask the trees to put their trust in its shadow ; and even the bramblo
will wait to be nsked to rule.

Bear with one thought more. Eavy, aliko destructive to itaclf
and its objoct, falls before the cammnnan wer of the Bible. Can
weo envy tho wealth that cannot be carricd hence ! the power that
80 soon passcs away ! Shall wo find the envious among those who
have troasures in heaven—a crown of glory that never fades? Give
us the teachings which enablo the scholar tolook up without agrudge,
and down without contempt. The wheels of life, then, uove smoothly
on a road prepared. The groatest barriers to tho reciprocation of
undisguised and unquestionablo affection are removed, and cordial
frateruization places together the rich and the poor, the prince and
the peasant, in happy recognition; while each dcrives, from the
other, the assistance which his poeition enables him to give. The

r is exalted, and the rich is brought low, and both rejoice. The
truth is illustrated, that godliness has the promisc of the life that
now is, and of thut which is to come,

When the Word of God dwells richly in me in all wisdom and
all knowledge, and only then, I am entitled to say, Young man,
study the Bible. And when the Word of God is your study, the
object of your confidonce, and hidden in your heart, then, and ouly
then, you arc entitled to say “J am a man.”

THA KD,



