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Ye shall bear of wars, and rumours of wars; be ye
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We are more than conquerors through™ him tbhat loved
us. Rom. viui. 37.
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D E D I C A T I O M
TO m L THE LOVERS OF PEACE & TRUTH,

3 i

L orrat

P

C‘} mtmn Fr:mds, _aﬂd 6elo'vcd Bretbrm.

.NE of the most g1onous most mvmng, and
most encouraging characters of the true God, whom
grg-;.g;g,--hgoou;rpd to b_.ch_:ve:_;n»,,_ 1s, that he i1s no res-

pecter of, persons.”

“"The - hlghest honour and d;gmty we can poss:biy
arrlve unto, ' is, to endeavour to be 1rn:tators of God
in all our moral and rellglous actlons th:s FE true of
all Christians, pamcularl) oF those who wnte or
5peak for the beneﬁt of others | A

mSo far asl arn able to_;;.;_'udge thxs is. my desxgn :
to know nooc but those' who are exther with the
Lamb on mount Zlon waltmg the final i issue of this
long and bloody contest;  or th'm, those who are
combined it idterést ‘and action, against the honour
and glor)' of the Lord Christ, and his chosen army.
The first of thesel exhort to faith and patience; the
other I persuade to lay down the weapons of theit
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v DEDICA TION.

rebellion. In the management of both parts of this
arduous worl\ [ uce only scnpture arguments; these
are theé weapons of our warfare; these are not carna]

but through the divine blessing; --they are -mlghty to’
pull down the strong holds” of those powers, com-

bined against the Lord of lords and ng of kings.

The holy oxacles alone are our armoury, our
Qancmar} 5 to whlch we must still resort;. thefe speak

no hreason they utter no seaxtlon.

Vthn dwme Drov:donce directed miyenindtothe
" consideration of that sacred text, the subject of ‘the
followmg discourse, Ihunest]y acknowledge -I'had
not the least thought thc sub_;ect would havc .gone’
further than thc ears, and I hope, the hearts: of

those who heard |t Cou‘d we dlssemmate thcm—

--------

corrupt:ble seed of the word falthful_;y, and | look for.
the divine blessing to accompany our endeavours,
we mlgh’t hope for sucéeh, though our discourses

LY W

makr—:no‘t a very pubhc appear“ahce in the world

Ilook Upon mysnlf on many accoums obhged
to do aJl Icanto hc]p Forwnrd the salvatxon of ‘men,
whether by preachmg, or by,prayer, or by the pen;
as the Apostle said, *“ my heart’s desire and prsyer
to Ged, for Iarael, is, that they may be saved.” To.

be employcd ia the hononrable work, of announcing



DEDICATION, v
in the ears of the faithful followers of Christ, that
their warfare is accomplished, to congratulate -them
upon a sure victory ‘fast now approaching, is a’ re-
“watd to itself,

The repeated sohc1tataons of some who heard the

dlSCOllI'SC, Iown had some influence on my mmd

to yield atall, to makc these fcw thoughts-a little
more public.

But a chief motive is, that -hereby these rerarks
might' serve as.a:divine 'rtcst-i‘mon}?f; ‘and - pi‘éé’ét‘a
standing witness for ‘Christ’s declarative honour ‘and
glory, in thlS day of blasphemy, profaness, -irre-
ligion_and _infidelity, . -when..a numercus train of
readers, “glory -to-adapt and improve THOMAS
PAINE’s work,-without adverting that, that freedom’
of speaking peculiar-to-an American; and that mﬁdelz{y
pecuhar to.a-Qudker, are the coefficients that producc
such a monstrous piece of ‘work; " as he has set up in
opposition -to: the glory-of Christ, and the gospel,
Of suchproductions, @nd their admirers we might
say, as Instory TEports, ‘Mark Anthony did, ¢ alas!"
saith he, *“ those graces which God sent down as
pillars to support human societies,” viz. ¢ faith,
justice, and tr'uth, have met with such poor enter-

rainment en earth, they are fled back again to

r
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vi DEDICATION.

Heaven-, 2 morg execllem speaker said, ¢ when: ‘he
comss. ‘l he ﬁnd falm on- the earth.”

ve n0t StlldlEd to humour mens fancxes but.-

s
t0 inform their understﬂndmb, and endeavour o re-.

o
Q
|
a
e

heir hiv remem‘*ermo WLat Seneca sald,-ngcr
it 9' ret ma’m, g ezoq/c;zzcm, Sm' .sa;mntem e the_
sr._; reinot bi ttered b) Pn}smans .aof.. words but:.
Siheir skilful hands.” coT T
CE:ristian readsr, if thou nndes* any ferhérks m';
the. following. disconrse. calculated to promote. thy
spirityal: profit and advantage,. torget:-rnotfto:gwe-al-l-;
tie glory-and honour:to the: ng of kmgs and Lord

.:c}rds_ ser oyl vl 95 ,fiff s Jwig
-i{}T}ng;g:r@s ,‘of‘ prznse becomes no “héad but: his:
mdone-;~and let all;-your: gain-be. consecrated to -his:
glory. - Suffer o _a','-:a;gz:s;ﬂeh ‘an:alarming time as - the-
present 2ppearsio bz; to.request.you for-his namie’s:
rake,~t0 make sureyour interest inhim, és_-ih'e-'5ifﬁ7p‘—"fj
rain of. jcnrfcalvatiqn?,._and‘so to .-h%sve your own life;
nd “the lifc of: Lis peaple, bound ypiit the bundle 66>
jie with himaelf, . . . .
: I—Jle:_cby youn will be saved, and I shall bé gratificd; -
a52) be accountzd most cordially,
.. Your humble Servant,
In all gosp~l engagoments,

.. \’\’ v S.
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REVELATION, xvu CHAP 14th Vh‘RS“__;_\_\“_‘

-Tbgfe ﬂJaH make war- 'wzzb zbe LA'VIB and the LAMS
Sball overcome them 5  for be is Lord of.:Lor
and King of kmgs s and rbey tbat are with ;,,;,~
“are called (md cbofen, and )‘azzbfzd o

HE 'glorlous author' of the ‘cllrlﬁlan”re]idio;

who fpoke as mever .man {poke,. has charmu
all his followers. ‘to fearch the fcnptureq affuring
them, that thefe are they that teftifies of him; and
they, as an inftrument, can make them’ wite ante
falvation. Such asare difpofed unto, and has de-
light in contemplation, cithér upon the sworks ot
'God, or the word of God, will find profic and
plcafure arifing unte them. ‘A moderate degree of
refletion upon the works of God, will convince,
“that the natural fun is the moft uﬁ.fu_l, and the mott
confpicuous ornament, inall the vifible works o7
God; and fuchasare t,n;.,agcd in religious contemp-
Iauon on the word of God, will, I ppu.ln.ml, with
equal freedom, acknowledge that divine revelatieg,
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is the richett. gift, and the moft illuftrious. orna-
ment conferred upon that department of the moral
creation, he has, in this refpe&, diftinguithed from
others. The difplaysof his infallible wifdom is moft-
wonderful in this cafe; ;for while the natural fun,

from a dawning fcarce dilcernable in the eaftern hori-.
zon, makes gradual progrefs, until perfet day
fhines, and, in a very fhort time, illuminates the
whole matenal fyftem, and- chcn_lhc_s the globe in
his warm bofom: -

A fpace of -fome more ‘than: two tzhouf'and years
were -taken up, in colle&mg -and enkindling this
more neceflary lamp, with all its incomparable glory,
and fixing it up in the heavens_of . the vifible church,
to conduét the chriftian pilgrim through all the
walks of life, and introduce him into that heavenly
country, where he will ftand. in need of fuch affiftance
nomore. ‘The heavenly lamp, the fcrnpturcé ferve
Iikewife, to light the chriftian wamor to-3a glerrous'
vlé}ory over all hls cruel foes |

This remark, T ventura to fay, is true, and may
- be applied to’ all the parts’_of -divine revelatlon at
large, and particularly fo, of this laft part -of. the
new teftament, which is called the revelatlon of
John the dmne who is acknowledged to be the
writer of it, by. every unprejudiced friend to revela-
tion. A bock, that has God for its, author, truth
for its matter, and falv: atxon “for 1 1ts end fhould have
many fncnds -and. no.enemies. Msny powcrful
inducements’ we. are furnifhed with, to: fearch dili=
gently this partof the facred oracles;; “fuch as the
lias charater it has; the time it was revealed,
theLord’s ‘day; the placc, an jnha(pitable ifland ;
the obje€t by ‘whom, even  him who walks amongft
the golden candleﬁ;eks ‘the pnm'lry recipient, John
the fingularity of the privilige annexed to fiich as
carcfully aitend to the fl,u,s“‘ here brought to light,

-
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faying, ¢ Blefled is he that read:th, and they toat
hear the ‘words of this prophecy, and keep thofc
words Wthh are written therein, for the time is at
hand. i. 3. This book isdivided into two parts, the
firt. Hlﬁoncal the fecond. prophetical ; the one taken
up in thefe words ‘¢ the things which are,” and the
other;.1n ¢ the thmos which thall be hereafter” i
The hlftoncal part. Teads up our meditazions to the
very time which Jobn wrote,now more than feventeen
hundred years ago; the pr0p‘1etxml {erves to conduct
our thoughts through various. paths, to that period
when the Churches glorious head will come in his
own glory, and the glory’ of his Father and holy
Angels, to colie& all . the parts cf his conquering
army into one, and put’ an eternal dxi’cance between
them and all their mallclous enemus a

In order that we may, “with more eafe and advan -
tage make our approach. unto. the facred text juft
now read; we will beobliged to confider for a mo-
‘ment thofe objects and tlungs mentioned by John,
that give rife-to the text itfelf; and on wlnch it, has
a neceflary. dependance.

"The firft of thefe is a fealed beok, he]d uptov iew
by one who appeared very glorlous in vifion to John,
in Chap. iv, v. ‘and thé fame taken and opened
by ote in the- charalter of a Lamb. The opening,
of this fealed book, introduced feven Arngels with
feven trumpets, and the blowing of thefe brings
forward feven Angels, with feven golden vials, each
of thc(e have a particular period of time af‘uoned, to
make up the things which John faid fhould be lere-
after; agin,we have fome wonderful objets prefented
to view in this book: the firft Clmp. xi. 1. A
woman cioathﬁ with the fun” 7, e. ** the Church
fet forth with Tuth a ftrong and expreflive figure,and
crowned with twelve ftars, and the moon under his

B \
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feet,” this is ¢ that blefled Mother, bringing forth

the man clnld who was to rule all natxons Wlth a rod
of iron.’ ‘

The next we have, is, ¢ .a great and bloody co-
loured beaft, with feven headu ‘and feven crowns,
upon his heads ‘his name i1s'a Dragon . This temble
beaft is faid to be caft out, and a folemn hymn of
praife {ung to the honour dnd commendation of him
who bad prefervcd ‘the Mother and her Son- from his
rage.

Again, we have the dlfcovery of the arifing of aqo-
.ther beatft from the fea, with feven ‘heads and ten
horns, and ten crowns upon his horns; and upon all
‘his*feven heads the name of blaf] hemy, then the
preceding beatt, called a Dragon, appears . and gives
his feat to this beaft that ‘arofe out of the fea, and
that, in the opinion of many,fgmﬁes Rome cl*angcd
or tranflated from its pagan, to.its antichriftian forri.
Then follows the name of this bealt; fix ‘hundred and
fixty-fix which many fay is found in the word Latins,
fome:in Evanthus, fome in Diocles, Aucruﬁus fome
Ulpian, fome Ttagun, fome’in the ward Roman
fome Moamites or Mohamed; thouigh others. (uPpoie
this numerical name is put as the root of the whole
antichriftian {yftem, astwelve is put for the root of
all that foilow the Lamb, whetherfoever he gocs.

And very probably, this name or number bcm
put to a given number or period in hiftory,may very
nearly pont out the time of the rife of this beaft,
cr the fixture of this laft bealls feat or government
at Rome about A, D. 606. And if we put twelve
hundred and fixty days, or years, thec whole time of
the Churches warfare, will perhaps eflimate the
period of his dcﬁruélmn about 086 years. Or if
we advert toall the exaélaefs ofulculauon b(,tWﬁ‘t(l
unizy and folar years, or the differences betwix
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prophetic and fyderal years, as fome do, he would
advance the period to 1926 years.

In this {eventeenth chapter, where our text 1s, we
havereprefentea a heavenly meffenger, under fpecxal
commifiion; to inform John with relauon to the judg-
ments that were approaching to that’ great whore
that fitteth upon many waters.

The precedmg chapters difcovered the Chureh
ina very {uffering condition, this one ferves to fhew
a begun deliverance, this Heavenly meflenger car-

red John away in f'pmt to the wddernefs and
thcw prefented to his view a woman fitting upon a
fcarlet coloured bealt, full of the names oF “blaf
phemy; having in her hand 2 golden cup, full of
abominaticnss and A very conf ICI0US - 1Motio upon
her forehead,” M 2°S 7 E R T BABYLO N,
the great, “1he Mother of Harlois and absminations.
When Tuhn faw<fuch an admirable train of ahrmmg
difcoveries, he was exceedingly aftonifned.” The
celeftial: mcﬂlnger proceeds to .inform' his aftonithed
{pe€tator, that he might be fuily qualified-to inform
us; what the "woman was, and what  the beaft
was that carried her; and what the {even heads and
horns were. ‘

The beaft isfaid to'bc one that was,and I's not, and
yet is; this enigmatical fentence may be underftood
“thus, it was or biad a peculiar form of exiftence “priar
to the time the prophet wrote, then that form
ceafed to be, and alterwards revived, again, but in
a different form, For let it be admitted that Rome
15 that Clly fituate on feven hills, or than (Lv.n
kinds of gmummnh vie. Kings, Confuls, Tribunes,
Decemvirs, Diltators, and Emperois; five of thow
were paft at the ume J()lm wrote, and the ikth one,
that of Eu;p(‘lulh, al.d alfo ti.e feventh auft hikewiie
pafs away, before tha luzm of gov. v hauld



( 12 )

exift, under which this admirable beaft thould- anfe
which was to be the eighth and laft,and I may fay. the
werit-of al] , every thing conﬁderec’

The ten c: r)wn d horns of this bca[’f théfé were
ten kingsor medoms Wh]Ch had recewed no king-
" dom as yet, but recewed power as Kings, one hour
—with the beaﬁ mian 001 an, ﬁomﬁcs nterally the
iume time or ﬂ.afon with th\. bedft

Theﬁ: ten crowned horm,ar very hlcely, Germany,
I":a: ce, England, bcofland Spain, Denmark, Swed-
Pofand Ru‘ﬁa and Hunﬂary Thefe were
o be all contemporary powers with the beafl, thefe
“thould all arife in_the Roman Empire,by the invafion
of the northern nations, and fubmv1de the {ame
amonz them(elves. Thl:; is very "well known in the
mﬁory- of Europe, at this moment, when the pot-
fhicrds. are dathing them(elves agaml‘t each other, and
muft do fo until the beafts mtereﬁ bc, ﬁnally def~
troyed )

Now, chriftian reader, we are- arlved at’ thlS divine
text, which natively arifes from, and has a depend-
-ance upon the above vifions: r)pened to John, while"
under featence of banifhment for the word of God,
and the teftimony of thedivine Jefus which he held.
"And 1t makes up a part of that revelation, that
‘God the Father give 0 his Son, and he by hIS angé
feor, and. fignified it'to his ﬁ.rvant John, Chap. i
V. L

1 which text we may obflerve, firlt, a declaration
of war iflicd by that heavenly mgﬁ“enger to Jolm
and by hzm to the ¢hurch,

2. ¢ have the characters of thofe warlike
powers, v.hr) undertake this war of aggreflion; theur
numberis ten, they are nnited in this war, however-
wivid d i othr refp: Ete; (pcifically they are afl thole
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kings or kingdoms, wluch received power at one
‘time with the beatt. 4

3. We have the Objc& agamft whom this war
1s undertaken, by thofe belllgerent powers he is fa:d
0 be a Larnb : -

_ We havc in the text, vnﬂory over all thofe
,warlxke pOWClS enfured the Lamb l'hall ovcrcomc
'thcm F o e b ot a3

5. We have a foyal chara&er predncatcd of this
‘heavenly ‘warrior, who oppofes all thofe combined
powers heis Lord of lords, and ng of ngs

Wc have thc chara&er and qual:ﬁcat:ons of
;thofe who ﬁall be*ﬂlarers n all the Lamb’s victories ;

“thefe are fet outin three thlngs they.are called, they
are chofen, and they -are f.mhful, the firft two are
?md:catlveof their- pnwleges, the laft-of their duty.
<’The great point of truth we are called upon frorn
thefe words ‘to believe; may be thus ftated. -

:.2¢¢ “All fuch who ‘aré united ‘to the Lord Chrift, by
¢ faith, ‘and voluntarily engaged in keepmg ‘the
« tei’clmony of Jefys, are called not only to behold
¢ by faith this Lamb of God, who took away the
fin of the world, but alfo to feaft upon the fruits
¢ of his glonous vnétones over all his and their
“ enemies,’

0\

6

U\

From the condu& of twoilluftrious types of this
heavenly warrior, I would beg leave to confirm the
ideas contained in the propolition I have now ftated,
the firft is, that of Abraham recorded in Gen. ~Xiv.
per fot,-wherc we find that he allowed a royal banquet
10 the three young men, whovoluntanly accompawned
him in that moft heroic expedition he undertagok
againft thole four kings who bhad carried away his
Lrather Tor, andall that he had, and made wpuves
of them, a famoeus emblem this of the conauds oF
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him, who fets’ himfelf to opp ofe and "will “deftroy

the four monarchies, and has in a great meafure done
{o already, over all that.oppofes him and his faithful
fubjets. My next inftance, is in that of David re-
corded in 1ft. Sam. xxx. 26. And when David
came to Ziklag, he fent of the.{poil unto the elders
of :Judah, -even to' his friends, faying, behold, a
prefent, or a blefling for you, of the fpoil of the
énemies of the Lord. Juft fuch are the words of
this - heavenly warrior to all his faithful -followers,
‘behold the blefled fruits of my victories, over all
‘mine and your enemies,: ‘. Under dxvme aid, and
¢* in" dependance on promtfed afliftance, (of which
“ 1 ﬁand in particular need) I undertake to. iluftrate
<t the" truths contained’ in - thatﬂpoﬁtlon ftated in .
5 canfozmlty to the laft. B 7 -

1ft. Head (hall be to. lay down fome propoﬁtlons
explanatory of the nature, caules, and. origin of this
‘war, undertaken by thofe combmed powers,

.......

. 2d. To explain this royal charater, Lord of Iords
&c. or to fhew the nature of the power, he is ve(’ced

‘with.

3d. Is o fhew and by what means he obtains
w&orv, with fome of the times he has already
done fo.- \

4th. Defcribe the chara&er and qualifications of
-thefe who will be fharers of the Lamb’s vitories.

sth. Shall be to mention {ome of the grounds of
aﬂ'urdnce that all have who are inlifted lﬂ%ls {ervice,
that they fhall be fharers in all his viftories; and
then to conclude witha few corrolaries, uollc&ed
troin the fubject.

1ft. Head to lay down, fome explanatory prapo-
fitions of the nature, caufes, and ongin of this war,
undertaken by thole warl; ke and combined powers.
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In general, fhould fay that it need not feem ftrange’
to any, nor the words found harfh, that he who came’
to preach peace, and a]['o laid down his life a ranfom
to procure peace, and injoins peace upon all his {ub-
Je€tssand the fum of that religion- he has taught us,
is peace, .when fuffered to fpeak its own native dia-
le&t; and not dragged over to anfwer fome party in-
tereﬁ if. even ‘afterall this-allowed, and moft cor-
dmlly admuted he fthould: neverthelcfs be ftiled «
warrior;: let .us hear the apoﬁle Jude’s ¥ account,
who fdys behold the Lord comes with ten thoufand
of his famts, to execute juft . vengeance upon his
0ppoﬁr1g foes, and this is the {um of the ‘venerable
patriarch’s prophecy,cven Enocli,recorded Gen.v. vi.
per-tot, and the very firft time. I think he is named
a.-warrior -is- in- Exodus; .the Lord" fhall: fight for
you, -and you fhall hold your peace. + ‘And alfo in
that firf} fong recorded-in feripture, ‘whichwas fung
at the clofe of a fignal viory, there he is exprefsly
called a warrior. Mofes fays the Lord is.a. man of
war, the. Lord ishis name 1 : and in. Jothua *he 1s
called the captain of the Lord’s Hoft: | and.im this
fame book John fays, I faw Heaven opened, and
behold a white horfe, and he that fat upen him, was
called faithful and true, and in righteoufnefs he
doth Judge and rnake war; § yea the whole armies
in Heaven, are faid to follew him as their fupreme
commander, and in feripture he is called more than
one hundred times the Lord of Hofts; and all thofe
are directly apphcable to him, whois called the Lamb
of God, and is alfo characterized the King of kings,
and Lord of lords, in the words of our text.

But paxtlcu]arly ] firt obferve that the fuft dif-
turbing power, that ever endeavaured to break the

L

® Jude, iv. g.e=mtFxod. xiv, 13 ==}Exod. xv. 3.~|| Jothua. v.
914 1g.—8Rev. xix. 11, 12, 13, 14,
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peace that univerfally reigned over ali the depart-
ments of God’s ample dominions, which reached
from fea to {ea, and from the river unto the ends of
the earth. lxxii. Pfal. 7, 8. ‘Was that one who is
called the God of this world and the prince and
power of the air; fo. fays the apoﬁle. *_ But'if our
ofpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loft, in whom
the God of this world hath blinded the "minds of
thern who believe not;; and he is alfo called the prince
of this world, fo]ohn defcribes him. 1 .Now fhall
the prince of this world be caft out,* antd. the apoftle
characterizes this cruel:foe; by the flile of the prince
and power of the air,:the fpmt that now worketh in
the children of dlfobedxence, he 1s alfir called the
devil and fatan; all thofe charaéters are dcfcrlptlve oft
that firft dlfturbmg power that broke ap the peace that
prevailed in Heaven and earth, and though fet out
under the character of one, yet the apoftle Jude in-
forms us that they are many; for fays he, the angels
which kept not their firft eftate, but left their own
habitation, he hath referved n chdms undcr darl(ncfs

unto the Judgment of the great day. '

Thefe cruel, and now accurfed enemies, who were
united in their own rebellion again{t God has now
introduced an unchangable oppofition, bctwecn them-
fclves and the great Jehovah, and to encourage
. their own malicious defigns, has drawn the human
family into an alliance with themfelves, and thereby
has enkindled war, and made many ! bold invafions
upon the royalties, and perogatives of him who has
a juftclaim to all power in Heaven and earth, Thofe
pro'o-rcbcis whodrew our firft parents; and thereby
their pofterity into a flate of rcbellion againtt God
and s Tnointed one, thefe are the firfl difturbers
of peace, who ke by "their tcmptauons parted chie!

friends. HKare

- ' meaand - _ - ¢
* 2. 0o iv. 35 4. ~%]ohn, xii. 30—Llph, ii. 2.
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And though, i inthis-age of infide ht) , ‘tany. arz.
found who fport thcmfelveb with their own dﬂrzewmgq
and make free todeny all thefe things; all we in
return ‘would fay, would -be, that if th(,y will not-
read and believe Moles, and the prophets, the L ord
Chrift and his apoﬁles neither would. they, believe
,tho\ ,zh one fhould come from the g,loomy dunfrcon
. of juftice, and proclaim. this unwelcome'. meflage -
to them; but the long: and -mournful e).perlenCr-' of
“thole wl;o are not. :gnorantof the continued devices
of thofe.cruel foes, and are longm_or for that happy
moment, when (atan fhall be brnifed under their feet;
thele can,and. frcely wdlacknowlcdoe this: paltof the
divine Ieﬂlmony ey et - e
. Secord; we amm fu-r.ther add that tne\ (}rrcrm
ar {eat of _all . hoftilities on the part- of - ail
thofe combmed fou, aoamﬁ him who  is called
Lord- of lords, is, the unrenewed hearts of finners;
hence the: apoﬁle James,c. 1v.-1--5. puts the qu reftion
from. whence comes Wars? 7. ¢ .- Either betwixt in-
dividuals,, or families, or. natqons ‘among themfelves,
of - betwmt them and the. anointed - of the Father-
and he gives in for anfwer, that all hoftilities origi-
nates in the carnal and corrupt heart, come they not
hence, even your {ufts that war in your member
and with hi%nncurs the apoftle of the Gcntnl&.s.
Rom. viii. 7. The carnal nfind is enmity againft '~
God, 1t 15 not fubje& to the law of God, neither in-
dced can be, and the fpirit that dwe]l‘: in finners,
Infteth envioufly, this is the feat of rebellion againtt
God ; thofe carnal miinds fet on motion by the fery
darts of thofe cruel foes, who are going about feckings
to make a prey of ﬁnner«; breaks out in horrid athiet-
cial thoughts of God and Chnft and in dreadful blat-
phemy, and fometimes into lawhefs and boundlets
ambition in the tyrants of the earth, who Cain hke
rifes up and murders their brethren, Were we o
turn either to divine or human hjltory, and particus

™~
| ]
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Ia;:l.y « f thole eaftern, and weftern tyrants; we weuld
find a cloud of witnefles, fuch as might- make the
human mind fhudder. | -

P

When the rigid Phau(’ea, 1mp10uﬂy and impro-
perly, accufed the Lamb of God. and his followers,
for eating with unwathen hands,alledging that there—'
by they defiled thémfclves,he boldly anfwers them,
@ying, 1t s out of the hcart of man that prOCceds
evi} thoughts,adulreries,murders,theft, covetoufnefs, R
wickedne(s,&c. Thefe are the thmgs that defileaman
vea that defiles the world; ahd indicates them to'be in
a flate of rebeilion acamﬁ God. The fprmbﬁnd origin
then ‘of rebelijon in thofe belllgewm powers. com+ -
bined againft him who is Lord ot lords, -and of-all
their malicious-and hoflile attemps *wamft the Lamb

and his peaceable fubjéts, all has an(en Afrom their
unrenewed hearts, u.rhethc-:r md*wdualy or Calleé\twly,
confidered. - . |

Third, Again, Iwould remark ‘that all oppofi-
tion fhcwn “cither by fallen angels or wicked men,
azainft him  who -is. ttiled juftly Lord of lords
&c.is'on their part altogether,and abfolu tely 1lngal |
cruel, unjuft, and mallcmus

Generally the caufe of all juft war, is an mFrfufhoq.
of public national faizh pledged, or -an invafion
of territory, or uflurping of property, contrary to
the faith of nations, or an impeding perfonal or
national liberty, and cloﬁng up thc rights of indivi-
duals, or a whole nation in ‘and under the hatches
of cruel defpotifm, accompained with perfecution,.
and fanguinary meafures of domination; but in the
cafe under eonfideration, nothing lnl\a, this can be
brought- forward, no provocation given.  For ag
pleafcd his majefty, after the apoftacy of angels, not
to enter intoany treaties of peace with them, though
the utmoft degrees of divine vengence, 18 and will
b fu ipu:d Juntil the great and final day comes,
vhon the termens of thofe rebol hofls will be aug-



[ 19 1]

‘mented; themfelves are apprifed of this when they
faid, ¢ art thou: come ‘to' torment us before the
time.” -

- No doubt he has adopted a dlffcrent method with
_.ﬁnnmo' man; they are brought into a ftate of for-
‘bearance. and will be, until ‘all his purpofes be ac-

"‘_;_‘compliihed but {o’ far from i improving this gracious
forbearance:” he' .exercifes, we ‘may with propn\.ty
adopt the” authorlty of" Solomon ‘Eccl.  viit. 17.
*¢ Becaufe fentence qqnm& an ‘evil work is not exe-

‘ cuted {pe edlly ; therefore the heartof the foris of

- “““menis-fet in them, yea fully fet in them to’ du

" evilyT, el to oppofe him' who is Lord of 10"ds. e

Thofe bold mlruﬁons’ of thexrs s altooe&l = Hilegal,
and malicious,  while: from  time t0 ey he\, have
 beet robbmg him of -his-moft juft prerogatnres and
royalrles the numberlefs number of locufts;. that
“have arifenfrom the bottomlefs- pit;and cla“m,ned the
“air of : civil and reltgmus liberty, and eclipfed the
glory-of him who “is Lord of - lords, and particularly
,;-g;m thofe dominions; unjuftly. claimed by thofe-caftern
“and weﬁern 1mpeﬁers and deceivers; is a’ full.and
-unquettionable evidence of this remark.: The friends
- of the divine Jefus, cannot avoid repeating -his own
. words, Malachs 1ii. 8 “¢¢.ye have robbed me; even
¢¢ this whole nation;’

“When he who fits on the circle of the 1’—Ieavens anc
who takes up the 1ﬂands and ngdoms of the w()rld
-as a -little” thmg in_the hollow of his hand; comes
to call’ ‘nations before his righteous, but awful
tribunal; terrible will 'the fate of thofc powers be,who
‘have unjuftly oppofed him,and cmcll) per[‘ccutui his

faithful followers, F i B E

l"ourth, Yer I wonld further remark, the Fr
public declaration of war,on the part ot this heavenly
warrior, that was ever heard againtt thofe hofts of
rebe s, with all their allies, was in the garden of
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Eden; after man’s difmal revolt, and prnmlmc apo(-
‘tacy from his rightful fovere:rrn Gen. 1. 14, 154
"16. The Lord God faid, becauf: thoa halt done this,

thon art accurled, andhe, (hall bruife thy head, 7. ¢

lie who "came w Jlmncr 1in ‘the cool of the day,
“witl do fo, and who'is Pued the Lamb, flain from the
ioundqtlon ‘of :the world.. Here.he publld\.l}’ pledges
Limfelf in the liearing of both worlds, that he would
e ‘avenged upen thuﬁe rebel hofts.  No doubt the
i _e,lv_g‘n]) ‘train, that aucompamcd this - heavenly
champion,. tuned. their celethial lyres with doubled
vivacity,and frefh fpnnos of aboundmg_;oy,when the.
‘blefled udings were anncunced, that one had. now
actaally taken the feid, “who had every moment
more than twelve l%mns of -angels at his call; nor
“would he give up this caufe until VI@tory be préclam"-
ed lhrohgh Heaven and: mrth .

You know that heronc typc of Inm éven Sampfon,
was refolved fo beav enged on the Phl liftines, for.the
lofs of his two eyes.. . o

This illuftrious warrior engages his honour to be
olorified, in punithing thofe who endeavoured, and
fhli are.endeavouring, to rob him of thofe, who were
and are as:dear to him as the apple of his eye, yea
~as hislife, of whom he fays, Prov. viil. 31. my
wnohts were with the fons of men.

‘This carly engagment was neveér once forgot by
him, in the whole courf(e of four thouland yeats,
but at the time afixed, he appears in order to ac-
complifh'his defign, nor did he once relinguith our
interefl, until ke faid it is finithed. "

l‘:fth, Again allow me to remark, that the greatelt
fruggle,and mofl violent oppolitioneever heard ot in
e %h()lt: world, has been managed and carried on
?"mﬁ him whn is Lord ol lords, by n two-fald
combination; Nl by the pagan Ruma.n ftates, and
their alhicr. who at the L1 allual appearance cf this
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.glorious conquerer, were clofely combined to deftroy
lnm with all his followers; .here we may adopt the
words of- the m{plred Afaph Pfal. Ixxxm 2, 3,
4. ‘Lo thine enemies make a tumult, and they
““ that hate thee; have lift up the head they
¢ have taken crafty counfel againft thy people
“ and confulted againft the" hidden ones. Tley
¢ have faid come, let us cut them off from being a
¢¢- nation, &c., Yea {aid they this is the heir, come
et us kl“ 111m that the inheritance: ‘may be "all our

‘f._“ :.own.’._’_;__

(34

¢

| ‘But fome {prinklings of the vials of God’s wrath
'broke to picces’ the Roman ‘pagan k:ngdom, and
“upon the ruins of the two legs .of ‘the "Roman em-
“pire “in- the ‘eaft, and ‘weft; there ‘arofe the fecond
combination ufenem:es called antichrift; fet up,upon
‘the ruins of ‘the- ‘pagan empire,: both in"the eaft and
wefl. .Andnow the ftruggle .is great on their part,
.and _thc opp oﬁuon violent," becaufe their duration is
fhort,and their. deﬁru&:on great; for the aceomplifh-
ang lhlS overthrow,” he is long fince: mounted on a
white horfe -and- has his fword girded-on his thigh,
and is going forward, conquering and to.conquer;
this war 1s- fo confpicuous that ‘all the powers in
hcavcn and. earth, and hell; are concerned in it, and
waiting the iflue, fome W1t11 fear and terror, {ome
with as much joy, as ever the bride waited with
Joyful expe&atlon for her marriage day; hence Revel.
xix. 7. let us be glad and rejoice, and give honeur
to him; and when he remembers the iniguities of
his mott cruel foes, they will cry alas! alas! fer
Judgments are come in one hour. Rev. xviil. ro.
-and xix. zo.

LN

Sixth, My next remaik is, that all the fops ana
'M hters of Adam, are abiulutcl) engaged elsher
i aiding and uﬂlﬁmg thofe- belligerent po“et
or then fet cutin direct oppofition to them eve
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one. ‘Not an unremewed: finner, but is ftrengthmng
the hands of thofe ten warlike adverfaries, againft
him who is Lord of lords, .and King of kings, not
an heretic, not a tyrant, not an ambitious ftate{man,

who Haman like, is. compafling - the deftruction of
_the followers of tlns mighty King; but they are all
-avowed fupporters. of - thofe. antlohrlﬁlan powers, fet
outin warlike pofture againit thé Lamb of -God; nor
on the contrary, mot a’ renewed créature-I may
venture to-affitm, who has laid. down the weapons ‘of
their rebellion; and is enlifted in tlte {prritual fervice
of the Lord. (‘hnﬂ: but they are fet out in oppofition
-to all thofe warhl{e powers, and the whole intaret
~of mlqmty, tyranny, -and’ 0ppreﬂion they..are
~carrying on againit thc honour and mtereﬁ of the
‘Lord of lords.”

W,Let us attend to the te[’nmony of John in th19
boek, : ¢ :Rev...xix. 19, 20, ‘21. ‘He fays [ {aw,
<t and the beaft was' taken, and :with him the falfe
‘¢ propher, that wrought: mlraclefs before ‘him, with
<¢. which he- deceived: thern that “hdd reeerved the
¢« ‘mark of the beaft,and- W()Ifhlpped his-image; thofe
““ who.do fo are the beafts army, and the army of
¢ the tyrants of . the earth, who are to be taken a‘nd
.¢¢ caft alive in:the pit of milery, - becaufe -they do
¢ make war:againit the Lamb of God, and againit

<¢ his chofen army.””

My laft remark is, “that all thofe belligereat
powers, however dlﬁ“erent among themfelves, and
however frequently. they do oppofe .each other, . by
turas; they neverthelefs are unite in theic lnt‘ﬁ‘l‘tﬁ‘
in oppofing this glotious conqueror who is mmht)
in battle, fometimes againft his very perfon, as God
and man, even him whom the ‘apoftle fays all the
fulnefs of the Godhead dweclls fubftantially in kg,
and yet their early and conunued efforts are to rob
hirn of the glory pertaining to him in rhat {upreme
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<haraéter. Some times -their malicious devices are
drawn out againft all his medidtory offices, as pro-
phet, prieft,~and king; and very often agam& his
authority as only Lord and Lawgiver to his obedient
fubjects,alfo an unending ftate of hoftilities againft his
feed and {ubjets. - Now that the great Redeemer is
'afcended far above all Heavens? and taken his feat
at the right- hand of his and qur Father, and there
‘will remain until all his . enemies be made his foot-
ftool. His cr uel and combined. foes have TNOW Rno re-
maining way. to difcover their rage, but by faliing
upon his followers, hence Rev %1 17. The’
dragoi was wroth thh the. womau and went to
make war with the remant of her feed ‘which keep
the comandments of. God and have the tefhmony of
"'j_]cfus Chrift. - And- of all this. we are informed by
this. heaven]y Conquer’\r John; xvi. ult. in the world
ye' thail have tribulation, but be of good cheer,
I have overcome. the world and to him that over-
.comes, will ] grant to fit w1th me on my throne, as I
overcame, and am fet down with my Father upon his
1hronc ' b e, S

-1 hai‘ten now to lllaﬁrate the' fecond head,namely,
to explam this royal charater, Lord of lords and
King of kings ; or fhew.the nature of that power tlis
heavenly conqueror 1s vefted with, as the great op-
pofcr of thofe malicious foes.

Firft, would obferve that there is a twofold power
afcribable to this King of kings; a dunam:s and
exaufia, a poteftas, and potentia; or omnipotence
and dominion, thefe are no doubt different thin 83 in
intelligent or moral creatures. ‘

Omnipotence is his phyfical power, whereby he
15 able to do what he will, but dominion is his moral
power whereby he can do all things, that imply no
contradiction in them to his divine perfections, or his
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righteous laws, yea ke is cloathed with legiflative
and cxecutive power and authority, and his’ claim
to all this is founded radically in his divine nature;
and poflefiing the fame divine charatters with the'
Father and blcﬂ'ed Spirit,- hence - John - fays, .t
Epiftle. v. 7. For there are three that bear record
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and: the Holy
Ghoft, and thele three are one, Not one only”in
witnefling, but-of one nature; and poflefling all dwme..
perfections, "and- e*(ceilenmes in’ common; nor are
we under neceflity ‘to comply with the unreafonable
demands of Socinians, ‘or. Arians,” who with great
freedom-afk how can three be one. To argue from.a
Being fpiritual,immaterial,and indivifible,to beings,or
‘objedts material, and d1vmble 1s neither phtlo(bphlca} -
ot theological. - "Was I to take fimitar freedom with
thern,. upon many phliofophacal fllb_jf:‘&a, might afk.
as many queftions,as would take up all the {pare
hours ‘they could allow to anfwer them; untill their.
here{y be buried-in the grave of forgelfn]ncfs torife
and difturb ‘the church no more* (now in clofe com~
bat, with all thofe warlike powers,) and prefling
fom ard, to the enjoyment of all the fruits of a final
vi€tory, to be obtained on the high places of Armaa-
geddon.  But his dominion and lordfhip
Mediator is what [ apprehend, is efpecially pomted
cut in the text under confideration, and the grant of
power and authority to him, was federally made over
10 him, from everlafting, and declaratively, fo in the
firtt promt(c Gen. 1. 16 his vitory was to be ac-
compained with rule, with power, and authority;
the harmonious 1anguage of prophets, and apottles,
does abundantly confirm this idea. ‘¢ Thou haft
“¢ afcended on high; thou haft led captivity captive;
«¢ thou haft received gifts for men, yea for the rebel-
lious, alfo that the Lord God riight dwell among
them. In ble cffing, 1 will blefs thce, and in mul~
tplying T will multiply thy feed, as the ftars of

L)

<

[ T oY

<

L



[25]

€ the' Heaven, and as the fand which is upon thc fea
¢ fhore; aud thy feed fhall poflefs the gate of his
<« enemies. * The {ceptre (hall rot depart from
¢ Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, unto
-¢¢ :Shilo come, and ‘unto him fhall the ga*hﬂrmcr of
ke thé\phople ‘be. t+ Gird thy {word upon thy thigh,

0, moft mighty, with "thy glory and M?Jef’cy
«¢ Thine arrows are fharp in the heart of the mnos
¢ enemies, whereby the people fall under thee.” %
-] faw in ‘the might vifions; and behold ons like
¢ .the Son of man, come with the clouds of Hecaven,
¢¢ and -came to thc ancient of days; and there was
¢¢ given him dominion and .glory, and a kingdom,

‘¢ thatall people, and nations, and languages (hou]rl
¢¢ fervehim; his dominion isan L.vcrlai’cmg dominion, -
‘which Ihal! not pafsaway;.and his- l\mad@rnfthat
‘which fhall . not be - .deftroyed:.. § Al power- is
AL glven unto:inein-heaventand -earths for he muft
¢ reign till *he hath put /hxs enemics under \hIS

‘f_ feet.

{'_I
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Thus we'. {'ee, that not only pTOPhELS and aDoﬂ'les
‘only but the unite condut of the church triumphant
and militant, do mott- dellcrlhﬂllly confirm and ac-
kaowledge, the mediatory power and authority of
this inconquerable champion, -

Second His right-and title as Lord of lords, and
King of kmgs is founded upon, and arifes from- his
agency in creation, in common with the. Father and
blefled . Spirit, hence John.. 1. 3. All things ~were
‘made by him, and without him ‘was not any' thing
made,that was made ; furely'we may affirm of h:rn
by whom all things were made, that he juftly deferv-
ed to be ftiled Lord of lords, &c. as holdmg a nead-

L
..... — " - ————

® Pl Ixvill. 18-—1'(Jen xxii. 17, 18.—=Gen. xlix. 10.-=—
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1g-~=Daniel. vii. 13, 14 =M xxviiin 18, 9.
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fhip. fuperior 1o, and mdependent of all earthly
“potentatés; but pamcularly he has all this by griginal
-‘con ra¢t and agreement to this purpofe; Zech. vi.
‘favs;that the counfel: of peace, was between
t,wm bmh and in Pfal. lxxxix. 23. ‘“1 will beat
- «¢ -down his foes, before his face; »nd ‘plague them
¢ that hate him and 27. verfe, I will make him my
< freft born hlghcr than the klnrfs of ‘the earth, whofe

-foundation isin the duft B

- Yea, we may funher afﬁrm of this incomparable
« h.impmn that his right to -enjoy all thofe royalties,
_«nd prerogatives ;_he isnow_in the plenary pofleflion
of, s ﬂrfncthened by his. fuffcrmgs and obedience,
10. JL hovah’s will, fo, that in_confequence* thereof
«nd by way of Juﬂ“ renumeraton, -hé has a name
‘piver Liim, above every: other name; ‘juft to be King
~of Kings, and Lord of jords; thatat his'name every
knee fhould bow, ‘and | | every:tongue fhou}d confefs to

the glary of Gad the™ l"%nmr . .

Toall this we rmyvad\] HITS conqmﬂ and acqlllfr:on-
“he has pro;trred _this- J§ law ful co,.qud’c as we ang
informed. Col. ii. y5. Having fpoiled principalities,
and powers, he jnade o ﬂrw of them openly, trs-
8 mplnno over them, _ i

‘Third, T fhall take notice of the extenfiven=(s of
! powtr, and authanty, this heavenly tvarrior is
¢i= thed with, And by fpecial grant of his and
our Father, heis vefted with authority over all thof:
.l e of angcls that ftand around the igh imperial
s rone of God; himfelf fxys fo much, when he fayf,
ol power 1 Heaven s given him. ‘And when he
publicly took the field, againft all the corabin~d
powers of hell and earth all shofe hofts of angels
were commanded to \w:fl.lp him, Feb. 1. 6. and
Koy, ., b, 12, 13, }Vhere llu.,} fall down befors
Wi, wnd taitaly aferibe all glory and louour o hives

L}
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and inIfiah, vi. 1, 2, &c¢. there we (ec,that hns train
filled sl the temple, and proclaim the honoilrs ot
his vencrable name, as Lord of*lords, &c. and Pfal.

Ixviii." 19. his chariots ‘are twenty thoufand even
thoufands of angels all oF whom are now confirmed

by hlm.

But not only are the heavenly hofts: under his.
~authority, and fent forth by him; as minifiring {piits’
"upen efpecial fervice to the chu:cn burt alfo, all the
rebel hofts of fallen f irits are under his 10ﬁrammg_
and" comroulmg authonty and power; . Le -bound
them in chains, upon‘their. ﬁ]i't rebellion. againft himr,’
as their natural Lord, agamﬂ whom they. had reLel-
led; and now as Mcdrator he has a right to rule ovs
‘them asa conqucrur “moreover if ‘we advcrt witlh a
__bcl:evmg mind, to Pfal. viii.. per tot, and to 11t.
Cor. xv. 16, 7 There we “will moft ‘clearly- fee
that there is nothmg exempt ‘from his divine domt—__
nion- and government, ' which extends to all ) men orc
earth, of whatever rank they are,or plac\. the occupy;
forme of ‘whom he in; theday of his power pardens,
purifies, and” plote&s from all thelr veterate foes,
others he reftrains and .conquers, and holds by the
hand of his power, and will continue to do 7, until
he has brought his church off the field of battie, with
difplayed - banners. " This divine - ‘dominion and
headthip, 1s-a reﬂmg place for the weary, a covert
from every: ftorm;’ and the fhadow that covers his
conquering army, here all their freth fprings are
opened, and conflart fireamns are running down to
@ refrefhh them, until the vi¢tory be compleated on
the fummit of Armegeddon.

But not only all men, whether goad or bad; but
all thmgs all provndences are directed by l:im, and
he will make all things work together,for the 0“ood of
all fuch as love his blefled name; and to this purpr:tt
we find in this fame book of the revelation, that all
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the promifes, that are fa:d to be in him - yea, -and
amengare all concenteréd in_ the final deftruction of.
Mohametan antichrift, in. the eaft; and ‘the fon. of
perdition in the weft, and a ﬂnkmg,dnd atranﬁatmg_’
ail things, into a furthcrmg his_conquefts every
where, antil not an’ ‘enemy. be” feen-more, and the-
whole earth be filled with his glory Bleﬁ'ed ‘will
they ‘be, who will be found waiting and watchmg,
for the ac:(:ompllihm':lr thefe events, |

‘Fourth, T would:crave leave to take notice, of the
partlcu]ar ﬁxture of thofe royal-and divine titles he
‘1§ invefted with, Lord of*lords, 4ndKing of kings;
there is'a double infcription of them, firft on_ his.
thigh, and then on his vefture;: the doublmg of this
fignificant writing, may he for the greater certainty,
or that. the one an his vefture, may. be declarative of:
that extenfive ‘power he has in Heaven, and the other
-on his thigh, may be indicative of his power in and.
over earthly ‘objefts; or. perhaps the one may fignify
his ample domlmon over kingdoms, and thofe wha
rule them, and the other may be defcriptive of that
headfhip and dominion, he has over the church and.
all thmxrq on the hurches "account;’ and both to-
gether dlfcovexs ¢lzarly ‘to. the unprejudiced- mind,
the grcztnefs.of, his royal authonty 5 hence. he fay.,-.-
under the cham,cfter of wifdom. . Prov. viii. 15, 16.
By me kings reign, and princes decree juftice. By
me princes rule and nobles, evan all tlie Judges of
the earth, 7. ¢, either Wlth his approbanon, as a
blefiing to ‘mankind,- or by his permifiion, as a
chaltifing rod to pun*ﬁ a backihdmg people. g

‘Moreover, we may by ftrickly adverting to-this
fignificant motto he wears, clearly, difcern the caufes
of his undertaking this war, againft all thofe com-
bined priwers of hell and carth it is all included in
this figpificant charaéter, Lord of lords, and King of
Kings, which anfwers exactly to that all-poxxcr Lie is
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cloathed with, Eph. ‘1. .21, 22. This divipe charac--
ter, as the ]cws fay of the name Jehovah, itisa te--
tragramaton, no man may. afflume that name, but at
the expence .of. blaf phemy; andI add, that it -was:
nothing but .an:- affummg of thofe: facred titles, by
the t tyrants in the eaft and weft; that conftituted the:
names of blafphemy. worn: by the beaft, .that John-
faw anﬁng out-of : the fea; or from the great com=
motions among ‘men on earth .to whom: the dragon
gave his feat and power, and whom, ecclefialtic and”
givi] tyrants, have been aiding and afliting in all
ages, on which account this.fupreme- Lord tdkes the
field, without kings or princes with his chofen army,
and will deftroy-them with the breath of his mouth,
and the. -brightnefs of his coming. _Let us hear his
own words. " Deut. - XXxii. 41,742 ¢ If T whet my-
‘- glittering - {word, and- mine hand take hold on

_pudgment I w1ll render vengance to mine ene-
¢ migs, and I will reward thern that hate me,”

e

o
“ T will make mine arrows drunk - with blcod;.
‘¢ (and my {word fhall devour flefh,) and that W1th
< “theé blood of ‘the flain, and of the captives , from
45 the begmnmu of - the revenges-upon the enemy o

Finally, beﬁdes tile, title or name, he is invefted
with - all other - prerogatlves “and - royaltles pecul:ar
anid propér to him ‘who is higher than the kings of
any land he has an incomparable throne, called
Heb. iv. 14, 3 throne ‘of grace; from which he
never threatened the humble petmoner with death or
banithment for afking a redrefs of grievances, either .
‘national or perfonal, and this throne will continue
open for ever, until the end of this long: war; to all
his humble petitioners he has alfo a golden {ceptre
to reach out to all his faithful warriors, and a rod of
iron to break to pieces all his enemies; he has a
kmgdom given him of which he is fupxcmc Lord, he
has ali his armies in battle order, ready at a moments
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warning to march forward, and fiot one to break’
rank, to ftorm the ftrong walls of the God of “this’
world feated in the midft-of bis eaftetn and weftern:
allies..- He has alfo tribute given him by ‘all his
angehc hoft, and the fpirits of - the juft made perfect,:
through the blood of - the Lamb, and the word of their
teftimony ; . yea, in the affemblies of his Saints, they "
raife him; in-dwellings of the rightéous,. they fing -
joyfully to ‘the ‘rock of their falvation; he has not-
only one, but many crowns; all fet- upon his head;
cvcry new c.onquc[’c gams h n: a-new . croWn, and"—

.....

Let us by Fatth go forth and hchold tlns heavenly
warrior,at the head of hisarmies in Hea\ en and earth,
and hear his blefled voice faying to every fa:lhfu[;
foldier, in ‘the caufe of truth be faithful unto the.
death, and I will ; give you a_crown of life; and to:
every enemy he fays, tremble before me,l have oW =~
eyer to caft’ foul and body into hell Ican kl“ and I
canfave alives ~on

" This tranfient ghmpfe of ‘the tg,qnfcendcnt glory-._-

of .this mighty King,_ wfuch we have a httlc uny eiledy:
eonduts us to, oo

' Thc third head fo fhew how he obtams vn&ory ,
wuh menuomng fome of thc t:mes “he. has alrcfxdy,
done {o.

Firlt, We ob{'crve, he obtainis victory in the moft
uncxpcé’ccd way, no man could without dire¢t at-
tention to divine revelation, underftand. his method:
of conqueft, and gaining of viCtory ; and-the very-
way that all along, fince the firft declaration of war
was ifflued out, now more than five thoufund years:
ago; his method has uniformly been, to declare
peace, wherever heereted his royal ftandard, Hear-
we ought to hear in our minds, as a point, nenther to-
be doubted ner difputed; that he may without iu-
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vafion of territory, or the affumption of anothers
right, he may, I fay, introduce his gofpel into any
kingdom or country on earth. Seeing he by whom
all worlds were made, and on- whom they all have
a natural dependence, has promifed to this divine
warrior, Pfal. ii. 8, 9. I will give thee the heathen
for thine mhentancc and the uttermoft parts of the
‘earth for they poﬁ'eﬁion And himfelf joyfully de-
clares this much, Pfal. xviii. 43. Thou hafl‘dchvered
‘me from the ﬁnvmgs of the people, and thou haft
made me the head of the heathen, a people whom I
have not known fhall ferve me. Though the hiftory
of the world fully thews, that he never erected hxs
royal ftandard in any country, but there was great
alarm taken, and oppofition. fhewn ; neverthelefs the
very firft thmg he does, is to hanor out the white
flag of peace to all nauons faying to them, ¢ Look
“*“ unto me, and be faved, " and as the prophet faid
‘when he came to anoint.David, as Ifracl’s king,
¢ Peaceably am I come” in like manncr he proclaims
pardon to all who will lay down the weapons of
_their rebdhon, many fuch he makes a willing enplc
in the day of his power, and difarms thiern of all
their military, and malicious defigns; againft himfelf; -
and difolves the relation between them and fuch as
‘they were formerly conected with, namely the God
of this world, and he leads them to the aofpel
armoury, and there accouters them fuily, for new
work and warfare they are called 10. Epa. vi. 11,
12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. And inall this' diviz e
panoplia, let it be obfcrved there is noarmour pro-
vided for the back of the LOW'U‘\‘ who deferts the
caufe of truth and liberry, becaufe of fome apparont
danger,

Second, He overcomes in purfuance of, and by
way of accomplithing a divine ¢ unmlllwn, lodged
with kim a2s an efpecrsl twruft, Pl xtv. 3, 4, &



( 32 .)

“There the charge is, gird thy fword on thy ‘thigh,
O, moft mighty; with' thy glory and- majefty, thy
-noht hand fhall inftru& thee in things, that are fear-
'ful and thine arrows fhall-enter into the hearts ‘of
the king’s enemies, and in Rev. xix. 11. ]ohn fays,
he faw Heaven opened and-a .white horfe- and he
that fet upon him; ‘was- faithful and true; and  in
Fighteoulnefs he doth judge, and " make “war, his
head has many crowns;-and his military drefs is a
wveftare dipt in blood, and his warliké ‘name is the
~word ‘of God, -and all the armiés-in heaven follow
him, cloathed n- wlme whlch 15 mdtcatwe of two
;IhanS, firft, their-innpéence; as-to any _]u& provoca-
"tton, given to their crael foes, to have all -their fury
poured out againft them; as the hiftory of all ‘ages
does, abundantly prove to have been: ‘the cafe.
_Second 1t fhews the: rwhteoufnefs of the caufe, they
are engaged in;along: w1th this heavenly commandcr,
who holds a rod of" ifon with which he will dafh to
pieces his conibined foes :- his holding this ironrod,.
is declarative of his-abfolute right, to execute all
the penalties written in {cripture,againft thofe eaf-

ern and weftern tyrants, who have deluged the
‘earth, with the-blood of his faints, and faithful fer-
vants; he has alfo a fword that goes out of his
n*outh and with this will he fight, with them until
ke overcome; hence fays the pr0phct Ifiah. xxv,.
10. And in-tnis mountain fhall ‘the hand of this
mighty one reft, when Moab fhall be troden down
under him, even fraw is troden down for.the

dunghill.

Third, He overcomes all his adverfaries, in n way
that may appear very unlikely to human obfervation,
when both himfclf, and thole who arc along with
him in this jong war, (where thére has never yet
been a truce) are compared to one of the moft feeble
and helpiets reptiles,zven asa worm, and yet worm,
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\Jacab is to threfh the mountains, and beat them
“as fmall as the duft, in the ﬁlmmer threfhing floor;
yea, and with an m{hument that will be made ef-
fectual for that end, even the fame that was made
ufe of.in the Iatter and type, Jofh. vi. per ssf,
even the blowmcr oframshorns which on the feventh
day after they. had Juft accomphfhcd their laft circulr,
“around Jeticho, 2 frontier town in the land ot pro-
‘mile, about {even miles” from Jordan: and in ‘Fieb.

Xi.30, it is faid, by faith thefe walls were Brouzht

down after they were compaffed feven days; in like
-manner when the Lord’s faithful miaifters have ac-
“complifhed their laft walk about the wallsof eaftera

and weftern antichrift,: blowing the great  trumper
-oF falvation; with thelr heavcnly clmmplon at their
“head, and hlS armies.in’ Heaven on. their -rereward,
“they will accomplifh a. fignal' vi€tery; until the
walls.of Babylon: fall down to arife no more. Tha:
is truely the way. and method he obtains a victery, }
and overcomes-his cruel combined foes; hence fays
_the apoftle, this is..the vi&ory that: overcoraes tie
"world -even our faith: by-this: method: adopted in his
own infinite wuélom lie‘overcomes, and will break
to pieces: every: fecret plot, ~and overturn all their
counfel, .and contrivances.. E\'cry ink in the chain
of " their'cDg\_duanon he will break ; “hence, fays the
prophet.. Dan. .vi. 24, 25, 26, - The ten horns
which he faw in vifion, are ten lqn.c_{'s and one thall
arife after them, who fhall {ubdue three kings, and
fhall (peak great words again® the moft high, and
endeavour to change times and laws, &

But his deftruction is determined upon, for the
judgment (hall fit, and they fhall take away hiskirg-
dom, to confume and to deftroy it unto the (nd
Yea, the litt]e ftone cut out of the mountain, withuut
hands,thall break to pieces all thofe combinations ot
kings, with all their armics, and gain a com-
pleat vickary over them, by blowing the great tram-
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pet of falvation. - Huappy, bappy are the; who
have the opened ear of faith, to hcar the bleffed re-
port of tlns victory.

Sourth, Ee overcomes them, by the inftrumentaiity
OF.a:‘?e.lq lie that is: Lord of lﬁrds arnd King of
kings; publithss his royal “orders, from “his holy
temple; and behold, feven angels deplrrs from this
temple, cloathed in whizeand.clean linen, and hav-
ing their . breafts ‘girded with Oolmn girdies ;-
and in. obedience to his. royal orcers; they talxe up
feven golden: vials-full “of ‘the. wrath of -God, i who
Ineth ﬂ)r ever, and ever ;_ and: their: mﬁruclions ‘are
T0 pour out: thofe vials, .on the.:féven “conftitutent.
parts of the dominions "of thofe combined powers,
fet out againft.the Lamb, and. his chofenarmy ; and
1t is worthy of our obl\.rvanon avho they-are  that
are honoured to be wnnﬂfﬁ:s to-this admirable con-

quett. They -are fuch.as-‘had gotten the w&ory
over the: br-aff, and <over his 1mage, and. over his
marlx, and over, the number of-his .name; . thefe
flands upon a fea of glafs, mingled with ﬁr@, and
they tune their harps,while thofe angels advance for-
ward, cnd pour ont their vials in Order. '

Phe firft pours bis viaJ on the eqrth that:is, thofc
particulat judgments were peured out’ on the admlrcfs.-
‘of the bexft,and his formidable allies; an%vcry proba-
bly may refer tothe year ejght hundred and thirty-fix,
and continued unul the ‘year nine- hundrcd a.nd
eighty-eight, or nine; which occupied a period of. a2
bout one hundred and fitty-two years.

The (u.ond angel fucn,eeds the former, and _pours
ot his vial ‘on the fea, whereby it became as the
blood of a dead man whu.hmftantly becomes putrid.
And.this very probably may refer to the great ded
fiructions, that were exceuted on the weftern empire,
by the caftern one; commencing about the year one
thoufand and [mty, and conunuing untl eleven
Foandred and pinery,
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The third unﬂ‘él Jppfoachec and paiLrs out his

vml on the 11»(,rs 7. ¢.. on thofe miflionaries, ¥ho cir-

yied far abroqd the abommablc docnrn:_} of ali-
thhllﬂ in the twclfth,\and thirteenth centurics.

© The fourth marches out,. and pours Lis vial on
'the fup, 1. 2. declarative oF thofe defolating judg-
nients was o{ecutgd on antichrift, when the conteft
ran high,, betwéen the caftern, and weltern empires;
-and the eattern oné was "umecl in Europe,in the ycat
1378, and continued £0 1§30, a peried of onc hun-
dred and fiftj-one years; all wlmn time he was con-
quermOr his cruel foes -~ :

“The ﬁFth poes forth and p‘ows Lisivial on the
'.jfcar of .the bca{t ‘which feems to direCtus to the
.begmnmg of the rel’oxmatmn in Germ ny,and many
other ftates of Europe,from the year ‘1 560, uatil the
- year 1650. Iapprchend our hearts ought to rejoice
~at the admirable train of vitories, accornphﬂ*ed
* “through the ftates of Euxope in’ Lhat 1p~.ce of about
‘niinety years. i .

 The. ﬁxth :mrrﬂl pours -oiit Ius na] on the river
-l:uphratcs lat began where the: other ended, when
a begun reformatlon, however interupted b} the
.~ tyrants of Europe yet that fpmt dld arife {uperior to
“all terrors, and will operate unti} princes and people
fall off from-antichritt,in the eaft and weft,unti! that
river be dried up,and the Jews be broucrhtam ~which
from an attentive view of the propheues, and. the
providences of God, we are not withoit fome good
reafon to believe, may be about r850; oraccarding
to others, 1866 Yyears,

The feventh angel poured out his vial, on the
air; that is, cminently on the God of this world,
fliled the prince and power of the air, when he thall:
be reftrained from difturbing the church in tho ;

manner horetofore and hie victarnione armav thall- bk e’
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fland a f{even years campaign in anaan,,untﬂ

they had obtfuned a peaceab]e pofﬁeﬁxon for their

bretlhren; “then they were honourably dlfcharged
from thc horrors of war,

In like manner, about th:s time, thlS heavenly .
Champlon will fay t6 his faithful army, as’ ]ofhua
Jofh. xxii. 3, 4.- Ye have not “left” your.
btemren thefe many days, unto this day. Now the
Lord your God, hath given reft unto your brethren,
as he prom:fed them; therefore now Tteturn ye to
’)cmr ‘tents, reft under your . vine, . and -fig-tree, - for
none fhall make you afraid. 1 b"'g leave. to fubjom
a remark here, taken from a concife: writer; on the
vials pvbhf’ned in. the vear ajor. * Thl§_ writer,
dates the pouring out ot the. firft-vial, as® lpw 33
v516, and continued until. 1566 whe,n Zui

nOhus_
~and Luther, began the refm mation-in Europe.

The fecond toon upa penod from 1566 16 16'17,
during which'time, varicus Jt dc*mmts Wers ponred
down on thofe mmbmed enemies:”

-

The third, vial.is poured out ﬂom 1617 i
"1640, a penod of ‘about’ thut\, <one ‘i._-yea*'s' g 'i’Ff
when' fignal’ Judgmems were “poured= dowiy SRR
’ucnr;ﬂ bv {ome ploteﬁant {t‘ueb,'_és mﬂrz,un::n*s in
the hands of pxovxdcnce T :_-

L '._

The fourth was pourcdout rlom about th year 1048
and was poured on the:fun, i..e . when'fome chief fup
porters. of antichrift;  were.. to be overthrown and'
that about the year. 1793 .0r 1794, which. muft. be
the French menarchs, who ufed to- take the {un for
their cmblmn, wuh tlns motto, 5 e pluridus,
mpar,’

In the. yc—:ap 55 the haughty 1elate of Rome
“-was exalted higher: thatl ever, by Juftinianslcaving

vy,

e ]

MMy Danpnr I'i pruvrIneG. Pubhfhcd a dilcourle. cn the
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to his difpofal, all the conquered provinces oF Italy;
and if we add to 552, 1260, it will bring down our
reckoning to 1812,which accordmg to pr0phencal ac~
countis direCtly 1794.

I leave. the teader to gratify his curiofity, in-look-
ing into the. authors work,. on thofe vials yet.-to be
poured ont nntll the happy Millennium arifes.

We cannot avoid conc]udmg this review, of his
conquering, ‘and’ gaining victory by the. mﬁrumm-
tality of gngels, without noticing that triumphant
{ong,though-called a prayer,mentioned, Heb. 1. per
‘zot. W here. the prophet rcmarks ‘how this heavenly
‘conqueror marches out ffom” I‘eman ~-and -muunt
Paran, riding upon his horfes;jand charlots of . falva-
‘tion.: The {un and-‘mocn ﬁand ftill, in “their ‘habi-
1tation, at. the light of his arrows, and the fhmxnoh'
of his glittering: {pear, whenhe went 1o wound- the'
‘Head,s out: of:the houfe,of “the wicked,. or difcovered
;thefj_"'_f'-'- dations. to:thewneck. W hen he cometh up
unge the proplé of “his. anger,: he-will not only invade
them with his’ tr00ps but ml] overcome themy; .an
all thefe accounts,” let us JO]II trembling with  our
mirth,and fay Jet us be Joyful n our God, md o']ad n
tLe Cod cf om falvatzon CETI

FJth He Overcomes. thoie combmed armies, and\
the'r mahmous leaders, by the jointaid, and. inftru-
menmllt), of the whole lower ¢creation; from var-
rions quarters of thofe large dominions, he can collect
an army, -prepared to accomplifh bis defigus this
way. Let us only turn our attentionfor a moment,
to that important queftion he -puts to {fuffering. Job.
Chup. xxxviil. 22, 23.° Haft thou entered mnto the
“ qreafures of the {fnow? or hait thoufeenthe treafn-
¢ 1es of the hail? which T have referved againtt thc

¢ tlHl(‘ r)f trouble, againft the day of battle and
e ey



¢ Joel. ii. 10, 11. The earth fhall mkc bﬂtom
<¢"them, the heavens fhall tremble, the fun and moon
«¢ fhall be dark, and the ftars thall withdraw their
€ 51’hmmg And the Lotd ﬂlali utierhis voice bﬂ[ore
¢¢ his army, for his' camp is very great; for he is
#¢ ftrong that executeth his wrath, &c.: ‘yed -the
<¢ caterpillar, and the pqlmer worim, are: faid 0 bc
¢ his great army, v. 25. |

Rev. xvi.. 18, 21. There were voices, and
thunders, and llghtmngs and great earth quakes
‘and ‘great hail coming ouit of Heaven, yea ftormy
J_wmds famines, peﬁllences and mlldews All thefe
-are ready, at a moment’s warning, to execute. his
~orders, . deftroying all thofe cornbmed hafts ; the
._artlllery from above will be opened upon them, and
-all nature will fend their aid to accomplifh this work
not that he needs their afliftance, for he could deftroy
them in a. moment, and caufe them to- fink, like
lead in the mlghty waters, as he did Pharaoh’s
hofts, and chanots of- War E_xod, XY. x, 258y

4 5+

But he choofes to put honour upon the lower crea-
tion,in the accomplithing the deftruction of his cruel
fQes, “there will be noifome and grievous fores,inflicted
upon ‘the very bodies of thofe men wha have
worfhipped the beaft’s image, or carried his mark;
worms will eat up the proud Herods. Frogs and
lice will alarma haughty and tyrannical Pharaoh, and
all the plagues in the word of God will be- col]ed:cd
and poured down upon great Babylon, with all her
warlike hofts ; when thé moment of her deftruction
comes into remembrance before the Lord of lords,
and King of kings.

"T'han will be revived that ancient fong, recorded
in the above-cited xv. Exod. Where it is faid that
Mafes, and the children of Ifrael fung this fong te
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the Lord; and itis very obfervable, that many words
in this 1ono are put in the future tenfe, thereby de-
notmg the revwal of this fong, in the final deftruc-.
tion of thofe combined armies, who' carries on war
againft the Lamb and his chofen army; ‘yea the firft
verb in this chapter is fo put. Xgfber, they fang,
literally is, ‘they.fhall, or wrll fing; when the hour
of - his- Judgment is come, than will this fong be
fweetly fung, and it will be called the {ong of .IMofes,

and the fong of the Lamb. And thereis a rcafon
afligned for all this in the xi. Pfal, 6, 7 verfes. He
will rain fnares, fire, brimftone, and an horrible
tempett, upon tho{'e combined .enemies ; -and that
becaufe he 1s a rrghtcous Lord, and a lover of ngh-
teoufnefs, -and that he may look with'a loving coun-
tenance, upon that army who are:along with him i
this war,,and will-be fharers of theviftory.

Sixth, Firially he obtams conqt.eﬁ and. OVercomes.
all thofe malicious enemies, in a very openand public.
manner; and {fometimes more privately; fometimes
he will tear:his enemies to pieces’asa lion, when
none can‘deliver out-of his hand; and fometimes he
will do fo, by being as a moth, to eat them up fec-
retly and filently ; fome he conguers by fnatching
‘the as brands out of the burning, in the day of his
,dfvmc povmr

And parucularly, as we read, Rev. xvii, 16,
There we find; he will fecretly put it into the hearts
of thofe powers, who have agreed to give their king-
Jdom unto the beaft until his word be fulfilled; then
will he turn their hearts againft that combmatnon,
and they will bate the whore, and make her defolate
and naked, and eather ﬂcih, and burn her with fire,
i. . whea he will kingdoms, and nations,
to hate the idolatry of Rome and Conflantinople;
and completely deftroy their idol, and image worthip,
andfome v hot this way 1o Jately deney and will he
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further carried on, unul the whole fyftem of their:
tyranny and corruption be ground to powder. Mate.
xxI. 44. On'whomfoever this ftone will fall, it will
grind them to powder. The fecond branch of this
'head was to mention fome of the times He has
\]reqdy obtamed a w&ory, over his mal:cnous
{oes. o

-1ft. He mc.y w:th the utmoft propnety, be f'ald to
kave done fo, fubftantially; and fundamentally, i
&t ﬁ‘:t engagment, intimated to the world: for about.
4000-years; . and thatawithout the gates of Jerufalem;
‘when Zech. xiii. 7. “Was ‘accomplithed-upon: him,
the fword was. drawn: out agami’c him, from- above-
and below ; then was Jacob’s-words fulﬁlled Gen.
%X, 19. of his fon ‘Gad, a troop fhall overcome
him, but he fhall be overcome at lafts: this was mof:
certainly true of this heavenly warrior, he appeared
fora little, to be overcome; but he arofe.again glori-
'euﬂy trmmphant*'m his “refurrection, dracrgmp’ at
1is>chariot: wheels all s foes, ~as monuments of his
mnquenncr power, and. that in_the view of both
vorlds. In relation .to that fubje@, your inay nd
{fome rer“arkable queﬁ:ons, put by the prophct Ifiah.
€hap. Ixii. 1,2,73,.4.7 Who 18" this that” cometh
fiomEdom, 40 .d from Bozra with” died garme’?’ts‘?‘”
wherefore zre thou..red in. thine appa’re] and thy
aimt:nt‘“:l lm;‘nm ‘that treadeth i in’the wine fat,

e

Unun IhlS never forcrotten day- the day of hlS
'rcfvntwﬁn h*" full anfwers all theﬁ_ qu@ﬂlons,
Taying, 1 thit fp=ak in r1ghtcoufnefs am'mighty to
fave; 1have troden the wine-prefs alone, T will tread
thmn in mitie anger, and trample them in my fury,
znd their blood fhall - be fprink led upon my: gar-
ments, and | will ftaic all my raiment, for the day
ot verigeance is in mine hearr, and the year of iny
redeemed 1s come, this was the time when Kings' go
cut to battle; and hicre he trod down lis adverfases
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in his anger,, and make them drunk in 1115 fury;
here it was that he brouoht down their ftrong holds ;

here it was he gave an irrecoverable. wound to the
heéad of all thofe combined ‘powers, never, never,
to. __be: healed. Of all this John received a refrefhmg
difcovery, while 1n a ftate of banithment; and he
fays in this book of the Rev. xix. 12, 13, 14, 15,
16. . His eyes {parkle with- divine omnifcience, on
his head are many crowns, and he had a nams writ-
ten that no man knew but lie himfelf; his vefture is
dipt in blood, and he commands his fpecnal ‘meflen-
gers, to come and gather together the detached parts
of his army, to come to the fupper of the great
God. And a wonderful banquet is provided for them
in this chapter. Now was thofc remarkable words ful-
filled, Pial. cx. 5, 6, 7. The Lord at the right
hand, fhal] ftrike through kings in the day of Hhrs
wrath He fhall judge among the heathen, he thall

fill the places with dead bodies, he fhall wound the
heads over many countries, He fhall drink of the
brook in the way, therefore thall he lift up the head.

Second He al['o overcame his cruel foes, when he
raifed a chofen army-.of witnefles, in ‘the fifteenth
and fixteenth centuries, who boldly “and valiantly
difplayed a banner for reformauon in a very public
mainer, and in the fice of that whole cbmbined | in-
tereft; ‘ot ‘didl thole intrepid heroes ceafe in ma
parts i the contm‘“nt of Europe, and alfo in thoie
ifles of the fea, to proclaim the Lamb’s victories:
they alfo obtdmed victory, themfelves through the
blood of the Lamb, and the'word of their teftimony;
yex, like Elijab, many of them mounted upwards,
inthe fiery chariot of martyrdom, and the day was
all their own. O, the triumphs of honour, and the
anthems of praife, that have been {ung to the ho-
nour of God, and the Lamb lloug)h nany” pro-
vinces of Cnrmdny, the Low Countries, and cver

i
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tbmuoh Britain and Ireaand at the vitories that

_"trended their movements, thelr cnemles fled before
‘them.

- T'hey aflembled hofts, faw this, and was troubled ;
fear toak hold upon tlmn, and thmr pain was great,
‘when he dzhppomted their crael combinations; the
facred temple ot reformation then erected, contains

zmple c’lfcmuncs of thole viQwories, recorded in the
b\,(,l«. of the wars of the Lord, and laid up here for
furure generation, to read and rejoice in: thofe con-
queits lie then dld obtain.

Thi:d,Give me leave to add,that the confummating
of zli is referved forth at memorable time, when wel-
tern antichiit, by the aflitance of his eaftern and
‘wetern: allies, will collect all theirarmies together,
to Armageddon; a place where there will be thc
moft dreadful and powerful confpiracy formed,
attempt a reduction of thofe kingdoms and coumnes
that have dcftroyed thetents of thofe-wicked men;
and as this is the finithing of the_war, it will be the
‘moft awful place of carnage and bloodfhedding ever
heard of before; the blood will flow to the highth of
the horfe br:dleq for the fpace of 1600 furlongs

Very probabh the word Armageddon may con-
vey fomeimportant ideas of this awful battle; it
1S a Cr)mpoun(.cd Hebrew word ot Harma, wln(,h
ignifies a - curfe, and alfo a flaughter, and Gedon,
or according to others Gedoni, which fignifies, an
army, or thar army; and when both parts are con-
fydired wogether, might be thus tranflated, a flaugh-
ter upon their accurfcd: armies. And if we may
credit a fate famcus writer, who fays, that from the
city of Rome to the ntmoft mouth of the nver Po,
i ltaly, Js 200 Italian miles, which s exactly
1 CO0 lu:]cmtm. we might without any forced con-
Aruction, allow that this willbe the place wheve their
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wretched' troops will De colle@éd; when they fhall
be finally-deftroyed ; and that as to “all their eccl efiaf-
tical, and temporal dominations, this memorable
field of battle, wiil run-with blood here the fword
of this he?a.venlv warrior wil! be ﬁll“dﬁ&:th blood.
4t will come down upon the people of}dumea the
people of his curfe, and his Judgrncnt *

For this Lord of lordu, has a gxefzr facrifice in
Bozra, and a great flaughter in Idumea‘. ihah,. xxxiv,

D$.6 7a.'

Of all "this never to be forgotten viltery, (now
faft coming on) not only the fun ‘and moon will be
‘witnefles, as they were when Jofhua: fought - the wars
of his” Go:l in Canaan ; But the angels &bov “will
tune hlgh their. I~arps when the church mllttant'
marches home with dlfpl yed banners, then they
may it under their vine and fig-tree, as there wxl!
_\be none to make them’ afraid any more.

Ed go. forward now, to explain the character nd
_.quallﬁcat:ons of l;hofe who will be fharers in' the’
Lamb’s victories, and fhall be-confined to the terins
and ldeas contamed n thc text,

Firft, Thc}yiare called.ones. Never any one was
wrlhng, in, and of themfel¥es, to enter the divine
fervice, and go thmugh the toils of war, under the
command of “this heavenly King, who is ﬁrong ard
mighty in battle; for -all men are by nature chil-
dren of wrath, and “enemies by wicked works.
But this divire champion, fends out men of like
paﬁlons with others; and thofe meffengers, goes
Gut in- the dnfpenfanon of the gofpel, and carries
the olive branch of peace in-their hand, and blows
the trumpet of falvation aloud, and fets up the
ftandard of this heavenly warrior, and {ays, who-
ever will be on the Lord’s fide, L.t them draw up

‘I'H"If‘t-l" '11;‘? ”'ﬂllrlﬂt'r“ r—l']‘!r"\f f‘]'r\ nanr ﬂf‘} fl--\n {‘.-\n«,.\
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part, thofe eaftern and weftern powers do; who com-
pels men to take up arms at their call, and.command.
But on. they contrary, they befeech finners to be re-
conciled to God. 2. Cer. v. 20. The greateft re-
bel thev meet with, thelr commiflion runs, to intreat
them to-lay down the weapons of their rebellion ;
and although their fins were lilke crimfon, they fhall
be made like wool or fnow; he does not only ftand
without to call, but he puts in his hand by the hole
of the door, and makes the bowels of the fub_]e&
to be moved for him; many a haughty enemy he
has brought in, in ‘(his way ; and many a proud foe
he has overcome, by this method, and ftript of all
-their malignity, and has made them a willing people ;
in the day when he mufters his armies,- he puts fhoes
on their feet, and a ring on their hand :ayea,cloathes
them with all the armour of God, and thus takes
them into his moft honourable. ferwce

O my fr:ends had we but the eye of falth opened
to fee that 14400 loyal and faithful ones who are
on mount ‘Zion, with their heavenly commander;
and to contcmplate what their flate was, before thls
divine call reached them, they were wretched, mi-
ferable, poor, blind, naked objects; yea, without
God. And now to confider what they are marching
forward, under the command of this King of kings,
and all L]()ched in white; without fcripture mfor-
mation,we would not believe they once all lay among
the pots; but now their wings are covered with
filver, and their feathers with yellow gold. All
this bannered hoft,has their Father’s name written on
their forecheads; thefe were. redecmed from among
men, being the firft fruits unto God and the Lamb;
thefc called ones, fays with a loud voice, fear God,
and give glory to him, for the hour of his Judmnent
is come; and worfhip himt that made Heaven and
earth, and the fea, and the founrains of waters.
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- Second; They are-all cliofen, as well as called;
his ways are not like onr wa}'s,‘, nor his thoughts as
ours, as we read Ifiah. lv. ‘8. We think he thould
.».}ways choofe the tall Ehabs but -we find thatalf
Jefle’s (ohs are-paft by, only the fhepherd youth is
adopted; he chofe twelve poor fithermen, ac-
quainted with no language but their own, he chofe
not the wife men of Greece, ner the. phllo(ophers
and orators of Athens, nor the famous . rabbins
of Jerufalem, but fithermen of Gd“llEL

Thefe were (ent out by him, to carry on the war,
againft. the god of this world, and wam{‘t thofe kmg
d@ins ‘under his dominion, wlao rehl(ed to yield- to -
the 10) al authonty of tlns Kmo of kmrrs -

“"Thefe were not only chofen in C[mft beFore the
foundatzon of ‘the world; but alfo in time they were
cliofen out for =all the purpoﬁ,s and ends he de-.
figned to accomplith by. them as inftruments; his
"wa)s are ‘truly  wonderful- in making this Cthf""_
he“ chofe & per(ecutmg e, and changca him into
a preacher of rlghteoufnefﬁ hereby Jacob’s pro-
pnecy was remarkably y accomplifhed. *Gen. xli¥.
47. Where he -faid- GF Ben_]amm, that he ‘thould
raven dsa wolf in the morning; he fhall devour the
prey; and at nlght he thall divide the fp01l

Thus, this Benjamite did devour i in the rnemmg
of his nme but towards the evening of it, he divid-
ed the f'pmls of this divine warrior, among finners,

among his fellow warriors, _engaored In the fame
honourable caufe. .

He choofes the weak and the foolifth, and by him
are they enabled to confound the great and mighty,

and he brings down many a great mountain, by the’
hands of his chofen Zerubabels.

- He chofe a Jofeph, and fent him to make pro-

[ AU ¢ 1T . .. | IR 1



’ ( 46 )

days of fumine would come on." And when all I{rac]
were difpirited, and duri not fhew their faces before
that proud and haughty Philiftine,: be chofe a young
fhepherd, who w~ith a {ling and’ ‘ftone, foiled that
uncircumcifed enemy. And when his people Iirael,

long groaned under the iron-hand of OpprPﬁlf)n in
Egypt, he chofe a Mofes, to emancipate them-from
their long flavery, and Londué’c thiem to the borders_

—of the land ot promife.

" -Yea, the perfons, the time, the cxrf*um{’cances were
all taken into account, in the making out of his
choice, fo that not a hair can fall from one of their
heads,. unknown to lum; let us attend to his. own
words, Jer. i. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Of Jeremiah, he
faid, beforc he formed him he knew him, and before
he was born, he fanttified him, and ordamed him a
prophet to . the nations, to root out, and to pull
down, and to deﬂroy, and to throw down, and to
build, and to plant; accompanied ‘with the higheft

._degrees of aflurance of fafely, not to a Jercmiah
only,but to every chofen warrior in his army; to each
one he fays, 1 have made thee a defenced city, an
ron pillar, and brazen walls, againft the whole
land, againft the kings of JUddh “and . his princes,

and againft his corrupt hlcrarchy and agamnft all

his enflaving tools, he keeps in pay ; of all thefe, be
not afraid, for Iam with thee, to deliver theq2 (aid
this Lord of lords, and King of kings. -

Third, They are not only chofen ones, who fhall
be fharers in the Lamb’s victories, but they are alfo
faithtul.

Of their heavenly commander, it is {aid, that he
bas truth for the girdle of his reins, and. “faithful-
nefs, for the girdle of his loins; and of this re-
nowned army, he has the command of, it may not
oni bo {aid; that each one of them, refembles the
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foris of kings, but they all refemble this. heavenly

King in faithfulnefs.

When he adopts, and takes any into his {'erwce
he firft makes them ‘willing in the day of his power,
and then he cloathes them . with zeal, as with a gar-
‘ment, and {fays to them, when he fends. them out on
any exPedmon accompained with danger, againft

the god of this world, and thofe combination of

powers, who are aidmg and aflifting him in his moft
malicious war; to his chofen army, fa_\,s this heaven-
ly comman dcr, be faithful unto the death and I wid
give you a crown of life,

What a noble army, what a wonderful cloud of
~witnefles, has he called forth, and-qualified for duty,
for danger? “yea for vi€tory, upon a variety of oc-
cafions, very few of the kingdoms of Europe, but
what can furnifh a large catalogue. Was [ to mention
the Waldenfzs, the Albigenfes, the Piemonais, the
Wiclifites, the Huflites, or the Tabontes, What

.an illuftrious army would they make? and of whom

we might fay truly, ‘they were terrible as an army

with banners; or was I to point out, a fameus Behe-

mian martyr Andreas Poliwha, or a German,
Andreas Carolaftadius, and ‘Ziunglices, or the
poor men of Lyons, and Picardy; I would truly

‘mame wariors of the firft character, who like David’s:

“three chiefs ftood ftedfaft to. the laﬁ when hell and
Rome, were doing their utmoft. "Their heavenly
commander broke the arrows of their bows, their
fhields, their fwords, and the ftout hearted of their
enemics he fpoiled, when his rebuke went forth
againft them.

Or was I to mention, a Latimer, a Hooper, a
Redley, a Sidney, a Ruffe], a H.xmpda.n a Knox, a
Cargill, a Cammeron, or a Renwich, all of whom
vere diftinguifhied iharad'tr*rs in his well chofen army,
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for their invincible bravery, their heroic intrepidity,
and particularly for fidelity; -of all thefe with -maul-
tirudes more, we might truly fay that, Rev, xu. 11.
‘was reaiized; they overcame their enemies by the
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their tefti- -
mony, and they loved not their lives unto the
death.

All thefe were with the Lamb, and-at his call they
‘went forth courageoutly; to [’torm the walls "of anti-
chrift in.the eaft and weft, and faithfully they con-
‘tended for all the divine honours of their renowned
‘head and Lord ; kcepmg @till intheir eye his orders,
“be faithful unto the death, and bearing in their
‘minds the obligations, they volunrarily entered
into, at the moment they entered the divin= fervice ;
namcly, that they were pever to relmqm{h his work
‘nor draw back from his fervice, until they help t
bind fatan; and his eaftern and weftern allies, and
- fee them caﬁ: into the lake of fire; all this nm& and
will .be done, by the mﬂrumentallty of his chofen
and faithful army. *

My friends, let us read with wonder, Heb. xi.
32, 33, 34. All thofe faithful ones through faith,
tubdued kmgdo,ms wrought nghteoufnefs obtain-
éd promifes, ftopped the mouths of lions, quenched
the violence of fire, efcaped the edge of 'the {fword,
waxed valiant in ﬁght turned to. flight the armies
of aliens, though many of them were tortured,
they would not accept deliverance 2t the expence of
renouncing the caufe of truth and liberty.

Here we will fee what thofe have endured,
whom the morning times of perfecution. were {o hot
“or thofe who {uﬁered in the mid-day furnaces, with
fo much fidelity to the honourable caufe. And let
us not imagine, that our noon times are  to be bet-
ter; 1Us through tribulations we are to come off the
field difplaying our banners for his glory,
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Should any fay, with what weapons does his
called and chofen, and faithful army fight! would
anfwer, they are very ftrange, and may be fuch as
provoke laughter from a faithlefs world, when | name
fecret groans, and filent breathings; for better times,
prayers;-tears, “faithful prea.chmg the gofpel, faith-
ful 1n difcipline, and church government , religious
in family, and:in fecret wﬁne(s-bearmg for the Lord
Jefus Chrift, refufing the wages of unrighteoufnefs,
holinefs.in llfe and convcrfatlon. “To which I add,
the example of the ancient Polomans when the
gofpel began to be publicly read in their ‘hearing ;
drew. their. fwords, and faid, in that gofpel was coa--
tained the hfe of thezr fouis and for that would th cy
ﬁght SN ’ h, g AR L S ST ERS S
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We now go't forward to’ mentlon the compieat
‘grounds of aflurance we have, that all fuch as are.
with the Lamb, and falthful to lnm, w111 be Fnarers
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‘Anda “firft. one: I ment:on is. taken from the ﬁn-
gularlty of . the relation he ftands in, to-all his cho{en‘
army, and the peculiar ofﬁces h,. is cloat 1ed with,
re:atlon to them. G . ‘,

No commander on earth can bz faid to ftand. in
fuch relations, or.is vefted with fuch offices as he
is.. He {aid to weeping Mary, go tell my. difciples,
I afcend to my Father, and your Father, to. my God,
and ourGod and he calls them brcrhrm yea, 1S
1ot afhamed to be called their God, for he took not
upon him the nature of angels,. l)ut he taok on m
the feed of Abmhdm yea, he | is not only a brotha:
to all this fighting army, but he is alfo thar father,
for fo fays theapotlle, “T1:b. ii. 12, 13 Foras wif
his children are partakers of flefh and b! wod, he toek
part of the fame, thac he mighe dettroy dwtn, g
lim that had the power of at, the devil,
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In other cafts, other commanders never fee, per-
haps, all their men, and m,my of their names they
Know not; but he }1'15 all their names of his chofen
ones on h]S breaft- platg, ‘and engraven on the palms
of bis hands; he is:the prime heir, and tﬂCj are Co-
heirs with hlm

And were we to reafon this a little in way of
analogy, we might fay, furely no.noble warrior, who
had nfqued his’ own kfe, in conjunétion wnth the
braveft ttoops, and tbey under his command, had
behaved moft gallantly inthe moft dangerous. enter-
prizes, in fuch a cafe we fay, they would not be un-
willing, -fuch worthy .ones fhould have a reward
when thefe toils were over. If they refufing fuch pe-
wards, would be accounted among men the moft bafe
the rnoft dithonourable 5 furely he who has. done

ell things well,-and has. lald it down, as a' fweet and
foul-fatista &ory principle all things are yours;
he that overccmes fhall inherit all things; there
can be no ground to doubt his relations, or his _ofﬁccs,
or his words, but they will be fharers in all his
victories. " .

The fecond gtound\i\mennon is contained in, and
arifes from-his Father’s.'grant of conqueft to hin.
Heb. i, 13. comp. with Heb, x. 13. Where we
find it is promifed to this heavenly commander, that
all his enemies fhall be made his foot-ftool; and he
is expecting all this now in his glorified ftate, Let
us rccolle€t that it is faid, that heaven and earth
may, and will pafs away, but one word (poken unto
this divine warrior will not fail. This is but a part of
the covenant that was betwixt them both, from ever-
Jafling; be fulfillcd the promifes he made to his
J athtrun tdf[h, in his doing and fufte rmg‘ and now
bis Father is to fulfil promifes to him in heaven, and
to his chofen army on earth, lnm(elf bclng now
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works of the devil on.earth. Itonly now remains.
that his Father’s plomll"es ‘be accompliicd to his

army on earth; he will make his ftroke fall heavy
on the.rere of thcnr arinies, their Front ranks being
broken" down by himfelf alre’ld what more can
faitk demand, or hope look for, to reli ‘with quietne(s
and aﬁ'uranCe ‘that -all - his FaxthFul ones who have
~been with- l'um in “dangers, will enjoy fweetly the
fruits of the victory, and this when his Father and
their Fathier, makes bare hxs arrn aaam(‘c all his and
his. people’s enemtes, . -

Third Ground lmentzo'a thay be taken from a
typical tran(ation, with-its relanon to the antityps,
Mofes faid to _]ofhuah Exod. xvii, 9, 10, 11, “12.
Cheofe men,and go to the valrey and fight with Am-
lek; and' T wﬂl ftand on tire top of the Hill with the
1od of God in mine hand; which being doney his
hand was. held up until the going down of the {'un
and all their enemies werc cut to” pl“Ces wrth the
edge ofthe fword., R ! |

When we ob{erve ‘the c:ondu& of this. heavenlv
champion, call:ng, quallfymg, and. commanding his
Jofthuah’s in every generation, and . teaching their
hands to war, and their fingers to fight; and they
leading out thefe armies. of th\, living God, againft
the combined powers of hell and Rome 'md then
confider the exercife of that -heavenly commander
in the inner court above, holding up the rod, 7.e.
his mediatory office, as intérceflor for that valiant
fighting army on carth and {ay what would'we wifh
for more, to affure us of vitory? fay the worft,that
numbers may fall, he will fill their room with otherc-
or fay,that many may turn apoftates? what of that?
one will chafe a thoufand and ten, put ten thoufand
to flight, or that the two wntneﬁ'- will b= {lun.
Three days and an half will produce others as
valiant, Who will torment thofe hofts of cnemies,



[ 52 1

with the teﬂlmony of Jefus they hold in one word,
while there is a faithful contending army on earth
and a prevailing interceffor in heaven, the caufe of
truth; righteoufnefs and llberty muft prevall and
ﬁnally conquer.

Fourth Ground I mention, fhall be taken from the
incomparable perfe&mns of this heavenly command-
er. .I beg leave to lead your meditations to the fol-
lowing; ﬁri’c his power, f{econd . his benevolence
:or good will, third his glory, fourth his promifes.

_His- power is fully adequate - to obtain - a full and
compleat victory, and his good will is now known to
the .._hurch that it will be {fo.” 'The text fays he will
overcome them, and it will tend to the ad_t ancement
of his mediatory glory, that it be {o. :‘And all his
dnme promifes. are conceritered- in thas one point;
‘where every perfeé’non of ‘this King of kings- is
conceived; where every- promife he has given his
army, contains. o lefs than obfolute vi&tory, who
can doubt? all who are fearful and terrified at fhad-
dows, -fhould: rémember ‘Gedion’s f{mall handful,
and fay in_the affuring exercife of faith, feemg 1t is
not by might, nor by power, but by "his fpirit all
this victory will be obtained ; we will doubt no more;
faith here refts upon the rock of ages, againft which
the gates of hell and Rome w:llnever prevail.

Fifth, The laft: ground of faithI mention, may be
taken from the advanced ftate of this victory already
He that deftroyed a proud Pharach and his hofts in
the red fea; gave that Leviathen to be meat to his
people in the wildernefs; from an attentive view of
Nebuchadnezzar’s dlcam, as interpreted by Daniely
it is particularly indicative of this laft ground of
faith: there was an unage appeared, whofe head
was fine gold, ity breafls and arms of filver, its
belly and thighs of brafs, its legs of iron, and the
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feet part]y iron, and partly clay. This golden head"
is the Affyrian empire, founded by Nimrod, that
mighty hunter atter abfolute monarchy ; that early
patron of tyrants, and tyranny.

- The-filver -breafts, and arms is appllcable to the:
Perfian or Medo-perﬁan empire,and the brazen belly
and thighs, is indicative of the Grecian empire, and
the iron legs;and iron:feet and clay intends the Roman-
monarchy. And behold a little ftone cut out of the
mountain without hards,has,ages ago fallen,upon the
-head of gold, and broken it to pieces, and upon
the filver breaft and arms of - the Perfians, and the-
“brazen thighs of the Greeks, and all that remains is-
to brake to pieces, the laft pwrfs of this wenderfal®
image; which this ng of kings began to do very
effeCtually in the two laft. centuries, and the chariet.
wheels of his prowdence is faft carrying on in this
one towards perfedlon scand very probably about
the clofeof: this one, f&me fiifhing ftrokes will be
given; andabout 1818, (I am induced from -many
concuring: c1rcumﬂan€es, which:I.cannot.-here men-
tion) to believe the feat of antichrit in the weft
will be deftroyed; and his mtereft fo much weakened

though:the compleating this: may, as I faid above,:
take. in a. longer period. . Now what we are to look
for,is the conqueft of this laﬁ combination of powers,

fet to preferve thofe 1ron/ legs, and-iron feet; and
clay, which he that has ‘done the greater part, will
alfo do the lefs, for his conquering arm is not fhort-
ned, nor his faithful army yet rcuted, but difplay-
ing ‘their banners on high; for the -1ceomplllhmg [hlb
lait work, we have a multitude of ‘promifes to plead,

and ‘millions of prayers yet to be anfwered by ths
heavenly warrior; to confirm all this, John fays,
Rev, xix, 19. I faw the beaft, and the Kings of the
earth, and their armies gathered together, to make
war againft him that fat on the horfe, and agamnit his
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army. ~And the beaft and the ‘i prophet, and the
nmge-worfhlppcrs were all taken and bound in chains
fironger than brafs, and caften alive into a lake of
fire burning with bnmﬁone and the con['equence is,
that this. viQorious army, are invited to feaf! upon
the fle(h of tyrants, and' their captains, and - théir
horfes; and the banquet will be fo large and liberal,
that ail the fawls of heaven are called to he partakers
Aftes what has been faid,; let us lift up our heads,
for the day of our redemptnon draws nigh, we are
fusnifhed with fuch fweet, and infallible grounds for
our faith, thatall his faithful army will.be partakers
of tlus va&ory, this privelige will be conferred on
thofe whom this heavenly wamos delights to:
konour,

We proceed now to thc appucatzon of this fub-
Je€&, which fhall be donz, by coileéting {ome_ in-
ferences from what has been faid.

Firft, Scemg the .text affures us, that all thofe
cmmbmed powers, will make war with the Lambaad.
his chofen army, as was fhewn in the above illuftra-
tions,then we may infer,and allow ourfelves to be in-
formed of the awful evil-of fin, and the tremen-
éous train of confequences, that accompany and flow
from fin; the great Jehovah faid; to the head of the
rebel hofe.  Gen. iii. 15. [ will put- enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy feed, and her
feed; it fhall bruife thy ‘head, and thou Malt bruife
his heel, -Here the war comm"nccd and has con-
tinued ever fince; how foon did the dreadful truth
take place, whcn wnly an Adam and Eve, lately
cfcaped from Eden, and a Cain and an Abel, fcarcely.
advanced to manhood, conftituted all the human
family, and yef lo! a Cam, a brather, rifes up and
murcz:rs an Abel}, ftains the earth with human blood ;
if fin came by cxamplc, where did this fratncnde,
Jearn the herrid way to murder & younger brothet
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Sin has made man an enemy to God. Rom. ViR,
v. The carnal mind is enmity againft God ; fin has
made one man an enemy to another, has made him
an enemy to himfelf; the deep rooted enmity of the
‘heart, appears in all the greater and leffer circles
-of human fociety; not a kingdom nor country, bat
‘what ‘can produce a multitude of murdering Cains;
not a land nor nation in Europe; but what can ‘fay,,
here lies a martyr for righteoufne{s. In this ftate of
enmity, are we all by nature and praltice, the re-
monfterances of prophets, the warnings given by
apoftles, the reafonings. of philofophers, and ithe
curbs of human laws, are all infufficient to roeot-out
“this enmity, or'to purgé ‘the:world of its fearful con-
fequences, let us read, and moft firmly believe, Rom.
viil. 13. if we’live aftcr the ficth, we fhall die,
-And unlefs we are made new: creatures in Chrift, we
will be accounted as'enemies to God, both lmug and
-..-d’ymg : . 3

Second, Let us be furtlﬁ' informed, feeing =Tl
thofe combmed powers, mentioned in thxs xvit Chap-~
‘ter of the Revelatmns where our text 1s, are {aid to
make war with the Lamb then fee what has been
the exercife and employment of almott all the poten-
‘tates, in the eaftern and weftern worlds, for thef=
feventcen hundred years paft;- efpecially has it not
been one continued round of oppofition to him whe
is Lord of lords, and King of kings.

- The hiﬁory of Europe will furnith us with unde-
rgable documents, of theirafluming the prerogatives,

and royalties of him who is King of kings, and how-
ever they may glory in their titles,of ¢ eldeft fon of
the church,” ‘‘moft chriftrvan kmg,” or ‘‘defender ot
the faith, ’&c. yet under thefe aflumed chara&ers, it
will be found they have,like Judas,betrayed Chrift,

and robbcd hitn of hl“ huuour and glory,and inv adaq

}l‘f. rl'\l ] ll \rr'l ‘ f r i1rvy t" 1o Taaare s o '\
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tion to the laws of this heavenly King, and arrogated

a headfhip over the church, which no morta] on earth
rs qualified for. :

:How unwilling have they been to bow unto, or de-
'clme their dependance on, or accountablenefs to this
Theavenly King;..1n-all 2 'lgF‘S ‘they have taken powers
and exercifed them very unwarrantab]y, againft the
fubjeéts of - Chrilt’s: kingdom, by infringing upon
thofe:libérties, this heavenly King has purchafed for
them.. And . by -monopolizing their fubftancé, and
-wpprefling 1 their confciences, and where. -any | ﬁ:and has
-been: made to oppofe.thofe 0ppreﬂ'1ng tyranis of -the
‘world; - then nothing but the moft unheard of cruel-
ties. exercifed upon ‘them. We [l may they adopt the
words of the plalmift,xliv. Pfal. xxu. For thy fake are
wekilled all the day .long, we are counted as theep
for the ﬂatmhler and urge the prayers found in Ezra.
X, Chapr"--  Even that the great and terrible
God would fhew fome pity, for the:r trouble is great,
becaufe the land he give unto their fathers, to -eat
the fruit thereof,and the good thereof; and thoucrh the
hmd yleldeth much increafe, but on account of therr
fin they are in great dlftref's on account of the 0p-

prcﬁlons thcy labour under.

Third, Seemo the ob_je& agalnﬂ: whom all thofe
combined powers are at war with, is the Lord of
tords, and King of - kmgs then let us- be informed,
that the Lord Jeius.Chnft ‘is . truly poflefled of
*uxercxgntv dominion, and power, not only as God
in comimon with the Farher and blefled bpmt but,
as mediator, ali power in heaven and earth belongs
to hin;. he is the alone plenipotentiary  over all
worlds, he “fully aflerts all this, Rev. i. 18, [am
ie thiit livcth, and was dead; and "behold, I am
alive for ever more Amen. And have the kcys of
bel), and  of cleath,‘and Chap. i, 7. there he is
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faid to thut, and o man can open, and to open, and
no man can fhut. .. .

'What abfurdlty then to limit his mediatory power
and authomy to that department of men, com-
monly called, the vifible church only, and exuludc
him from all other concerns with the lower creation,
éven as’ \IedmtorP contmry to Plal. xviii. 43, 44.
and to Eph. 1. 20, 21, 22, 23. and Plal. - viil, per

&c. And the Fatl1~r JJJgeth no man, but hath
commnted all judgment 1nte the hand of the fon,
with many more exprefs teftimonies to” the fame
‘amount - from all which we miay be infiructed in this
important.point, that.it is by himithat kings reign,
‘and princes decree. Juf’clu,, and. without, aduemng
difeéthy to his law,:on the*part of tha,peo;)l\, in the
Aetting up of rulers W bt‘?‘[h’“f (uprernv* ot fubord:nate,
.and thofe who are fet up adverting, pofitively to that
‘law,.given by him who is King . of kings, in their
Qfﬁcml charaéter; and mraking the advancement of the
divine glory. the ultimate end of their proceedings;
‘bothi the'ralers and ruled, will be. charged with the
‘fqmeerforl{rael 18 charged with, Hof, vii.. 4. lven
a fetting up’ of rulers, but.oot. by him ;. and princes,
and he knew it noty fo as to approve of their deeds
‘and {uch as do fo, are ‘often:lefe to be acurf= to each
other; fuch. rulers wilk-degenerate into uafecling ty-
rants; “and: fuch. pwp‘ e will grow nnt-only difconzent-
ed, but 1o proceed’ to curie ‘their king, and their
God and- loolc upward foriew dCliV@l&d\f it 1s no

wonder fich (ould be found in tha habit of miking
war with the Lamb, and his chofen army.

Fourth, The text and dodtrine gpened to cur view,
gives rife to another article of intormation, though:
all thofe combination of powers do make war wun
the Lamb, they neverthelets will be all overcome; s
hand will find out all “thole encunes, and deltroy
them, he will with that two edgad tword that groes
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out of his mouth, flay the wicked. Thofe who have
aflumed his place, and ufurped his royal prerogatives,
whether in the eatt or weft, or thofe who have tyra-
nized over his chofen army, will find it would have
been better for them they never had been born, than
be expofed to the wrath of God, and the wrath of
the Lamb, which will be pourcd out upon them
without ‘mercy’; their numbers, their agreements
will be no prerogative for thcm, when he comes to
enquire after all the blood they have unjuttly taken
away.

P

Fifth, Again we ray be mformcd of theinfepe-
rabie nature of the relation, fettled and fixed in thc
new coveriant between the churches head, and the
‘members he prefides oven, they areall with hlm i e,
tiey are allunited to him in profeffion,and in aff'eéhon
they have voluntarily furrendered themfelves over to
him, thcy have fingled themfelves out from all his
en leCS they are with him in way of love and
loyaity, in way of duty and dependance of truft
and obedience, and he will. be with them in all their
tryals and dangers and nothing fhall feperate them
as we read, Rom. viii. ult, and Zeph. ni. 17. he
will reft in his love upon them for ever. They muft
fight out the good fight of faith for him, for hlS hon-
our, and his glory ;- and he will abide with them, and
brmg them off conquerors, and more than con-
querors through him that loved them.

Once more. From this fubject be informed of the
reafons why this Lord of lords, and King of kings,
js termed, and that Juftly, a warrior, or is reprefented
io military characters,in this book of the Revelations
in general, and in the words of the text under con-
{ideration, in particular,

“To this divine Lord it does belong alone, to call
{inners of Adam’s family, and not only to <all at
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the door of the ear; but likewife to open the heart
in the day of his power, and make fuch as he thus
calls a willing people, to accept of an offcred fal-
vation. He not only calls them but draws them unto
his Jeremigh’s words, xxxi. 3. may be faid to be
accomphfhed in relation to their cal] and -entrance
into his fervice.

T him alfo all the honeur and glory 1s due; be-
caufe he has at the expence of his moft precions
blood, procured for them all the parts of ‘that armour
of God as it is called, and motft freely beftows the
fame upon them, Whl(..h thcy muft ufe, and be
cloathed with, until the time ‘they come o& the ficld
of war, with all the honours belonging to canquerors,
and overcomers; hence (ays he, Eph. vi. put.
on the whole armour of God, that ye may. be able
to ftand againft the Wlles of the devil, and all his
eruel agcnts |

To thts King of kings it felely does. belong, the
right of inftruéting all fuch as are enlifted in his
fervice, *¢ He teaches their hands t war, and their
fingers to fight; points out to'them not 6nly the
method whereby, but alfo the certainty of over-
coming by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of
their teftunony, according to Rev. xii. 11. This
heavenly kingisalfo an enfign to his chofen army;
as the prophet Ifaiah fays, Chap. xi. 10. He difplays
his banner of love over their heads in the day
of battle,and refolves all their doubts fuch as Ifaiah,
xlix. 24. Shall the prey be taken ‘from the mmhty,
or the lawful captive be delivered ; to which he
g:bllcly anfwers, the captives of the mi, ghty fhall

taken away, a and the prey of the terrible fhall be
delivered; for I will contend with him that con-
tendeth  with thee, and them that opprefs thee,
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fhall be fed with their own flefh, and made . drlmk
with thelr own blood. ~ Unto ths divine [Lord,
belongs to be leader and c.ommander n c;lm:F
that called and chofen ar my’; ‘he leads thcm 011t
\Jgam& the combined powers of hell and = earth,

and fays to them, fland ftili, and fee the falvation of
Goo the €nemies ye have feen o day, ye fhall fee
‘them again no more, for ever. And as {iich he ex-
“ercifes all manner of acts, of tender mercy - to thofe
faithful ores, he proteéts tbem ‘and fays, the {un by
day thall not fmite them, ner yet the moon by night,
“hie“faves them from the {nares of the fowler; “his
\,mgs covers them from the peftilence that walketh
In darkne(s, and the hroad hand. of his provxdencq,
covers them from the arrows of the wicked, and if
they are at any time wounded by the fiery darts of
their enemies, he heals them by the apphccmon of
i leaves of the tree. of "life, and binds up. tbeu‘
wounds moft tenderly; and as if all this was not
enough, he ﬁghts all their battles for thar, and”
cafts their enemies into, the deep fleep of death,-and
calts confufion into all their counfels, and i incapaci=
tates them for accompllfhmg their crm:l defigns; the
fteut hearted among their.enernies are {poiled, ‘and
none of the men of might have found’ thetr hands.
Pfal. Ixxvi. 5, 6. Andif any of them fhould fuf-
fer for nghteoufncﬁs even unto, the death, he orders
out the chariots'of falvation for them, and a conv oy
of angels, to condu& them to all lhe honours of the
Leavenly court, there to wear the martyrs crown,
with. the apprbbﬂtmn of their heavenly Lommander.

The rlght nn]y belongs, alfo, to the King of Glory,
whois ftrong in battle, to pronounce the vi€tory at
the head of his illuftrious army,' though fome times
they are deeply diftrefled on every fide, yethe pre=
Jerves 1hem through all their fiery umlq and brings
them off the field off war cenquerors, and nare than
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éonquerors; and this is not only true of individuals
but of his whole army, gathered from all the king-
doms. of the world, whom he is ‘now conduétmg
through thofe conquered legions; and 1o effectuate
their full deliverance, he not only goes before them
as the breaker upof thetr way, but alfo comes upon
their rereward, whilé the angelic hoft blows the
trumpet as. tle welcome fignal of: their (afety; from
all dangers; while they march up to the full enjoy-
ment of all the bleffed fruits of that victory, he has
procured for them., Now, my friends, let us revicw
all thefe thmgs and f{ee with what proprlety this
heavenly King is juftly ftiled -a- warrior; how many -
freth fprings of confolation -are opened, in all thofs
new covenant relations; I have-juft now fet before
you, “be pertuaded to let down the pitchers of your
faith-and hope, and draw refrefhment for yourfelves,

in this day of Jacob’s trouble, from thofe wells of

falvation; that are now 0pen-=d for et ufe in the
_"_'c» erlaﬂmv oofpcl |

Agam, we may learn, and be mformed fro—n this
fubjet of thie churches faFc:ty and prefervation, from
all the furious attacks that have been made againit

, by hell and Rome combined together, to root it
_out of the earth, ” -

Though the ﬂatc of the church ‘be.ever {o de-
plorable and their condition never fo defpcrate yet
her bea»enly head can moft eafily raife her up, from
the grave’s devouring mouth,though the enemy may
for ages trample upon her nghts and defpoil her of
her juit libertics; yet tlic arm ot omnipotence holds
her every moment -and will lift herabove all her ad-
verfarics, and make them feel the wught of that
pewer tjlcy do not ynderfland.  Job. iv. 9. The
churches enemies fhall be fcatrered, as chafl before

the wind; when ever he ftreatches out his arm, all
bie enermace muft flee hefore him or finlkk nnder .
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“What if the church be {ometimes diftreffed, with-
the undermining defigns of cruel enemies? what if
fhe fhould have a heavy heart, and wet eyes, and.
cry out O! the hope of Ifrael the Saviour in the
time of trouble? in a moment he can twrn their night.
mto day, and make them as he did the Jews, who
were inftantly looking for deathin Shuthan, trrumph
oves their enemies, and march out with their fwords-
drawn who lately were doomed to die. If the chu:-ch
be hotly purfued, as Ifracl was by Pharaoh, the fea
will open its proteéting arms to defend them; if
multitudes: furround them, one angel can turn an
Aflyrian camp, into Acceldama a field of bloed, for
whtre fhould power triumph, but in the arm of om-

tence ? and where fhould wifdom dwell but in
thc head of divinity, or him who. is King of kings ?
All this wifdom will be, and is engaged in plantmg-
their falvation, andall that power will be exerted in
the accomphfhmcr their eternal deliverance. The
Hebrew words  Melek ha golam, or king of the
world, are words oftén ufed by the Jews in their
prayers, intimating that all thelr requefls were bot-
tomed on the divine power of him they addreffed;
this divine power in connetion with wifdom and
fove,, is a very fafe ground to fix on, in the times of
the foro& ftorms - that can blow upon the church,
while in a mylitant eftate; -here we ought to fix the
anchor of “our faith, and hope far prefervation, and
appropriate the dlvme promifes, in the new eavenant
made to this conquering army; who have, and ought
to have no lower an objeét in their view, than to clear
the wotld of error, f tyranny, blafphemy and cof-
ruption of every torm, and the whole world filled
with the glory of this heavenly King, under whofe
banner they fight; and when we look over the pages
of the church’s hiltory, we may fay that he has pre-
ferved her through fire and water; the greacer part

at her enemies are fouled already i anly naw  re.
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mains that he finifh this long war with eclat, which
the no doubt will do themfelves, faying, his. right- -
hand, and his holy arm hath gotten him the vitery,
In confequence of ‘all this the church has kept her
ground, when flourifhing monarchs have becu TO00t-
ed up, when fevere judgments have ravaged coun-
tries, and torn up the mighty from their f{eats, the
church hath out-lived all thofe defolations,  even
when the bulls of Bafhan have pufhed at her, and
the whole farces of the dragon have fharpened their
hoftile weapons, and edged their malice keen; yea,
when hell hath roared againft her, and her fricnds
for fear have fkulked into corners, or retired into the
encmies camp; notwnhﬁanding of all this, her
heavenly leader and commander, has brought her
through all her trials, has dried’ up all her tears,
and here fhe yet remains, as a monument of pre-
ferving meicy to this very day, and yet ftands uponr
her 2ancient ground; her covenanted - ground, and
avows all the prerogatives of her exalted head, and
‘Lord, and will contentd for all the henours of hts
Kkingdom, -and rights of his fubje€ts, until the fhout
of 2 king be heard in her camp, faying, falvation to
our God; as the pfalmift fays, xlvii. 6, 7. Sing
praifes to God, fing praifes; f{ing pralfes unto our
king, fing pralfes fing praifes; for god is our king,
fing ye praifes with underftanding.

‘Let us improve this fubje®, in a ufe of ¢xortation
row addrefled, and moft humbly prefented to all fuch
as claim the cxcluﬁvc right to dwell in palaces, and
thefr hrows to be adarned with diadems; fuffer a
ftranger to courts, and unacquainted with the flaw
terers ftyle, to put Tuch in remembrance of the words
of the text, and its cone&ions, if it be fo that al!
thofe combinations of powers {fpoken of, have for
ages paft, and yet ate continuing to make war with
the Lamb, and his chefen army, now let the pfalmits
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words, find a way to the eye or the ear and above all
to the hem, ‘mentioned. Pfal. 1. '10. 11. Be wife
therefore, O ye. ngs be ye mﬂru@ted ye judges of
the land.

P

Setve the Lord with fear and re_]olce with tlcmbhnn,
- -kifs the fon leaft ‘he be’ angry, and ye perifth from
he way when his wmth 1S kmdled but a llt[]c
blc*Ld are-all they that put théir tuft in him,
“‘The'wifeft-atriong earthly prmws could fdy, Prov.
Xiv: 847 Rlcrhfeoufrefs exalts a’ nation, 1t.is mot
valour in war, nor policy in Uovernmcnt nor large
dominions, nor rich’ ftores, no .nor great armies, or
well - manned ﬂu:ts | nothlng, _no[hmg, will - euher-
exalt or pre('el VE @ mtlon but righteoufnefs. Sin will’
fink’any nation, if this is not atn.ndcd to by all fuch
as-bear riile, divine juftice will be: glonﬁ\,d in" punifh-
tag fuch! “The mvincible Catoy . of old; cOmplamcd
that thofe- who robbed” prwate perfons ‘were bound
m=irons, but {uch .as robbed 1he ‘commonwealth
efeaped, "and fat-in fcarlet robes, with golden chains
about their necks; what fhall we fay of fuch as not
only opprefi kmgdoms but ulurp the. prerogatwcs
and royalties,' both- perfonal and myftical, of: him
who 1 1s° Ixmc of kmgs and Lord of lords o

L"t the follnwlhg 1emark bc wrote. uporr all the

walls of the great, that no man, whatevér his ftation
in life be, will ever beable togive up his-accounts
with joy at laft; at the’ trlbunal of him who is King.
af kings, who is, and will be the judge of ali men,
but fuch as have made it'their great bufinefs to take
the fpirit of this héavenly king for their guide, and
Tus-glory as their end, and his law as their rule, and
his ‘example as their bett pattern; O! that all the
great would remember tiis, and put away the un-
godly fromn hefore theém, and exercife the rod of
pOWCr s uet 1o vain but againlt fuch as contemn
cpeily the authority of this heavenly King, ard
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thittliey Wauld haften their ordf’rs for ‘the rebuilding:

the new _]ﬁruﬁllem and fpeedily: bring in all their glory.
and. honour:into it, in thie.their trueglory does confilt.

“Abam i crave the lxberry to prefent’ mnthcx exhor:
tatiors t6-47l fuchas by profcfﬁon and officej=aie-by
men conﬁdercd as watchmen upon ZIODS wa]ls (uf’"dr'
-rlclﬂ of-. ﬁlpenonty, Bt t‘le werds of ‘A Fm,nd

feemg all thofe-combination of powers, are. encracred
n hoftihities- -againft the'l jamb and his chofen army;,
‘and to you it:persains té’ Blow the great trumpet,-and
‘to glve the- pE’Op]C dve and fanhful Wammg, O‘ iee

Ters; let iths yotr ﬁudy i 'srl{ )?om‘ p‘ubhc e’xhibmom
‘to fet*forelithe glory of him’ whosis King of - kings,
‘and Lord: of lords; andabove all things ftudy;: at
{fucha titie 25 the prefent is, 1o come out now like men,
-and acqbit yourfelves Itke bfﬁCd’S ‘atthe poft of" hon-'
-eur and triift,and fet upthe’ ﬁandard,.and fay- all fuch
-as are-on’ the Lamb’s fide;let them draw’ uprhither,
?as:"Mofes faid 5 "look" non :fer “pieat things now ° for_
vourfelves, ﬁudy‘not‘ y’om‘ own ‘eafe ori hr;rréur.; det.
“fiot Your hands handle, 1::(:::*1'uptm§D ‘bribes; bur bEfaith-
“ful &6 &im Who' has ‘calléd tyou; fay ne‘ iconfeder-
-4y Witl ’ms combinégd foési mingle ror: yeurintereft
~with ‘theirs, ‘Beinat fiVent, 45 alds! 160 - manyfar\., at.
"ths meraacl*meﬂts “hive:béer - thade upsi the ‘rights.
and tofaleies; of - tlli‘s**'lweaven}y ng,”'v'mdmte his
gaufe’ bo}dly againft ai]'l‘ns halicicusfoss; ; your work
<18’ arduous your réeward will'be great;‘I* ® dfeach yow
- 4% br:'thrﬂn  (bear wnmf'niy freedom;,)’ whilel requtzﬂ:_
you to be valmnt mén, fér“the glavy ‘and hisnanr of
 thie-exalted leader: anci comrnand\,r, And (be o pro

- faate theififerefl 'of - rue holmc!s among’ (Uch'as neat,
“*ycu and -efpecially is'this now called tar, ‘when it
“tiay be-thiz King of Ringy will gome dowi to do

wonders among us,prepare to meek thy God O Iftgel !
rr-vagen Bite e hn‘hlqﬁf- mf thte Wing ot l':mrw‘ T ems



[ 66 ]
hatte, the chariot wheels oF his providence, moves
very rapldly, bringing about. fome ftrange things.

‘Laftly, I addrefs my. exhortation to all fuch as pro-
{efles fa:th in this King of kings, does all thofe com~
“bination of powers make. war with the Lamb’s chofen
AarmyP O! be perfuaded to’ lay down the weapons of
your tebellion againft him,. this heavenly head. will
one day be your impartial judge. I cali upon a{l his
enemies, tc fubmit to his eafy and honourable yoke,
take up: Mofes’s choice, .rather to fuffer affli¢tion
and perfecunon with his chofen army, than all the
“honours of -the world; O!. be exhorted. .to fubmit to
bim as.ong who can favc to the uttermoft, .all that
‘will come: 1o him, let. nothmg impede your: immedi-
ate accefs to him as one who is now reaching out his
golden fceptre;and inyiting you mott freely to return
to him'and-live. . And .at {uch a time as the prefent,
when:it would appear at-leaft. interpretatively; _;hat
‘this. wicked: generation -are determined to fight with
‘none: but. this King of kings only, and againtt all his
‘new- covenant :relations, and. characters -be exhorted
10 acgept.: falvation from him asa’ chofe gift, and
“to put on-the armour of . God ; and ftand: under the
‘banngr of his love, and Joyfully wait_the happy day
now faft coming.on, when. szylon 'y fall in ‘the caﬁ
“and -through all Europc, will be anounced by"a
-angel’s.trumpet; then will. the conqueror’s fong bc
fweetly- fupg by all his.viGtorious army ;: faying let
us fing to the Lord for he hath triumphed glarioufly,
-he is my God,and I wil} blefs him, my Father's God,
and | wr!l exalthim; thy righ.=hand O Lerd iy bccomc
gicrious, thou hatt dafhed to pieces all th)ne enemies.
Now to him who is King of kings; who .has ained
-hitherto a “victory for his chofen army, and will-con-
tinue fo to do, until .they be.conduéted. into the hea-
venly ftate, be afcribed all glory and honpur, world
without end, Anen. \ ¢



